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Nurses fly in 
to ‘blood 
money* row 


u 
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By Steve Boggan and 
Paid McCann 


THE TWO nurses freed from 
a murder sentence in Saudi 
• Arabia were due to arrive home 
today as one of their lawyers an- 
nounced that he planned to se- 
cure them a £375,000 “blood 
money” bonus. 

Lucille McLauehlan and 
.Deborah ffarry flew out of 
Dhahran last night on the first 
aircraft they could board. British 
embas^ officials said they chose 
not to spend another night on 
Saudi soil after serving IS 
months in prison for a dime 
they daim they did not commit. 

• Today, they will fly into con- 
troversy over six-figure amounts 
being paid by newspapers for 
their stories. The Press Com- 
plaints Commission has been 
asked-to investigate payments to 
tirewomen from the Mirror and 
the Express, even though they 
irr:? !**??" convicted of murder 
by the Saudi courts. Under the 
PCC's code of conduct, news- 
papers ace barred from paying 
money to convicted criminals. 

The women were freed by 
King Fahd on Tuesday, six 
months after Frank Gilford, 
brother of the murder victim, 
Australian nurse Yvonne Gil- 
ford, accepted £750,000 in 
blood money in return for waiv- 
ing his right to demand the 
death penalty. Last night, Salah 
aLHejailan, the lawyer who ne- 
gotiated die deal, said he had 
written to the nurses recom- 
mending; that they contest half 
the money at a court hearing in 
Adelaide on 29 May. 

“If they win, they should of- 



fer the money back to the secret 
donors who gave it to them,” he 
said. “If the donors don’t want 
it back, then I think they should 
keep it for tbdr own welfare.” 
The donors are unlikely to risk 
the embarrassment of asking 
for the money back. 

The two nurses had been in 
prison since Christmas Eve 
1996, charged with murdering 
Ms Gilford, 55, who had been 
stabbed, battered and suffo- 
cated in her room at the King 
Fahd Military Medical Centre 
in Dhahran. They were con- 
victed on the strength of con- 
fessions which they say were 
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extracted under die threat, of 
physical and sexual abuse. 

Last night, as Labour and 
Tbry MPs called upon the PCC 
to intervene. Hers Morgan, ed- 
itor of the Mirror , defended his 
newspaper’s decision to pay 
for Ms McLauehlan s story. 

“Wb have bought the pgbts to 
Lucille McLauchlan’s story be- 
cause we believe that she has 
been the victim of a gross mis- 
carriage of justice,” he said. 
“Her story is a sensational ac- 
count of how ayoung woman was 
wrongfully framed far a crime she 
did not commit, beaten into a 
false confession during a week of 


unrelenting physical and sexual 
abuse, and finally sentenced to 
a public flogging and years in jafl. 

“If she was guilty of murder, 
would Che Prime Minister have 
gone to such lengths to inter- 
vene and get her released?” 

However, George Galloway, 
Labour MP for Glasgow Kelvin, 
complained to the PCC “I do 
not believe they should profit 
from this. It is quite grotesque,” 
he said. “They have not been 
pardmed - they have been con- 
victed of murder. Now the same 
newspapers who bounded Mary 
Bell and criticised the payment 
to her are paying out money to 
two convicted murderers.” 

Following the complaint 
from Mr Galloway, sources at 
the PCC let it be known that a 
public-interest defence may ap- 
ply in this case. 

Frank Gilford knew nothing 
-yesterday of Mr Hejaflan’s rec- 
ommendation to bold back half 
the blood money, which he 
prefers to. call “compensation”. 
He refused to comment at his 
home in Jamestown, outside 
Adelaide, but his wife. Laurel, 
said; ‘They have got off lightly 

-it is just incredible.. .they will 
have to live with their con- 
sciences for the rest of their fives.” 

For Ms McLauehlan, the 
threat of prison still loomed last 
night, in Scotland rather than 
Saudi Arabia. The Procurator 
Fiscal at Dundee yesterday ob- 
tained a warrant for her ap- 
pearance at Dundee Sheriff 
Court on 18 June on charges of 
stealing a credit card and £1,740 
from a terminally ill patient at 
a hospital in Dundee in 1996. 
She denied the charge. 



A catastrophic future in which protective clothing is needed to guard against lethal sun's 
rays is imagined in the dance *0111 on the Windy Beach”, premiered by the Cholmondeleys 
and tile Featherstonehaughs at Brighton Festival yesterday Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Exit left as Arts Council drama panel quit 


By Oavid Lfatta- ; 

' Arts News Edit or 

THE entire panel of drama ad- 

yisers to the Arte Counefl re- 
- signed yesterday dawning the 
r reforms .being introduced by 
nog? council chairman Geny 
* Robinson wffl.be “unworkable”. 
; ?3Tfce 16-strong drama panel 
irarwawss of some of the biggest 
□axpesr nr British theatre in- 
dujjgpg West : End " producer 
TStdma Holt, playwright Sir 
Ayckbourn and directors 
Samj^Mtendes and Jude Kelly. 

prinsSterable embarrass- 


ment to Gerry Robinson, who 
is also the chairman of Grana- 
da PLC, and has promised to 
streamline and modernise the 
body that gives over £400m a 
year in grant and lottery cash to 
the arts. 

It also comes at a terrible 
time forOilture Setxetaiy Chris 
Smith, overshadowing the 
launch of his book “Creative 
Britain” last night The view of 
drama panel chairman Thelma 
Heft was that far from beingcre- 
' alive, Britain’s arts were “now 
in the hands of businessmen and 
cost cutters”. 

Ms Holt, who chairs the 


panel and was due to be in post 
until March 2000, said last 
night: “Tm veiy distressed that 
Chris Smith has not even ac- 
knowledged my resignation. 
I’ve had a very good relation- 
ship with him and I wrote to him 
a week, ago teflmg him wbat I 
was doing, but he hasn’t replied. 
Labour is my party; I'Ve worked 
for it, but I did better under Vir- 
ginia Bottom! ey. 

“The drama panel has been 
castrated. The umbilical cord 
between the artist and the de- 
cision . maker win no longer 
vtork under the changes Geny 
Robinson has introduced. They 


will lose all these names, hand- 
picked by me, but they don’t 
care. Their view is we’re ex- 
pendable, we can be replaced.” 

Under a paper drawn up by 
Aite Council chief executive Pe- 
ter Hewitt and chairman Ger- 
ry Robinson, the art form 
panels including the drama 
panel would meet only between 
twice and four times a year as 
opposed to 10 at present, - it 
would not have a say in deci- 
sions about which theatres 
should receive National Lottery 
cash; it would offer advice to a 
council officer rather than the 
council Itself; membership mil 


be regularly reviewed, and the 
panel chairman can sometimes 
accompany the art form direc- 
tor into council meetings. 

Tn other words,” said Ms 
Holt, “I can cany my director’s 
handbag. 1 don’t buy this. 

“Ironically, I was one of the 
architects of having a slimmed 
down counriL But my intention 
was I and the others should re- 
sign whra appropriate. What ac- 
tually happened was I receive a 
phone call when Tm in the bath 
in Tbkyo telling ine I’ve been 
sacked. I said ‘oh, no I haven’t.’ 
Then I get a call from Geny 
whom I hadn’t even met saying 


he agrees with, everything I say, 
then he goes and castrates us. 
The Robinson reforms may suit 
Granada ,but they don’t suit me. 
They are aD about finance and 
not artistic merit So now I shall 
resign. My panel has met and 
they will be resigning too.” 

In a terse reaction last night 
Gerry Robinson said in a state- 
ment “The Arte CouncQ regrets 
that the chairman of its drama 
panel, Thelma Holt, resigned 
from the councD today. We are 
grateful to Thelma for the con- 
tribution she has made to the 
council’s work since her ap- 
pointment in 1993.” ' 


fc could be you: £lm spin doctor wanted for Camelot 




By l^uil McCann . 

M eria Edit or ■ 

CAMELOT is looking for a 

£lm “super-spin-doctor” to 

help it win a renewal of its li- 
cence to operate the lottery fol- 
lowing a series of pnblic- 
relations disasters. 

It has shortlisted two candi- 
dates for the job of communi- 
cations director, believed to be 
people with high-level govern- 
ment contacts. Claries Anson, 
former secretary to the Queen, 
is rumo ured lobe one of those 


cence. This will be ou top of a 
£250,000 salary in foe run-up to 
the new licence, beginning in 
2001 . 

The salary wall raise eye- 
brows. The lag comrmmkat ions 
director, David Rigg, left last 
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Fbittier'cxinmiuiiications 
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pakka, £249,000 bonus 
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fill candidate will be .paid a 
£500,000 bonus if he or she 
helps Camelot renew the li- 


ceived a £249,000 bouus,which 
mnOnnted to a 90-per-cent pay 
rise. He carried the can for the 
“fat-cat” PR disaster in August, 
when all 20 Camelot directors 
were found to be sharing a 
£23 m bonus pay-out. 

Yesterday Camelot sources 
admitted it has a big image 
problem: “We\e had to be re- 
alistic about wfcal we can expect 
from someone. Naivdv in the 


past, we’ve wanted people to 
tike us. T think now we’re re- 
signed to having the public just 
dislike is a tittle less. It’s a bit 
like being traffic wardens.” 

After the fat-cat scandal, 
Camdofs image was dented by 
the Guy Snowden affair. Mr 
Snowden, American head of the 
Camelot founding shareholder 
G-Tech, lost £300JXX) in a libel 
case against Richard Branson. 
Mr Sanson said he offered him 
a bribe not to mate a profit-free 
bid for the tottery. 

The case forced the lottery 
regnlaior, Peter Davis, who 
awarded Chmetot the licence, to 
step down. Mr Snowden and 
G-Tech sold its 22-per-cent 


share holding in Camelot, but it 
still supplies the operator with 
technology. 

The Government has 
amended its lotteries B31 so that 
the next licence will be award- 
ed by a committee of five ap- 
pointees rather than the 
regulator. But the newspinrdoo- 
tor’s chances of picking up his 
or her bonus looked better last 
week after a subtle change in 
government policy. Labour's 
election manifesto pledged the 
Government to seek “an effi- 
cient, not-for-profit operator”. 
However, last week the Gov- 
ernment defeated an apposition 
amendment that tied it in to just 
such an operator. 


DPP to quit 

DAME Barbara Mills yester- 
day announced her early de - ' 
parture as Director of Public 
Prosecutions ahead of publi- 
cation of an official report 
which is expected to be highly 
critical of her six years in the 
job. , . Page 2 

Asylum victory 

THE Home Office has 
accepted that two East Euro- 
pean gypsies who were con- 
demned as bogus refugees 
were genuine asylum-seekers. 
Their successful application is 
to be used by lawyers as a test 
case for hundreds of similar 
asylum claims. Rage 5 


Trimble holds 
the key as 
Ulster wavers 


By David McKittrick 
and Kim Sengupta 

LARGE numbers of supporters 
of David Trimble’s Ulster 
Unionist Party have not yet 
decided bow they are going to 
vote in tomorrow’s referendum 
on the Good Friday agreement, 
according to a poll in a Dublin 
newspaper. 

These undecided Unionists 
look set to have a decisive ef- 
fect on the result of the poll. 
While almost all other voters in 
Ireland north and south have 
decided how to vote, more than 
40 per cent of Mr Trimble's par- 
ty is either unwilling or unable 
to give their views to opinion 

pollsters. 

Their final derision is likely 
to determine whether the Yes 
lobby receives a convincing en- 
dorsement, or whether Union- 
ism will be seen to be hopelessly 
split on Northern Ireland's fu- 
ture. 

An opinion poll in the Irish 
Independent found 44 per cent 
of UUP supporters favouring the 
agreement, 14 per cent against 
and 41 per cent undecided. 

Those in this underided cat- 
egory were targeted yesterday 
by both Ibny Blair, the Prime 
Minster, and William Hague, 
the leader of the Conservative 
Party, who flew to Northern Ire- 
land to make a last-ditch at- 
tempt to increase the Yes vote. 
Mr Blair argued in a speech last 
night that Unionists had noth- 
ing to fear and everything to 
gain from the- Good Friday 
agreement 

He has also issued a hand- 
written poster setting out a num- 
ber of pledges which promise 
fairness and equality for all, that 
those who used or threatened vi- 


olence would be excluded from 
government, and that prisoners 
would be kept in unless violence 
was gjven up for good. 

Mr Trimble yesterday 
claimed the tide was turning in 
favour of the yes campaign, say- 
ing a yes vote would mean that 
Unionists could work with na- 
tionalists for the good of North- 
ern Ireland. He added: 
“Together we can make this 
work. We could overcome our 
problems. We must have con- 
fidence in ourselves to face the 
future and no hide in the past 
What future does the No cam- 
paign offer? No alternative, no 
achievement, no vision and no 
hope.” 

The Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland. Mo Mowlam, 
reinforced litis message during 
a walkabout in Belfast with the 
Virgin chief. Richard Branson, 
who said he wanted to bring 
more business into Northern Ire- 
land and predicted that peace 
will bring “an enormous amount 
of inward investment”. 

Yesterday, a group of former 
loyalist prisoners, Billy 
MitchelL Tom Winston and 
James Tate appeared at a Yes 
campaign Press Conference to 
try and allay fears of fellow 
Protestants. 

They daimed they had left 
behind the bitterness and rage 
of the past and were trying to 
put something back into the 
community. 

Hidden support, page 6 

David Aarenovffedi, page 21 
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Recycled paper made up 
41.4% of the row material for 
UK newspapers in the 
first half of 1997. 


FREED nurses Lucille 
McLauchlan and Deborah 
Parry entered a gathering storm 
about' cheque-book journalism 
(his morning after it emerged 
that they are likely to be paid 
six-figure sums for their stories. 

MPS last night called on the 
Press Complaints Co mmiss ion 
to investigate on the grounds 
that its Code of Practice outlaws 
payments to people convicted 
of a crime. The two nurses re- . 
main convicted murderers un- 
der Saudi Arabian law. 

The newspapers involved, 
the Mirror, which has paid for 
Ms McLauchlan’s story, and the 
Express, which has signed up Ms 
Parry, came top in a frenzied 
bidding war that involved news- 
papers and television stations 
from home and abroad. 

The Mirror and its Scottish 
sister paper the Daily Record 
were keen to get Ms McLauch- 
lan's story, because of her 
Dundee roots. The Express re- 
fused to comment on its deal 
with Ms Parry. 

The BBC has produced a 
special edition of Panorama 
based on the prison diaries of 
one of the nurses that will be 
broadcast tonight- The corpo- 
ration m aintains it did not pay 
for the nurses' stories. 

George Galloway ME wrote 
to the PCC last night asking 
(hem (o intervene to stop the 
payments: “Criminals are not 
supposed to profit from their 
■ crimes," he said. 

“"Wasn't this the argument 
used by the very same newspa- 
pers to justify their witch hunt- 
ing of convicted killer Mary 
Bell?" 

The MP said in his letter to 
the PCC: “It is greatly to the 
credit of Robin Cook and the 
British Foreign Office that King 
Fahd has commuted their sen- 
tences after just IS months. 

“But to see these women li- 
onised in the press - 1 under- 



LudUe McLauchlan (above) 
and Deborah Parry 



stand there is also a discussion 
about a film contract - is deeply 
distressing and must court crit- 
icism in Saudi Arabia of the 
King’s leniency.” 

Mr Galloway was joined in 
his criticism by Labour back- 
bencher Claire 'Ward, a member 
of the Parliamentary Select 
Committee on the media, who 
said that the nurses should just 
be grateful that they had been 
released from a Saudi jail. 

Guy Black, director of the 
Press Complaints Commission 
said it would investigate 
whether a pardon under Saudi 
law meant that the nurses' con- 
viction was wiped dean - there- 
fore allowing newspapers to 
pay them. 

Clause 16 of the PCCs code 
forbids newspapers from 
making payments to convicted 
criminals unless the newspaper 
can prove a public interest for 
doing so. Following the com- 
plaint from- Mr- -Galloway;' 


sources at the PCC let it be 
known that the public interest, 
defence may be applied in this 
case. 

Conservative Roger Gale, a 
former BBC journalist, said: “I 
am not in favour of cheque- 
book journalism - who is going 
to challenge their stories? 

“If they are innocent, then 
their story should be told in 
book form, not the lurid tabloid 
sensationalism we can expect 
from newspapers who, only 
weeks ago, were complaining 
about payments to Mazy BelL" 

A spokesman for the British 
Embassy in Riyadh said the 
pardon did not dear the 
women's reputations and was 
nor a sign of innocence. “Tech- 
nically, the King has simply 
commuted the sentence to the 
same period that they have al- 
ready served,” he said. Asked if 
it cleared their names, he 
replied: “No." 

The women’s lawyer in Sau- 
di Arabia, Salah al-HejaOan, 
said: “Perhaps a better word 
than ‘pardon’ would be ’clemen- 
cy’. This does not mean the 
women have been found inno- 
cent of the crime. ” 

But Laurel Gilford, wife of 
Yvonne Gilford’s brother, 
Frank, yesterday reacted angrily 
to the news. “They’ve got off 
lightly. It's just incredible,” Mr 
Gilford said from his home in 
Jamestown, in south Australia. 
“They’ll have to live with their 
consciences for the rest of their 
lives. It's just maddening that 
they've got offj but nothing we 
say can bring back Yvonne. 1 ' 

Piers Morgan, editor of the 
Mirror said : “I don’t think we 
need to defend our ethical and 
moral position ... The most 
compelling evidence of their in- 
nocence is: do we honestly be- 
lieve they would have been 
pardoned, and gained the per- 
sonal support of the Prime 
Minister of this country if peo- 
ple genuinely foil they were 
guflty of murder? T don't believe 
'theywould." 





Frank Gilford, brother of murdered Yvonne Gilford: 
“They’ve ^ot off lightly, ft’s just incredible” 
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By Ian Burrell 

Home Affeire Correspondent 


DAME Barbara MiDs yesterday 
announced her early departure 

as Director of Public Pkusecu- 
tions ahead of pubUcatioa of an 
offhaaJ report which is expect- 
ed to be highly critical of her sis 
years in the job. 

The report, by former Ap- 
peal Court judge, Sir Iain 
GlidewelL, was delivered to the 
Anamey-Geaeral, John Morris, 
on Monday, and is understood 
to call for wide-ranging re- 
forms of the Crown Prosecution 
Service, which Dame Barbara 
heads. 

Dame Barbara, 57, said the 
reason for her decision to leave 
early was that she wished her 
successor to be in place in time 
for the major reorganisation of 
the CPS being planned by the 
Government. “It is important 
that a new management struc- 
ture should be put in plaice by 
the team who will see it 
through,’' she said. 

The Attorney General ac- 
cepted her decision and praised 
Lhe DPP for her “strong and 
positive leadership" of (he CPS. 

While tn opposition, senior 
Labour figures mounted a. 
forceful campaign against the 
CPS. The GlideweU inquiry 
was ordered wi thin weeks of 
Labour taking office. 

Dame Barbara has also 
come under pressure to resign 
over the failure to prosecute po- 
lice officers implicated in the 
deaths of two men in custody. 
Retired judge, Gerald Butler, - 
has completed a report into 
those decisions -which were lat- 
er quashed in the High Court - 
but the CPS has declined to 
publish it ahead of impending 
court action. ' 


The 11-monlh Glidewell in- 
quiry, which comes against a . 
background of falling numbers ] 
of prosecutions, is said to have 
concluded that the rigid or- * 
gamsatioa of the CPS, with its 

- headquarters m London and t3 . 
regional offices, has created 

■ extra paperwork for lawyers 
and. reduced. effidency. The - 
’ Teport is expected to highlight . 

- aseries ofrhanagementsbeirt- 
comings and low morale. -• 

Yesterday, the Government 
' closed, ranks . in support of 
Dame Barbara and the Prime 
Minister’s official spokesman ' 
said Tb’ny Blair said she had 
done “an extremely good job 
and... her contribution as DPP 
will be remembered warmfy”; 

But her departure was welt- 
received in many areas of the 
police service. Sergeant Mike 
Bennett, chairman of the'Met- , 

ropotitan Police Federation, .. . 
who once dubbed the CPS ; y • 
“Criminal Protection Society”, 
welcomed the news.* 

“Tm pleased she's gone - she , ’ 
should have gone a long time 
ago,” be said “She would nev- 
er listen to her critics.” 

John Bu/nett, the. Liberal 
Democrat spokesman on Legal . 
Affairs suggested Dame Bar- 
bara's departure was linked to 
Glidewell and called for a ma- 
jor overhaul, of the CPS. “The 
public deserve more than a 
head on a plate,” he said. 

In a statement issued yes-, 
terday Dame Barbara said she 
had been “very proud” of her - 
rote and paid tribute to her staff ' ; - 
and management team. “The 
process of change is not at an "> . 
end,” she said. . 

The Government wants the *£ ■ 
CPS organised along Police;;".." 
Force lines into 42 areaygqgfr ‘ ■ 
with a Chief Grown Prosecutor. 


. . „ rQ C* u 


•CK’ - **• *** 


f/he 



i . >. , 




MICHAEL 
HANLON 
WEATHER 
WISE . 



MAY has been a pretty good 
month so far, if you enjoy 
warm, dry and sunny weather. 
On the 13th, Southampton, 
Hampshire, recorded 29C, 
the highest temperature seen 
so Car this year anywhere in the 
United Kingdom. 

Gear skies, temperatures 
m southern England general- 
ly into the 20s, and very little 
rainfall - these conditions are 
(he result of a persistent high 
pressure system over the 
British Isles, bringing in fight 
southerly winds. 

Hoi and sunny Mays are 
not unusual in Britain. Ws lend 
to assume that July and August 
are the most reliable months 
for summer weather (and plan 
our holidays accordingly) but, 
in fact, both months - and Au- 
gust especially - are charac- 


terised by warm but damp air 
brought in by Atlantic de-' 
pressbns. August is often a 
terrible month, rivalling De- 
cember for wetness and fre- 
quently being no warmer than 
April or October. But, ever op- 
timistic, we trek off en masse 
to the seaside with bucket, 
spade and son-tan ofi. when 
what well really need is weDies 
and a sou’wester. 

May, in contrast, often 
sets in fair, as high pressure 
dominates following the April 
storms, bringing quiet weath- 
er, high temperatures (in the 
day - May nights can be 
chilly) and very little rain. 

And the trend towards 
warm Mays could becoming 
more marked. In the past 10 
years, six Mays have had un- 
usually hot and dry weather 
over a significant proportion 
of the country. In 1 9S9, an ex- 
ceptionally warm May (and a 
blazing summer) followed a 
cold and snowy April (but an 
extremely mild winter), a fair- 
ly common pattern that seems 
to be repeating itself this year. 

Only in 1596, during the 
past decade, have May tem- 
peratures been significantly 
below average. 
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The three priceless works 
of art on the right were 
snatched in a raid on a 
gallery in Rome, it was 
revealed yesterday. They 
are the latest additions to 
a hoard of treasures, 
stolen to order and never 
to be seen again... 



Stolen: UArlesienne by Vincent van Gogh, Le Cab^non de Joundan by Paul Cezanne and Le janfinier, also by Van Gogh 


photographs rn aws. bwdgeman 


AiNOPOfStFOm 


When did you last see these 



The Concert by Jan 
Vermeer- stolen in 1990 
from a museum in Massachusetts: priceless 


[ The White Duck by Jean- 
I Baptiste Oudry - stolen 
1992 from an estate in Norfolk: value £5m 


Storm on the Sea of 
I Galilee by Rembrandt- 
stolen at same -time as The Concert: priceless 


SlbyUe von Cleve by Lucas 
Cranach the Younger, 
stolen from a castle in Baden, Germany; 1995 


[ Stiff Life by Georges 

Braque, a contemporary 

of Picasso, stolen from a Stockholm museum 



and Darkness - 
Ivening of the Deluge, by 
Turner, stolen from Frankfurt 1994: £IOm 



iFtortrarf of a Lady by 
IGustav Klimt- stolen 
from Piacenza in Italy, 1997 





[Tumert Light and colour wBWSEmm8GM Adotation by Caravaggio - 
i Morning After The stolen in 1949, suspected 

Deluge, also stolen 1994 from Frankfurt: £10m to have been used as collateral by the Mafia 




tNebebchwaden 
[Caspar David Friedrich' 
taken from Frankfurt museum, 1994: £lm 


By Clare Gamer and 
Ann Hanley in Rome 


TWO VAN GOGHS and a 
painting by Cezanne have been 
stolen from a gallery in Rome 
in the latest in a series of .rob- 
beries which illustrates how 
art theft has become one of the 
most lucrative global .criminal 
activities. 

• The National Gallery of 
Modern Art’s skeleton night 
staff of three were left bound, 
gag ged and unable to call the 
police who arrived on the scene 
hours after the robbers had 
made their getaway on TUesday 
night with the three priceless 
paintings. 

In the first armed robbery ia 


an Italian nauseam since 1992, 
wardens were farced at gun- 
point to deactivate the gaHeiy’s 
alarm system as the three 
thieves rerawed Le/onffiuerand 
L'Ariesienne by Van Gogh, and 
Cezanne's Le Cobanonde Jour- 
don. These masterpieces will be 
added to the Art Loss Raster’s 
list of works of stolen ait -cur- 
rently worth more than £lbn_ 

“These works are so valuable, 
andsowefl-known, that they can- 
not be sold; at least, not on the 
normal market,” said General 
Roberto' Cbnforti, the head of 
the police art-theft squad. 

So, if these paintings are too 
celebrated to be sold on the 
open market, why steal them? 
According to Charles HD1, for- 


mer head of Scotland Yard's 
arts- and antiques squad and 
now a member of Nordstem,a 
leading art insurance group, the 
answer lies in the psychology of 
the thief. “They, steal to lash- 
ion, not to order,” he said. “It's 
a cachet crime committed by 
greedy thieves looking for a 
high-profile crime to make 
their name. It's a really dumb 
crime stealing a masterpiece - 
because you can’t sell them on.” 

Mr Hilt cited as an example 
Peter Scott, once known as 
“the human fly” as a result of 
his spectacular career as a cat 
burglar, who was jailed on Tues- 
day for his part in a plot to sell . 
a stolen £750,000 Picasso paint- 
ing. The officer who led the po- 


| In the first anned robbery cn According to Charles HOI, for- iog. Tbe officer who led the pt>- 

Puttnam tipped for top BBC post 

By Janine Gibson . mgpt hopes to make an announce- come his successor. Tbe i 


lice operation said he believed 
Scott “revelled in infamy". 

In such cases, it is not un- 
common fora ransom to be of- 
fered after the theft. Yesterday 
afternoon, police in Rome were 
investigating an anonymous 
phone call to an Italian news 
agency, in which ainan said that 
a ransom demand for the return 
of the paintings would be made 
soon. He said this would in- 
clude “political demands". 
Once such a call has been 
made, the chances of recover- 
ing the work of -art improve. 

Cultural heritage minister 
Walter Veltroni promised "ut- 
most commitment" to recov- 
ering the stolen works, and 
pointed out that the use of 


weapons in art thefts in Italy 
was almost unknown. “This is 
a qualitative leap,” be said. Mr 
Veltroni defended Italy’s recent 
record on protecting its vast cul- 
tural heritage, reporting that art 
thefts were down 40 per cent in 
the first months of 1998, and 
that around 50 per cent of all 
stolen art works are recovered. 

Gallery spokeswoman Elena 
di Map bad a different theory 
about the motive for theft, 
pointing to the fact that the 
paintings were stolen from a 
room containing works by ma- 
jor 19th-century artists, includ- 
ing Degas, Monet, Courbet and 
Klimt “The robbers left behind 
akM of great paintings worth just 
as much, if not more than the 


ones that were stolen,” she sakL 
“It looks very much like they 
were acting on oommissioo.” 

Experts differ m their opin- 
ions of whether such paintings 
are destined for a private col- 
lector after being stolen to or- 
der. The popular image of Ian 
Fleming’s Dr No, who has art 
stolen to order and preserved 
for his private viewing, is dis- 
missed as myth by Mr HflL But 
others, such as Ctdin NorveBe- 
Read of Three magazine, which 
publicises stolen art and antique 
treasures, maintain that Dr No 
characters who revel in their se- 
crer hoards of stolen objets 
d'ort do exist. 

“Some collectors are quite 
obsessional about a particular 


piece and go to any lengths to 
actually get hold of it," said Mr 
NorvdJe-Read. “It will just be 
that when they walk into their 
secret room with their collec- 
tion of Lowiys or whatever, 
they get a lot of pleasure out of 
looking at the collection." 

Thefts of instantly recog- 
nisable works such as the Vhn 
Goghs and Cezanne stolen on 
Tuesday night ohfy occur about 
three times a year worldwide. 
While such paintings tend to re- 
main hidden, tbe majority of art 
booty is regarded as interna- 
tional currency, employed as 
collateral in underworld deals 
or handed over to tranks un- 
aware of tbe paintings' prove- 
nance in return for loans. 


“Commission theft does hap- 
pen," said Caroline Wakefoid, 
operations manager at the Art 
Loss Register, “but there’s a 
much more sinister reason. The 
art is usually used as collateral 
in crime linked with drugs and 
arms dealing. It's like a loan 
note," Caravaggio ’s Adorndm, 
stolen in 1969 and unrecov- 
ered, is said to have passed be- 
tween mafia bosses as collateral 
Among the missing works or 
art recorded on the Art Loss 
Register in London are 349 Pi- 
cassos, 250 works by Marc Cha- 
gall and 175 by Salvador Dali. 
The register keeps an eye on 
what is put on sale at auction 
houses and checks them against 
items repotted as missing. 


By Janine Gibson 

Media Comspondert 

NEW LABOUR peer and elder 
■ aatesman of the Britis h film industry. 
Lord puttnam has been shortlisted 
. to be the next deputy chairman of the 
BB C=i 

The' 1 Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport (DCMS).is con- 
sidering applications for the post, 
whkb-was advertised in March and 
fells vacant In July when the current 
deputy, Coat, leaves the board 

of gbwejncps.:' 


ment hopes to make an announce- 
ment soon. She refused to comment 
on names being considered. 

Sources suggest, however, that 
Lord Puttnam is the favoured can- 
didate in a shortlist of five drawn up 
from more than 400 applicants. 

Lord Puttnam yesterday con- 
firmed be had applied for the job, 
saying: “I have thrown my hat into 
the ring. . It’s a fantastically impor- 
tant job." 

In a first for the BBC, current 
^airman Sir Christopher Bland is 
involved in the recruitment process 
for the man or woman who might be- 


come his successor, Tbe identities of 
the rest of the appointment panel, 
selected by tbe DCMS, are secret. 

Lord Puttnam, prtxfticer of the 
Oscar-laden film, Chariots of Foe, was 
tipped to be appointed as BBC 
deputy chairman following his sup- 
port for New Labour daring the last 
election and his work at the helm of 
the task force for the arts and culture 
industries. When the post was ad- 
vertised, however, reports suggested 
be was no longer in the running. 

Earlier this year Culture Secretary 
Chris Smith appointed Granada 
Group chairman Geny Robinson 



Puttnam: leads shortlist of five 

chairman of the Arts CoundL He also 
appointed lawyer \fenni Treves as 
chair man of Channel 4 and EMI 
chairman Colin Southgate as chair- 
man of the Royal Opera House. 


Cheaper 
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By Nigel Cope 


CHEAPER electrical goods could be 
on the way after the Government yes- 
terday moved to ban recommended 
retail prices on items such as televi- 
sions, hi-fis, video recorders and 
washing machines. 

The new regime, due to take ef- 
fect from 1 September, will make it 
illegal for suppliers to set recom- 
mended prices for retailers. It also 
bans suppliers from discriminating 
either by price or by terms and con- 
ditions against retailers which sell at 
a discount. 


The measures follow recom- 
mendations from Britain's compe- 
tition watchdog, the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission, published 
in July last year. 

“I am determined that price com- 
petition in these practices which re- 
strict competition should be 
stopped,” Margaret Beckett, the 
President of the Board of Hade, said 
in a statement. 

The move was welcomed by the 
Consumers’ Association which said 
It was “staggering" that electrical 
products currently cost exactly the 
same whether they are bought in the 


Cornwall or Cumbria. It said small- 
er, independent shops sometimes of- 
fered electrical goods at lower prices 
than the big chains. “A Panasonic TV 
which costs £529.99 across the coun- 
try could be bought from a small shop 
in Windsor for £479.99," the asso- 
ciation said. 

However, Dixons said consumers 
would notice little difference. “Elec- 
tricals retailing is already highly 
competitive and consumers have 
benefited from that," a spokesman 
said. Dixons has always maintained 
that it does not use the 
recommended retail prices. 
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Stars pay their emotional farewells to Sinatra 


By Andrew Marshall 


A VERITABLE galaxy of the 
show business establishment 
came from across America to 
say goodbye. They came to pay 
their respects to a man who sang 
songs foe swinging lovers, but 
also for the lonely. “We all fell 
in love, fell out of love, and fell 
in love again to the sound of his 
voice,” Tony Bennett told more 
than 400 mourners. 

The stars had gathered with 
the family for an emotional 
vigil on the eve of Frank Sina- 
tra's funeral. It was a private 
ceremony at the Good Shep- 
herd Catholic church in Beverly 
Hills, where the singer's gar- 
denia-covered coffin was gen- 
tly placed by pall bearers 
including the comedian Tom 
Dreesen. who opened for Sina- 
tra for years. “It was just real- 
ly difficult, emotional” said 
Dreesen. “It was good mo- 
ments, moments of love.” 

Sinatra could not have 
hoped for a better turnout 
among friends, colleagues and 
co-stars. Among those attend- 



bnt his last words, according*? 
the family, were: “I'm laanfr.. 

As his friends gathered, Sina- 
tra's widow Barbara was com- 
forted by her son, Robert . 

After the vigil came the , 

neralservice-Ttae body was taijp 

buried in a family plot at Desert, 
Memorial Park in Cathedral- : 

C3y, near Wm Springs- Smtrtfe 


A Who's Who of American entertainment paid their last respects to Frank Sinatra yesterday, including (from left): Faye Dunaway, Lira Minnelli and Jade Lemmon 


ingwere Liza Minnelli, Gregory 
Feck, Kirk Douglas. Robert 
Wagner, Shelley Winters, 
Wayne Newton, Milton Bcrle, 
Angie Dickinson, Anthony 


Quinn and Jack Lemmon, the 


of American entertainment. 
Sinatra's daughter Nancy and 
grand-daughter Amanda spoke, 


as did Bennett Sinatra's songs 
were played and a choir sang. 

Sinatra's death has produced 
a great outpouring of emotion 
in America, despite - and to 


some extent because of — the . 
fact that be was a far from per- 
fect human being. “He didn't 
have a perfect life... he did 
have struggles, and be did have 


trials and he did have difficul- 
ties and be had setbacks just like 
all people do, and yet be had vi- 
sion and was able to see beyond 


Mahony , the archbishop of Los 
Angeles. 

Sinatra died of a heart attack 
last Thursday, at the age of 82. 


that,” said Cardinal Roger .He had long fought his Alness. 


thoty Martin Sinatra, are bur^L 
there. Because Sinatra had been - 
awarded the Medal of Freedom, 
and the Congressional Gold. 
Medal, his body was escorted by - 

a military honour guard. V , 
The singer left left multf- 
million dollar homes to his 
fourth wife and widow, Barbara, 
and “very substantial assets” 16 
his three children, a lawyer, 
said. Barbara Sinatra will inherit r 
mansions in Beverly Hills and 

MaUbu while Frank Jnr will re- 
ceive the rights to his father's 
sheet music. DaughtersTVanry. 
and Tina will receive holdings 
under a “living trust” created 15 
years ago. His fortune has been' 
estimated at $200m (£126in); . 
the will is made public today. : 
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Fred West’s cousin jailed 
for string of sex attacks 





A COUSIN of Cromwell Street killer Fred West was yester- 
day jailed for four years for a string of sex attacks on three 
teenage girls. 

■ William John Hill, 45, was convicted at Rr min r h a m Crown 
Court on one count of rape and three counts of indecent - 
assault against three schoolgirls. 

The court heard that Hill who has three children, had vis- 
ited Fred Vfesr’s home at 25 Cromwell Street, Gloucester, fre- 
quently until he married in 1985. He raped one girl and: 
indecently assaulted girls after they visited his village home 
in Much Marde, Herefordshire, between 1976 and 1984. 

FEU was cleared of rape and indecent assault of a fourth girl 






Drink-drive judge banned 




A FORMER judge who admitted driving while over three times 
the drink-drive limit was yesterday disqualified for 30 months. 

John Asp mail QC, 50, resigned as a recorder after the of- 
fence in April and could face a Bar Council disciplinary 
hearing. He pleaded guilty to driving with excess alcohol on 
the A350 near his home in Spetisbuzy. Dorset, On 10 April 
Aspinall was also fined £1,800 by magistrates in Blandfoind. 
Magistrate Anthony Jaggard tdd Aspinall that his ban could 
be reduced by six months if- he completed a driver rehabili- 
tation course by 20 March 2000. 


Channel 5 viewers double 
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IN ITS first year on air , Channel 5’s share of viewing has in- 
creased by more than 50 per cent, but is still only four per 
cent of total television viewing, writes Janine Gibson, 
Media Correspondent 

Since its March 1997 launch. Channel 5 has successfully 
increased its capacity through new transmitters and satellite 
broadcast Last weekend, a special about the Titanic achieved 
its highest-ever Sunday share of viewing, with 5.1 per cenL 


Runaway lorry ‘not faulty’ 
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THE owners of the Ml runaway truck that sparked off a ma-. 
jor police operation said they ted found nothing wrong with 
it Michael Rayner, 26, survived a 20-mile ordeal last week af- 
ter saying the accelerator pedal had jammed. But yesterday 
the Kent-based Polka crest company said it had found “no rear- 
son for concern with either the truck or ancillary equipment”. ' 


Fayed buys Diana’s old school 


*’ .. X m -• 





MOHAMED AL FAYED is to buy the old school of Diana, 
Princess of Whies, for £2-5 million, to create a school for trau- 
matised children. 

The Harrods chairman said the new centre at West Heath 
School in Sevenoaks, Kent, would be “a living memorial to 
Princess Diana and Dodi A1 Fayed”. 
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Breastfeeding rebels meet 
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ADVOCATES of breastfeeding who formed a breakaway group 
firom the National Childbirth Trust (NCT) are bolding their 
fitst major conference today. The Breastfeeding Network broke 
away from the NCT over its acceptance of sponsorship from 
Salisbury, which sells an own-brand breast-milk substitute. - 
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scroungers 

Bogus refugees have won a victory that 
may benefit hundreds, writes Ian Burred 
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THEY were dubbed “Giro 
■ Czechs". Mjchal and Mariana 
Balog were part of the migration 
of eastern European gypsies to 
Britain last year which ministers 
depicted as an exodus of bogus 
refugees intent on milking our 
benefit system. 

Now the Home Office has 
accepted that the Balogs were 
not bogus after all but were gen- 
uinely fleeing racial persecution 
after being tbe victims of at /east 
eight attacks by skinhead gang s 
in the Slovak Republic. 

Their successful application 
for asylum is, along with three 
other favourable verdicts for 
Slovak “Roma” families, to be 
used by lawyers as a test case for 
hundreds of similar asylum 
claims. 

The issue is potentially 
embarrassing for ministers who 
denounced .the gypsies as 
“economic migrants”. 

I Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, told radio listeners in Jan- 
uary: “Not ... odc of these has 
been found by the independent 
tribunals to have had a well- 
founded claim for asylum.” He 
accused solicitors of helping 
gypsies to “manufacture, invent 
[and] pursue" claims. 

But a special adjudicator at 
the Immigration Appellate Au- 
thority 'has ruled in favour of 
eight Czech and Slovak gypsies, 
who had claimed they were 
being persecuted. The Home 
Office, which had earlier 
described the cases as “ mani- 
festly unfounded", has decided 
not to appeal the decisions. 

As critics of the gypsies will 
have suspected, Mr Balog, 28, 
has never done a full day’s 
work in his life. 

On the only occasion be 
was offered a position -at a Slo- 
vakian brewery - he was forced 
to leave on his first day after 
colleagues refused to work with 
a gypsy. 

Other firms refused even to 
consider someone of his racial 


background and his job centre 
openly admitted there was no 
point in him coming in. 

Instead be was forced to root 
around in rubbish dumps for 
bottles, paper and iron to selL 

Apart from the physical at- 
tacks, one of which 1^ youngest 
daughter Valeria unable to 
speak for weeks afterwards, 
the family was constantly taunt- 
ed with shouts of “Go Back to 
India". The Roma are described 
by other Slovakians as “blacks" 
and refer to themselves as such, 
despite their skin colour. 

When Mariana, 27, was ex- 
pecting elder daughter Marika, 
now five, she was told by her 
local hospital that they did not 
accept Roma. After protest she 
was allowed to have her baby in 
a side room used to house the 
building’s heating controls. 

By last year the family were 
unable to afford tbeir rent and 
were moved into an out-of- 
town housing scheme reserved 
for gypsies, la August, they 
fled to Britain on a bus. Immi- 
gration officials considered 
their case for asylum and re- 
jected it in November. 

But the family, who are 
living in a two-bedroomed fast- 
floor flat in Mnswell Hill, north 
London, this month won their 
appeal. 

Although none of the fam- 
ily speaks English, Mr Balog 
said he would accept any kind 
of work, while his wife is seek- 
ing employment as a seam- 
stress. Marika' has already 
started attending a local school 

The family has some contact 
with tbe other Roma families, 
although many are housed hi 
Kent after arriving at DoveT: 
The gypsies organised a dance 
evening at Swiss Cottage, norib 
London, last weekend. 

Through an interpreter, Mr 
Balog said: “No one should have 
to live through what we have 
lived through- The Home Office 
don't seem to have any idea 
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Wife tells of 
fondling by 
army chaplain 





By Linus Gregpriadis - 

AN ARMY chaplain fondled a 
soldier’s wife as she sat on a sofa 
holding a friend’s baby, a court 
martial was told yesterday. 

Captain Richard Lmxdall, 
41, also pressed himself against 
her as she bathed three children, 
and molested her when she 
had a rfijf d sitting on her knee, 
a 24-year-old woman told the 
court 

. . Describing the first of a.se- . 
ries Of alleged assaults, the 
woman, who cannot be named 
for legal reasons, said: “The 
padre made general chat about 
not hing in particular and then 
he put his arm around me. He 
did npt say anything. 

“His hh^d went inside my 
sweater - hr* hand was under- 
neath my. crop-top. She con- 
tinued: “I nished out saying I 
was going tochange the baby to 
get myseff^v^&tmhim.’’ 

Ttelqlli|fcmgday Capt Lan- 
dall a Bosma veteran, called at 
the woman's house with a 
bunch of flowers and a card, the 
court martial, atTidwoith, Wilt- 
shire, heard. It react “Thank 
you for being there for me. Sor- 
ry about my behaviour ‘last 
night Tbo much, to drink." . 



& * 




Fus2ias, denies four charges of 
indecefltfya?BuIfa^! the woman 
and an- alternative charge of 
harassing her. The alleged aS- 
saulfcaresaid to have taktm place 

over a five-day. period in No- 


Captain Larrdall who 
denies a series of assaults 


vember last year, at Celle, Ger- 
many. 

Describfaganotber assault, 
the woman told the court that 
Capt Landall indecently as- 
saulted her as she lathed 
three children at her friend’s 
house, and on another occa- 
sion while shChad a child on 
her knee. • - 

Cross-examined by Alison 

Barker, counsel for. the de- 
fence, the woman denied that 
she had bcen drmkmg heavily 
before one of the alleged as- 
saults and had sal on foe chap- 
lain’s lap before kissing the 
bald patch on his head. The de- 
fence accused heroflying with 
her “scandalous” allegations in 

a Kd to save herfidfa^mairi^e 

and lo win sympathy. . 

The hearing con tinner 



The Balog family, now living in north London, were subject to attacks by skinheads!, hounded out of jobs and refused medical treatment at home 


what is going on in our country.” 
He is grateful to the British pub- 
lic. “People are so polite. If we 
go shopping people help us, 
whereas in Slovakia we are not 
even allowed into many of the 
shops.” 


Deri Hughes-Roberts, of 
the Refugee Legal Centre, said 
the favourable verdicts would 
be Lest cases for the 370 Roma 
still appealing for asylum in 
Britain. Another S23 Czech 
and Slovak refugees have al- 


ready been removed from 
Britain. 

Mr Hughes-Roberts said: 
“If the Home Office chooses to 
ignore the decisions in the test 
cases, we will be arguing before 
special adjudicators that the de- 


cision has to be treated as being 
extremely persuasive and that 
they should allow the out- 
standing appeals.” 

A Home Office spokesman 
said the fact that eight appel- 
lants had been successful 


showed that the adjudications 
were fair and independent. 

He pointed out dial since tbe 
beginning of December, 24 Slo- 
vaks and 12 Czechs have had 
asylum appeals dismissed. 

“ Each case will continue to 


Photograph: Paul Rogers 


be considered on its individual 
merits, in the light of all avail- 
able information about the 
treatment of Roma in the ap- 
plicant's ■ countiy of origin. If 
asylum is justified this will be 
granted,” be said. 
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We promise you’ll save money on your 
phone bill. Or we’ll give you back double 
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Cable & Wireless and we promise we’ll save you money 
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Peace referendum: Backing for deal difficult to gauge, because voting system does not differentiate between Catholics and Protestants 

Ulster poll 
hides level 


of loyalist 


support 


By Kim Sengupta 


THE crucial question of just 
what kind of mandate the 
Northern Ireland peace agree- 
ment has will he virtually im- 
possible to answer, because of 
the system of polling in tomor- 
row's referendum. 

It does not differentiate be- 
tween voting patterns of Protes- 
tants and Catholics and.il will 
be difficult to gauge the exact 
level of Unionist support. The 
split between supporters of Ian 
Paisley and David Trimble is 
likely to have an important in- 
fluence on whether a Northern 
Ireland assembly can work ef- 
fectively. The votes cast by an 
electorate of 1.8 million will be 
counted on the basis of Yes or 
No. without any details emerg- 
ing of whether they are Union- 
ist or nationalist, or from 
Protestant or Catholic areas. 

It is generally accepted 
Unionists make up 52 per cent 
of the Northern Ireland elec- 
torate. The No campaign has 
claimed that a rejection of the 
peace agreement by more than 
26 per cent of the overall vote 
will mean more than half the 
Unionists are against it and it 
does not have their consent 

The Yes campaign started by 
striving to get 70 or 75 per cent 
of the vote across the board to 
counter allegations that the ac- 
cord has been backed not just 
by Catholics, who are expected 
to be in favour, but Protestants 
aswelL 

The poll will also present 
some unique imponderables. 
The most obvious is that a high 
turn-out is expected, with many 
electors, mainly Protestant, vot- 
ing for the first time. Such an 
influx can lead to a variable of 


10 per cent in the result. This, 
say observers, win muddy the 
waters even more, leading com- 
peting camps to make claims 
and counter-claims on whether 
loyalists supported the agree- 
ment. 

One way of discovering dif- 
ferences in voting between the 
communities would be through 
exit polls. But there is no his- 
tory of such polling in Northern 
Ireland. There is another com- 
plicating factor: optnioQ polls 
have shown around 25 per cent 
say they are undecided. But, 
with the referendum a day 
away, most of these may have 
have made up their minds and 
are keeping their intentions to 
themselves. If they show simi- 
lar ambivalence to exit pollsters, 
airy predictions' would be [ess 
than reliable. 

Ballot-boxes will be sealed 
twice after voting. The No cam- 
paign wants to put its seal on 
them because, according to Mr 
Paisley, the Government has 
‘'stooped to every dirty trick in 
’ the book ... we’re even going 
to sit and watch them all night 
to make sure there is no non- 
sense” 

The result will be declared 
on Saturday afternoon. 

Three of the parties are 
planning to lodge formal com- 
plaints following allegations 
that many people have been un- 
fairly denied votes. 

Politicians campaigning for 
Yes and No have said potential 
electors have oot received a 
vote, despite filling in elec- 
toral-register forms. 

Sinn Fein, the UK Unionist 
Party and the Ulster Democratic 
Party are to make formal com- 
plaints to the Chief Electoral 
Officer. 



Sho 


Mo Mowlam and Richard Branson share a joke on walkabout in Belfast yesterday. Mr Branson is backing the 'Yes’ campaign 


Photograph: Crispin Rodwell/Reucers 


Will Unionists back Trimble or go with Paisley? 

t Past elections reveal supporters have switched allegiance. By David McKittrick 


of b 


THE most important issue in 
the referendum campaign is 
whether a majority of Unionists 
will take the advice of David 
Trimble to vote “Yes” or follow 
the counsel of the Rev Ian 
Paisley and vote “No”. 

Although Mr Trimble's 
Ulster Unionists: have always 
been the largest Protestant 
party, an examination of past 
elections shows that on certain 
occasions large numbers of its 
supporters have switched to 
Mr Paisley’s Democratic 
Unionists. 

The two parties are gener- 
ally at odds, following the old 
precept that the battle between 
rivals can often be more bitter 
than that between outright 
opponents. But the figures show 
that many at grassroots level are 


floating voters who regularly 
switch votes between the two. 

The key question in Friday’s 
vote is whether they will stick 
with the Trimble camp or, in the 
less frequent but established 
pattern, go with Paisley. There 
has never been an exact prece- 
dent for this referendum, but 
past performance sheds some 
light on the question. 

Northern Ireland has gone 
through 22 elections in the last 
quarter of a century. Mr Pais- 
ley’s worst performances come 
in Westminster elections where 
he averages 15 per cent. 

This is because the sitting 
Unionist MPs are mostly mem- 
bers of the Ulster Unionists, in 


Paisleys popularity 
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Sections 


a number ofcases Mr Paisley is 
politically unable to run against 
these, since a split Protestant 
vote could allow a nationalist to 
take theseaL 

The absence of DUP candi- 


dates in such seats keeps the 
Paisley vote unusually low. 

A different pattern can be 
seen in council elections where 
the proportional representa- 
tion voting system removes the 


danger of split Unionist votes. 
In these contests Mr Paisley 
takes an average of 20 per cent 
of the vote, a significant increase 
on his Westminster showing, 
thoagh still behind Ulster 
Unionist levels. 

This pattern is, however, 
dramatically reversed in 
European elections, which, ever 
since the 1970s, have 
represented a recurring 
personal triumph for Mr 
ftusley. In these contests he out- 
strips Mr Trimble's party, zoom- 
ing ahead to an average vote of 
51 per cent and taking a clear 
majority of Unionist votes. 

These polls are regarded as 
“beauty contests,” being the 


only occasions when all ordinary 
Protestants can vote for Mr 
Paisley personally rather than 
voting for his party. 

Although the DUP leader 
himself lays much stress on 
these particular contests, most 
commentators agree that 
European votes are much less 
important than elections to 
Westminster. 

The significance of these 
European polls is that tradi- 
tional Ulster Unionist party 
supporters feei free to transfer 
their allegiance to the DUP 
leader. His hope is that they win 
do so in large numbers on 
Friday, enabling him tq claim 
that a majority of Uniorusts are 
against the agreement and have 
given him a mandate to wreck 
it. 
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For a limited period we ore cutting our 
Personal Loan rates by o stooge-ring 2%'. 
So now is o good time to plan for that new 
cor, book o holiday or even clear your 
credit card debts. 
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Restaurateur sells high 
society haunts for £3m 
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Morgens Tholstrup at his fashionable London restaurant The Collection in Kmghtsbridge, one of the three just sold 


Photograph; Richard Yeung 


By Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affcurs Correspondent 

“IS THERE a society woman 
who isn't in love with Mogens 
Tholstrup? the Daily Mail once 
asked. If there was then, there 
is not now after the restaura- 
teur to the It Girls has pock- 
eted £5.5m for selling bis 
restaurants. 

Yesterday, it was announced 
that Mr Tholstrup, the owner 
of three of London's most 
fashionable restaurants - 
Daphne’s, Pasha and The Col- 
lection - bad sold them to the 
monies and friies chain, Belgo. 
earning around £3m in cash 
and £2 5m worth of shares. 

Despite coming from a 
wealthy Danish family, when 
Mogens Tholstrup moved to 
Loudon 12 years ago he was un- 
known. He set up his fist restau- 
rant Est, in Soho. But bis rise to 
gossip columnist's darling came 


after he rescued Daphne’s in 
South Kensington, frequented in 
the Sixties by film stars and roy- 
alty. As Dai LewcDyn, the broth- 
er of Roddy, Princess M argaret's 
former boyfriend, said: “In 1993, 
when Mogens reopened 
Daphne’s, I hadn’t a due who be 

was. Now I see him at the most 
exclusive bouse parties in the 
South offiance and the smartest 
boar shoots in Germany." 

For the opening of 
Daphne’s, Mr Tholstrup invit- 
ed the 800 most important 
people in London. It was the 
beginning of the beau monde 
flocking to Daphne’s, espe- 
cially since, unlike at San 
Lorenzo, their normal haunt, 
the paparazzi were not banned. 

Mr Tholstrup, now with 
Lady Victoria Hervey, split 
from his wife, Paola Schlansen, 
a former model, and dated a 
succession of glamorous 
women, including It Girl Ihra 


Pahner-Tbmkinson. Ms Pahner- 
T banldns on’s crowd were out in 
force when he launched The 
Collection. 

Hacey MacLeod, restau- 
rant reviewer for The Inde- 
pendents Saturday ma g azine 
«8pid: “'When I went to The Col- 
lection it was full of shiny 
blondes and there was a certain 
soft of element ... that had 
come up west for the evening. 
There was an awful lot o f fake- 
tan legs ... I was mesmerised 
by the shinyness of it all” 

The third restaurant, Pasha, 
which opened last November, 
looked to the increasing pop- 
ularity of North African style. 

The marriage of society 
ladies with Belgo’s wQl raise a 
few eyebrows. Restaurant re- 
viewer Ben Rogers said “Bel- 
go’s is Bee a theme park, it’s like 
a factory. I can’t see iL Are they 
going to have to wear monk’s 
habits in Daphne’s?" 
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Shortages 
of blood 
may delay 
operations 


By Louise Jury 

OPERATIONS may be can- 
celled, depending on patients* 
blood types, because of a crisis 
in stocks of the most common 
Group O, it emerged yesterday. 

The blood service in London 
and the South-east has ap- 
pealed to hospitals to review 
waiting-lists for Group-O pa- 
tients. Non-emergency surgery 
where the patient may require 
a transfusion may have to be 
postponed after stocks sank to 
half a day’s supply. Marcela 
Contferas. the region’s.execu- 
tive director, has told consultant 
haematoiogists and laboratory 
staff that the move was neces- 
sary to ensure an adequate 
supply of Group O, regarded as 
a near-universal type for emer- 
gency use. 

“We are acutely aware that 
following several weeks of re- 
stricting your supplies, many of 
you are operating with critical- 
ly low stocks of Group-0 blood 
and are facing the prospect of 
taking uncomfortable clinical 
decisions.” Radio appeals for 
donors have resulted in im- 
provements in stocks but it ■will 
be some lime before they have 
recovered to more normal lev- 
els. Shortages across the coun- 
try meant other regions were 
unable to help. 

Derails of the “rescheduling” 
of surgery were revealed yes- 
terday at the first public meet- 
ing of the National Blood 
Authority (NBA), which has, 
like other quangos, previously 
met in private. Figures at the 

meeting show the authority was 

£109,000 in deficit for the year 


to March, but that the budget 
for this year is under serious 
pressure because of factors in- 
cluding the CJD crisis. 

Mike Fogdeo, the chair man 
appointed to replace Sir Colin 
Wilker, sacked by the Govern- 
ment m March, has told staff the 
cost to the service of CJD is like- 
ly to be £87m. 

Qne example given yesterday 
of the problems was that some 
hospitals were already switch- 
ing from the service's EFP 
(fresh frozen plasma) to a com- 
mercial alternative, Qctaplas. 

If that continued, it could 
cost the NBA of £&5m in Tost 
revenue. 

Evan Harris, MP for Oxford 
West and Abingdon, who has 
campaigned on the blood ser- i 
vice, said he was worried about 
spiralling costs and cancelled 
surgery, which comes as the 
Government is due to make an 
announcement on waiting-lists 
today. “The news that Group- 
O patients will be discriminat- 
ed against in terms of getting 
their- operations represents a 
further distortion of clinical 
priorities. The Government is 
failing to get a grip on the cri- 
sis engulfing the nation's blood 
supply." 

Dr Harris said he was par- 
ticularly appalled that at no 
stage during yesterday’s meet- 
ing was there any discussion on 
the recent, damning report on 
the NBA. It was set up by the 
Conservatives five years ago to 
improve efficiency and cut costs 
in the service. 

But the cost of the service 
has risen from £140m in 1994 
to more than £207m last year. 
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Everest team forced 
to delay final ascent 
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By Charles Arthur 

THE TOP ofthe world wifl have 
to wait- Bad weather and a lack 
of preparation have forced The 
Independents Stephen Goodwin 
and other climbers on the 
Himalayan Kingdoms team to 
pastpone.tbeir attempt on the 
summit of Mt Everest, originally 
planned for yesterday. 

Instead, They have retreated 
fr om pa mp 4, high on the moun- 
tain, to waif for better weather 
- expected atlhe weekend. 

“They didn’t manage to get 
in ihe gimmit, and, they’ve come 
down from Camp 4 to Camp 2," 
said Rob Owen, head of the 
Himalayan IGngdoms expedi- 
tion on a. .satellite phone from 
Everest Base Camp yesterday. 

“This, problem .is that the 
ropes-weren't fixed all the way 
up. Bin there's a weather win- 
dow coming in a couple of 
davs.f'fae said. 

Most climbers on Everest 
use “fixed" ropes to pull them- 
sehes up steep sections, because 


at high altitude it is both ex- 
hausting and highly risky to try 
to climb unaided. 

But because no teams had 
reached the summit until yes- 
terday there were do fixed ropes, 
particularly on the “Hillary 
Step", a 20m section of rock and 
ice near the 8,848m summit. 

However, on Wednesday a 
team of four Iranians and their 
Sherpas and two American 
teams reached the summit, 
meaning fixed ropes will be 
there for later teams. 

After their equipment and 
tents were almost blown off the 
mountain by a storm, the Hima- 
layan Kingdoms team is again 
wrestling with technology. *Afl 
our radios have Mown up bat 
ane, so we haven't had much con- 
tact with the team,'' said Owen. 

One of the Americans who 
readied the summit yesterday 
planted a GPS (Global Posi- 
tioning System) receiver at the 
summit to find oat just how big 
the lumpofrodi is, and whether. » opeki 
it is getting any bigger, w ’ so J 
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Wires in the brain °^ er 

hope to Parkinson's victim 



‘Activa? has allowed Mr Sandercock to regain skills he lost years ago, such as shaving 


By Charles Arthur 

Science and Technology Editor 


GRAHAM SANDERCOCK 
was only 37 when be developed 
Parkinson’s disease. From 
leading an active life as a fa- 
ther of two and working as a 
painter and decorator, he 
found lumsdf gradually losing 
control of his body, imfflbe was 
unable to walk, unable to wadi, 
unable even to eaL 

Now 52, he contemplates 
the fist-sized mechanism that 
was attached to his collarbone 
in a five-hour operation. “I 
have got a new life. Now I can 
get out of bed by myself. I can 
wash myself, dress myself and 
go for a walk. I no longer need 
help daring the day, and sleep 
well at night” 

The cause of his happiness 
is a device that provides suf- 
ferers of Parkinson's disease 
with an on-off switch to con- 
trol their symptoms - like a 
“pacemaker” for the brain - 
which was launched in Britain, 
yesterday. 

* Using electrodes implanted 
deep in the brain and con- 
nected to a battery-powered 
transmitter, the novel treat- 
ment called Activa, can ease 
or even wipe oat the symptoms 
of the disease, which leaves suf- 
ferers shaking involuntarily or 

frozen m immobility. 

The treatment - made by 






The 'neurological pulse generator’, left, sends a current through wires implanted deep Inside the brain 


Ross Pin* 


the American company Med- 
tronic - could, in theory, help 
up to 20,000 of the 125,000 
people diagnosed with Parkin- 
son's disease in the UK every 
year. Bnt its cost- £5,000 for 
the device, £7,000-£l0,00b for 
the operation to install it, and 
thousands more to maintain 
it - will count against it at a 
time when health spending is 
being pushed towards cutting 
waiting lists, and expensive 
therapies struggle for health 
managers' acceptance. 

However, both the Parkin- 
son’s Disease Society and doc- 


tors who have pioneered the 
system say that, compared to 
price of expensive medication 
and long-term care, it could 
be cost-effective. Drugs for 
controlling the symptoms of 
Parkinson's disease can cost 
£15,000 a year. 

Most of those diagnosed a$ 
having Paririnspn’s disease are 
elderly, but the Activa thera- 
py is seen as being chiefly of 
benefit to sufferers in their thir- 
ties or forties. Often, these pa- 
tients And that drugs become 
less effective over the years 
and, as the dosage is increased. 


they can induce wild move- 
ments of the head. 

Mary Baker, president of 
the European Parkinson's Dis- 
ease Association, said it is vi- 
tal to persuade those paying for 
health care to offer die thera- 
py. “Nobody knows what Par- 
kinson's disease is costing the 
country,” she said. “We have 
to provide the evidence.” 

Parkinsonism is caused 
when brain cells making the 
n euro transmitter dopamine 
degenerate; the effect is loss of 
movement control. Surgical 
techniques involve burning 


away ineffective cells, biit ic? L 
quire great accuracy. Activa ap- r 
plies an electrical stimulus — 
thus avoiding the risks of burn- 
ing a hole in the brain. 

The transmitter is im- 
planted near the collar bone, 
and the connecting wire and 
electrodes are also hidden un- 
der the skin. The patient uses 
a magnetic device to control. - 
die transmitter. Mr Sanderoock 
finds that this is the only draw- 
back: he cannot walk unchal- 
lenged through airport control 
or pass cutlery without it get- 
ting attached to him. 


minoqa TUC battles on over 


After traditional SLR 
equipment, it’s a great weight 
off your shoulders. 


Now you can go in for serious photography 
without humping a load of gear about 

At least you can if you’ve got a new Vectis S-l 
Advanced Photo System SLR. Because it’s not ^ 
only lighter, it’s also far smaller than traditional 


SLR. cameras. 


25% smaller to be precise, with no less than 
seven interchangeable lenses that are up to an amazing 
45% smaller than normal. 

And as well as being one of the smallest SLRs, 
it’s also among the most rewarding. 

Unlike an ordinary SUL for example, the 
Vectis S-l employs a revolutionary new TTL Side 
Viewfinder that makes viewing easier thanks to its large 
magnification, and dioptre adjustment. 

The S-l doesn’t restrict you to fine weather 
shooting either, because it’s splashproof. Another first 
from Minolta. And not just the body but the lenses 
and built-in flash too. 

And you can use the S-l exactly the same 
wav as a point and shoot compact by 
setting it to fully automatic. 




And because 


PS 






it’s an SLR camera, it 


has all the features you could possibly need for more 
creative photography. 

So not only do you get all the traditional SLR 
system benefits, you also get all the latest benefits of 
APS technology: Drop-in Film Loading, Film 
Chamber Lock, Triple Format Selection, Date, Time 
and Title Imprinting (on the back of each print). 

You can even switch between film types or 
speeds mid-roll and reload later to- exactly the frame 
where you left off thanks to Mid- Roll Change. 

Plus you can order up to nine prints of any 
particular shot you want prior to taking it. 

In fact, the Vectis S-l really does offer you a 
||f|l|Bk whole new dimension in photography. 

Albeit in somewhat smaller dimensions. 


union recognition 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Edtor 

UNION leaders registered their 
determination to > campaign 
against a critical part of a rad- 
ical white paper on employees’ 
rights to be published today. 

While welcoming die general 
thrust of the document, which 
proposes the introduction of a . 
series of important new rights in 
the workplace, the inner circle 
of the Trades Union Congress 
yesterday decided to continue its 
fight against Government pro- 
posals on union recognition. 

In particular, the TUC exec- 
'utjye opted to prosecute its bat- 
tle against Downing Street over 
the insistence that 40 per cent of 
any workplace must tack the in- 
troduction of collective bargain- 
ing, not just a simple majority of 
those voting in a ballot 

Employees’ representatives 


will also cam p ai g n against a pro- 
posal to exempt all organisa- 
tions employing fewer than 20 
employees from the proposed 
legislation on recognition. 

The one union leader to 
distance himself from the 
TUCs stance was Ken Jackson, 
general secretary of the Amal- 
gamated Engineering and Elec- 
trical Union, who expressed 
itis “100 per cent backing" for 
the package of proposals. 

The “fairness at work” white 
paper will mark an historic 
departure from the policies of 
previous successive Conserva- 
tive governments, but will pro- 
pose a relatively tough test 
before union recognition wins 
the backing of the law. 

As a gesture towards “Old 
Labour” critics, however, it en- 
visages that the 40 per cent for- 
mula should be reviewed after 
two years. Significantly, it is ex- 


pected that the percentage V 
ure will not be included in leg- 
islation but in supporting . 
regulations, which can be 
changed without a full-scale 
parliamentary debate. 

Another “sweetener” is ex- 
pected to be that where an^em- . 
plcyer insists on a bafloti' the 
company must foot half the bill 

Unions and dissident back- 
bench Labour K!R will also wel- 
come a concession whereby 
recognition will be “automatic" 
where more than half of a 
workforce are union members. 

Mr Jackson said the recog- 
nition debate was now over 
and there was no point in the 
TUC campaigning for some- 
thing that was not achievable. 

. But John Edmonds, general 
secretary of the GMB union, 
said the campaign over the 40 
per cent formula would “go on 
and on”. 


THE PLEASURE OF PEACHES. 


m. 


THE TEMPTATION OF TRUFFLES. 


THE JOY OF JELLYBEANS. 


THE INDULGENCE OF ICE CREAM 


THE ECSTASY OF ECLAIRS. 


The Vectis S-l. A lighter, smaller breed of SLR. 



vs 


THE BLISS OF A BANK HOLIDAY SPENT 


IN THE FOOD HALLS AT HARRODS. 

This Bank Holiday, Harrods is open from lOara until 6pm 
on Saturday and Monday So visit the Food Halls, our 
nineteen restaurunls or any of our 300 other departments. 


TiRWtew 

■ ■ KMGHTSBRIDGFu. 


■ ■ KNlCHTSBRIDCiX 

Harrods I*L Kui^htsbrii/ge, Lmuhn SWtX 7.XL. Teb 0171-730 1234. 


Vcctw S- 1, complete with 28- 56 mm Zoom I cm £299.99. Camera shown trith 22-80 Zoom leu £ 399.99 Minolta I UK* Lid, Precedent Drrve. Roakucy, Milton Kernes, MK13 BHF. 
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Airport brings discord to Aldeburgh Festival 





Aldeburgh, Suffolk, « ’toIoM vk*U it b abo next d.jor to a .teigmted 

By Kate Whtson-Smyth . , „ 

Jonathan Reekie, chief ex- 


of outstanding beauty winch is the planned site for an airport running 30,000 flights a year Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


A PLAN to turn a disused air- 
base into a commerciai airport 
which operates up to 80 flights 
a day could ruin the interna- 
tionally renowned Aldeburgh 
Festival residents of a Suffolk 
village claimed yesterday. 

The two-and-a-half week fes- 
tival attracts more than 70,000 
visitors every year as well as per- 
formers from all over the world 
who come to record their work. 
Organisers are concerned that 
the noise of the planes will 
drown out the music. 

The site for Anglia Interna- 
tional Airpark (A1A), which is 
only three miles from Alde- 
burgh, was designated an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
in 1969 and the villagers are al<n 
concerned that such a major de- 
velopment will spoil the area. 


ecufive of Aldeburgh Produc- 
tions, said that 40 per cent of the 
audience for the festival came 
from outside the region and he 
was concerned that the airport 
might have a detrimental effect 
on the area. 

“We are also concerned 
about recording - when the 
Americans [who left in 1993] 
were here they agreed not to fly 
near us on days when we were 
recording but you cannot expect 
a commercial airport to cancel 
scheduled flights for us,” he said. 

On recording days no cars 
are allowed to drive up to the 
concert hall at Snape M airings 
and passers-by are requested to 
keep silent. 

“The developers have said 
that the airport wiO provide jobs 
in the area but one cannot help 
thinking that it will lead to the 


Greenhouse 
effect worse 
than forecast 


By Charles Arthur 

Science and Technology Editor 

GLOBAL warming will get 
worse and the world’s oceans 
and land-based ecosystems will 
be less able to ease it by absorb- 
ing excess carbon dioxide than 
had been thought, say scientists. 

The new findings show that 
earlier assumptions, used to 
build the Kyoto agreement be- 
tween industrialised nations lim- 
iting carbon dioxide and other 
emissions, were too optimistic. 

Instead, the sophistiaited new 
computer models, devised to ex- 
amine how well non-aimospberic 
sources could absorb the gases 
produced by the burning of fossil 
fuels, indicate that, in time, nei- 
ther the oceans nor forests will be 
able to' “fix” gases which contribute 
to the wanning of the planeL 

The findings, published today 
in two papas in the science jour- 
nal Nature , show that earlier 
hopes- that the sea, in particu- 
lar. might be able to art as a huge 
“sink” for atmospheric carbon 
dioxide - were exaggerated 

Those expectations were buflt 
in to the work of the Inter- 
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCCJ. GmiineDtipg on 
the latest work, David Schimel 
of the National Center for 
Atmospheric Research in Col- 
orado, said the differences from 
the rPCCTs baseline estimates 


“has serious implications for 
policy designed to stabilise the 
concentration of trace gases in 
the atmosphere'’. 

A team at Princeton Univer- 
sity in New Jersey found that as 
the ocean began to absorb more 
carbon dioxide from the atmos- 
phere (becoming more acidic in 
the process), it would also be- 
come more ‘'stratified” -so that 
there would be less mixing be- 
tween the top and lower layers. 

The topmost layers, which 
are most exposed to higher 
atmospheric levels of green- 
house gases, would reach 
point where they could not ab- 
sorb any more gases more 
quickly. That means the ocean 
would stop acting as a brake on 
atmospheric global warming. 

In the atmosphere, carbon 
dioxide acts to absorb radiation 
from the sun, making the tem- 
perature higher. While some 
global wanning is essential to 
life, too much change too quick- 
ly could cause catastrophic “cli 
mate change” - which some 
scientists say has already begun. 

Another paper by a team at 
the University of Sheffield, in- 
vestigating land-based systems’ 
reaction to higher carbon diox- 
ide levels, discovered that while 
the gas helps vegetation for a 
while (because plants use it for 
photosynthesis), “this response 
will decline”. 


Pay fewer teachers 
more, says Hodge 


Byjudfthjudd 

Education Editor 


SCHOOLS should employ 
fewer teachers, not more, so 
that those who are not up to the 
job are kept out of the profes- 
sion, according to Margaret 
Hodge, influential chair of the 
Commons Select Committee 
on Education. 

More classroom assistants 
should be employed, she says, 
and pupils giveQ lessons on the 
Internet. 

Her remarks come as the 
Government is trying to re- 
cruit more teachers through a 
JU_5m advertising campaign. 

Wri ting in the New States- 
man^ Ms Hodge - who has al- 
ready infuriated teachers by 
suggesting that they should 
have shorter holidays - argues 
that in 10 years “the teachers’ 
monopoly in the classroom will 
be brought to an end”. In its 
place would be an elite force of 
well-paid, high-quality teachers, 
backed bv trained assistants. 


“If pupils are working from 
lessons on the Internet, a trained 
classroom assistant may be as 
useful as a teacher. At Thomas 
Telford City Technology Col- 
lege, students are already study- 
ing for their A-levels via the 
Internet They can access lesson 
plans and even conduct science 
experiments without leaving 
home,” she says. 

Ms Hodge says people 
should not be accepted into 
te aching “purely to make up the 
numbers". One chemistry 
teacher bad lost his pupils’ re- 
spect to the extent that they 
locked him in a store cupboard. 

With many students entering 
teacher training courses with 
only a C and two Ds at A-leveb 
il is impossible to give teaching 
the status it deserves, she argues. 

A spokeswoman for the 
National Union of Teachers 
said: “To assume that academic 
excellence is the same as high- 
quality teaching shows that Ms 
. Hodge fails to understand the 
dynamic of the profession.” 




destruction of existing jobs in 
tourism - people will not want 
to come here for a peaceful hol- 
iday when there are planes fly- 
ing over all the time,” he added. 

“Ws will be studying the pro- 
posals very carefully and if nec- 
essary we will object strongly.” 

Nick BushiD, chairman of the 


Aide and Ore Association, said 
the airport might bring advan- 
tages, but he was concerned 
about aircraft noise and in- 
creased traffic on minor roads. 

Bentwaters Investments, 
which bought the site from the 
Mini stry of Defence iast year, 
said yesterday that it would be 


submitting planning permis- 
sion today and declined to com- 
ment in advance. 

But a brochure produced by 
the company said it planned to 
operate as a business airport 
and would cater for aircraft 
maintenance, business, private 
and training fligh ts. “AIA plans 


to attract within five years over 
30,000 flights per year .. . serv- 
ing 100,000 yearly passengers.” 

However, Gregory Luton, di- 
rector of the Suffolk Preservation 
Society, said government guide- 
lines stipulated that there should 
be no major development in an 
Area of Natural Beauty unless 


there was a proven national 
need for il and there was no suit- 
able alternative ate. “The pre- 
vious airbase was there because 
there was a war on but you would 
not choose to put an airfield 
there now because it is an Area 
of Natural Beauty,” be said. 

“We do not want to be seen 


as Nimbys [Not In My Back 
Yard] but there is no point in 
having these designations of 
they can be breached at any op- 
portunity. The area does not 
have a suitable infrastructure . . . 
unlike Ipswich which until re- 
cently had a perfectly good 
sub-regional airport." 
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Bravo 


Bravo HLX 

• Remote control central locking 
- and alarm. 

• Power steering. • ABS. 

• Electric sunroof and mirrors. 

• 6 speaker radio-cassette. 

• Heated seats. 

• Bravo range from £10,924. 

FIAT BRAVO 


Finance 

Examples 

Bravo 1.4S 

Bravo 1.8 HLX 
(Metallic) 

Cash Priee T 

£10,923.90 

£14.457.13 

Deposit 

£2,211.90 

£2.901.13 

Deposit % 

20% 

20% 

Amount Financed 

£8.712.00 

£11.556.00 

36 Monthly 
Repayments 

£242.00 

£321.00 

Total Amount 
Payable 

£10.923.90 

814.457. U 

APR % 

0.0% 

0.0% 


This’ll put a smile on your face. You can buy 
a stunning Fiat Bravo for a mere 20% deposit. 
What Car? Magazine agrees and boasts 
“There isn’t a more stylish car in the class.” 

Call 0800 71 7000, http://www.fi iat.co.uk 
or visit your local Fiat dealer for more 
information. 


BOEHM 



m 













THt INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY 21 MAY 1998 

10 


10/POLITICS 






Benefits probe 
was a crass 
muddle, say MPs 


By Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The Social Security investigator 
who asked a young man how old 
he was when he “contracted" 
Down’s syndrome yesterday 
s umm ed up the gross incom- 
petence and crass insensitivity 
of a disability benefits review 
launched just three days before 
the last election. 

' In a report on Disability 
Living Allowance fDLA), the 
aJJ -party Commons Social 
Security Committee said that 
the controversial Benefit 
Integrity Project (BEP), set up 
to crack down on baud, had 
been unacceptably launched, 
muddled in its planning, and ap- 
palling in its delivery. 

The MPs’ conclusion was 
that the entire exercise had 
been so inept that more than 
5,000 people who had bad their 
benefit withdrawn, and anotber 
9,000-plus who had had their 
benefit cut, before 23 March - 
when fundamental modifica- 
tions had been introduced - 
“should be contacted and of- 
fered a fresh assessment under 
the new procedures". 

The DLA has an estimated 
2 million claimants, at an annual 


cost of £5bo, and the last gov- 
ernment set up the BEP to deal 
with an estimated £500m fraud. 
Virtually no fraudulent claims 
have since been unearthed. 

Under the scheme, however, 
people who should have been ex- 
empt from the benefits review - 
like the terminally ill- were tar- 
geted and had their benefits cut; 
and many people onlydiscovered 
benefits had been stopped when 
they went to the Post Office or 
bank. “This is causing shock and 
distress and seems utterly dis- 
respectful'’ the MPs said. 

But the most astonishing 
charge levelled against the civil 
servants who organised the 
debacle was the inadequacy of 
training given to the 400 Bene- 
fits Agency staff carrying out the 
on -the -ground investigation. 

The Royal Association for 
Disability and Rehabilitation 
told the MPs that it had “grave 
concerns about the quality of 
the visits and the lack of aware- 
ness of disability”. They cited 
the Down's syndrome question 
as an example. 

In evidence, Bill Farrell, the 
BEP project manager, said some 
officials making their first visit 
to someone claming DLA, to 
(heck on their eligibility, “would 


have had no recent contact 
with disabled people". . 

However, the Disablement 
Income Group (DIG), which 
helped with a five-day training 
course for visiting officials, said 
a significant minority of trainees 
bad no experience of DLA, and 
it added: TA. nEgoptyhad not met 
any disabled people.” The DIG 
stated: “We took the view that 
what we were engaged in was es- 
sentially damage limitation; the 
prospect of inexperienced visi- 
tors without adequate skills 
training, calling on disabled peo- 
ple in the cod text of a bene fit as 
important as DLA, was, frankly, 
too awful to contemplate." 

The MPs were also critical of 

a benefit with sfgnffirant weak- 
nesses; too complex for claim- 
ants and o fficials to understand. 

The report said the failings 
of the benefit were so funda- 
mental that only radical surgery 
could dear them np, and the In- 
tegrity project should be pot on 
six nxMi tbs’ probation to see how 
current changes settled down. . 

Mark Oaten, the Liberal 
Democrat spokesman, said last 
night that the committee’s 
“damning findings " on the BIP 
suggested that it should be 
scrapped at once.. 



Betty Booth royd, Speaker of the House of Commons, blowing out 25 .candles in celebration of a quarter-century 
in politics; she entered the House In May 1973, as Labour MPfor West Bromwich Photograph: Ben Curtis 


Single 

parents 

get good 
deal 

By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


SINGLE parents who have tak- 
en up Labour's New Deal have 
more money in their pocket and 
are costing less to the stale, ac- 
cording to the first figures rev 
leased from the evaluation- 
programme. 

- The programme has looked 
at the first eight mouths of the . 

scheme, and interim, results 
suggest that between 1-5. per 
cent and 7 per cent fewer sin- 
gle parents are claiming in- - 
come support in New Deal 
areas compared to areas where 
it had not been introduced 

The New Deal was launched 
last July to enable 500,000 par- 
ents to get back to work. Per-' 
sonal advisers are at the centre 

of the scheme, which will ensure 

that all lone parents will be in- 
vited to Jobcentres for advice 
on getting work once their chflr 
dren reach school age. 

The Department for Social 
Security set up an. independent 
evaluation to see if the £190m 
schenre was working. Full results 
are expected in October 1999. 

An internal study by the 
DSS suggests that lone parents 
who had taken part in the New 
Deal were £39 better off per 
week, and that they were also 
costing the stale £42 less a 
week in benefits. 



NEW PROFESSIONAL 
QUALITY DIGITAL VIDEO 
CAMERA FROM SONY 


Sony bring us their latest video camera that not only 
gives you professional quality recordings at the 
press of a button, but records in the dark as well. 

So, whether you’re a PC user or interested in 
making movies, you should check out the new . 
digital equipment at your nearest Dixons! / 

TEST DRIVE IT TODAY / 

Ask for a full demonstration A L, 

in-store. A'-- 
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Navy helped during 
Sierra Leone coup 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


ROYAL NAVY ships went to 
the aid of war-torn Sierra 
Leone within days of the start 
of a counter-coup backed by 
British mercenaries, it was is ^ 
vealed last night, . 

As demands grew for Robin 
Cook to come to the House of 
Commons to explain apparent 
discrepancies in his statements 
on the affair, there was in- 
creasing speculation about the 
level of British, military in- 
volvement. 

HMS Monmouth was in 
Guinea, where the exiled Pres- 
ident Kabbah was based, by 14 
February - just a few days af- 
ter soldiers backed by the 
British firm Sandline Interna- , 
tional began their assault on 
Freetown. Monmouth and HMS 
Cornwall, which arrived later, 
were in the area to provide hu- 
manitarian assistance, accord- 
ing to a Parliamentary answer 
from George Robertson, the 
Defence Secretary. There were 
suggestions last night a third 
ship, HMS Nottingham, also 
went to the area. 


Last night John Morris, the 
Attorney General, revealed in 
a written answer he bad learned 
about a Customs and Excise in- 
vestigation into Sandline's 
breach of a UN arms embargo 
in eariy April, weeks before oth- 
er ministers. Tony Lloyd, the 
For eign Office minister, was 
sent information about the in- 
vestigation in mid-April while 
Robin Cook, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, did not know until he re- 
ceived a letter from Sandline's 
solicitors on 28 ApriL 

Officials including Sir John 
Kerr, the Permanent Secretary 
at the Foreign Office, knew 
about allegations that staff col- 
luded with Sandline in early 
ApriL Sir John told MPs last 
week be did not inform Mr 
Cook because it was a “house- 
keeping matter”. 

Yesterday Conservatives 
maintained pressure on the 
Government after the belated 
revelation that five intelligence 
reports in February warned of 
Sandlme’s breach of the arms 
embargo. Mr Cook told the 
Commons last week that no 
such reports existed, but later 
had to retract 


Michael Howard, the shadow 
Foreign Secretary, wrote to Mr 
Cook again to demand be apologise 
in person to MPs*. “This latest rev- 
elation hextraonJinaiy. Did you not 
check whether intelligence reports 
bad been received? ... If so, how 
could the receipt of those telegrams 
have ... been missed?" 

There were also claims last 
night that Sir Thomas Legg, ap- 
pointed to conduct an inde- 
pendent inquiry into the affair, 
was unreliable because he once 
had to apologise for misleading 
a Commons committee. 

At Prime Minister's Ques- 
tions Tony Blair denied Mr 
Cook bad misled the House. 
The .Conservatives had shown 
little or no interest in Sierra 
Leone until recent weeks and 
their front bench had not even 
bothered to attend a Commons 
debate on 12 March, he said. 

“From last May not a single 
question was tabled by the 
shadow Foreign Secretary or his 
deputy. On 12March, this great 
debate where, they say we 
should have explained every- 
thing, not a single Tbiy front- 
bencher even turned up." 

Indonesia crisis, page M 


Hague’s Euro speech deepens 
divide with Tory moderates 


By Anthony Bevins 


THE ROW over William 
Hague’s Fontainebleau speech 
caused even greater Conserva- 
tive divisions yesterday, to the 
evident glee ofTbny Blair, who 
told the Commons the Tory 
leader had aligned himself with 
the Eurosceptics. 

With Kenneth Clarke and 
Michael HeseUine protesting 
most strongly against their par- 
ty leader’s line, that the single 
currency could provoke the 
kind of violence associated with 
Bosnia or Indonesia, Mr Hague 
mustered quick support from Sir 
Teddy Ihyior and Lord TebbiL 

Sir Teddy, MP for Rochford 
and Southend East, said: “I 
think the time has come when 
people have to say we support 
the party and support the leader 
or go elsewhere.” 

But there is no question of 
the Tbiy moderates leaving the 
party to the likes of Sir Teddy 
-or a Eurosceptic leader. 

Having said last Monday 
night that Mr Hague's language 
was “more extreme than even 
Mis Thatcher used”, Mr Hesel- 
line told yesterday’s BBC Radio 
4 Today programme: “We have 
been flirting with Eurasceptirisra 
now for two to three years. If you 
are not getting the slightest en- 
couragement in the early flirta- 
tion, the prospects of the affair 
... sound pretty remote to me." 



e. 1 




* 





Teddy Taylor: ‘Support the 
leader or go elsewhere* 


The former deputy prime 
minister added: “The party has 
got 28 points in the opinion polls 
and there is a huge raft of 
Conservatives out there that 
used to be Conservatives and 
aren’t They have to be got back 
and getting them back involves 
having policies that appeal to a 
wide spectrum of constituencies 
and the electorate.” 

Lord Tebbit said of Mr Hea- 
dline and his allies: “They ob- 
serve it will be impossible for the 
Conservatives to win the elec- 
tion without the support of the 
minority of Europhiles. 

“But they ignore the fact 
that it would be impossible to win 


X 


that election on a programme 
which offends the vast majority 
of Conservatives who believe we • 
have already gone too far into - 
European integration and that 
to enter monetary union would ... 
be the end to self-government ” . 

Enjoying all the fruits of that 
Tory rift, Mr Blair appeared to £ 
Lake a quiet delight in the more J 
extreme line being taken byMr<& 
Hague - a line that would mar- & 
gmalise him in Europe, and atba / £ . 
weekend’s Birmingham summit. 1 
of leaders of the Group ofBght 
industrialised countries. 

He told Sir Teddy that the 
truth of the Fontainebleau 
speech was that Mr Hague had 
joined the likes of John Red- 
wood. the Tory trade and In- 
dustry spokesman, against Mr 
Clarke — “and I think that is an 
interesting decision". 

Later, he told another Tbiy > • 
Euro sceptic, Bernard Jenkin: 

“It is bizarre to claim that Eu- 
ropean Monetary Union is not . 
supported by the countries join- _ 
ing H. So far as this counny is cot* 
cemed. we have made it dear il ’ 
will be subject to a referendum. 

It would be very foolish of Con- . 
servative MPs to get themselves 
into the position of hoping that 

monetary union fails.” 

The Prime Minister then : 
added that, on the issue as a 
whole, rhe Tories had been 
wrong “aL every single juncture”,'- • 
Leading article, page 20 
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sponsors 


courses 


By Ben Russell 

Education Correspondent 


OIL companies may sponsor 
motor racing and Coronation 
Street comes courtesy of Cad- 
bury’s. Now a University of 
London college has signed up 
sponsorship for some of the 
greats of English literature. 

The study of Joseph Conrad, 
Virginia Woolf, Charles Dick- 
ens and TS Eliot now comes to 
Rpyal Holloway CoDege stu- 
dents “in association with" the 
publisher Penguin Classics, in 
the latest attempt to bring 
commerce to the quiet world of 
academia. 

The publisher’s famous pen- 
guin logo will even grace the 
Egbam college’s prospectus un- 
der the deal, the first in which 
a university arts course has 
been linked to a commercial 
sponsor. Editors at Penguin 
now hope that the idea will be 
taken up at universities across 
Britain and abroad. 

Under the three-year deal 
Penguin will supply £3,500 
worth of books for tbe college 
library and offer discounts 
worth about £40 to students 
buying classic texts. In return a 
string of undergraduate and- 
postgraduate courses will bear 
the Penguin name. 

Royal Holloway’s head of 
English, Professor Kieman 
Ryan, said: “People were anx- 
ious about being tainted; that 
the high spiritual value of lit- 
erature and poetry was being 
linked with commercialism, but 
ifs a sign of the times in the new 
Blairite world. I can hear peo- 
ple’s cries of our selling out, but 
they will be clouded by envy 
that they did not think of it 
themselves." 

The deal, the brainchild of 


Dr Robert Mjghali, editor of 
Penguin Classics, and the Eng- 
lish lecturer Dr Robert Eagle- 
stone, is part of a trend towards 
increasing commercial spon- 
sorship of universities. Private- 
sector finance pays for many 
university buildings, and con- 
troveisy has raged over business 
sponsorship of professorships 
and research posts. 

It is also the latest salvo in 
tbe battle for supremacy in 
publishing. Classic literature 
has become a million- po un d- a- 
year business. But it is fiercely 
competitive, with cut-price edi- 
tions of classic novels attacking 
the sales of academic paper- 
backs that include learned 
essays and footnotes. 

Dr Mighail said: “Brand loy- 
alty is the key .thing. If acade- 
mics know they can rely on us 
to supply what they need, which 
is reliable and .reputable texts, 
it's worth spending tbe extra on 
an edition of Jane Eyre. . 

“We’re aware that students 
are some of our major cus- 
tomers. and we’re keen to put 
something back into the acad- 
emic community.” 

Dr Eaglestooe stressed that 
the deal would not compromise 
academic freedom. He said: 
“The English department will 
always recommend the best 
edition whether it’s published by 
Penguin or not. This is simply 
providing more resources to 
help students learn and help re- 
search in the college 

The Association of Univer- 
sity Tbachers urged caution. A 
spokeswoman said: “After 15 
years of cuts, higher education 
is forced to accept things it 
would not have considered 20 
years ago. Tipple ip universities 
are using their creativity tofind 
any way . to get money." 


ME teenager 
* wins home 
tuition battle 


leepe"*, 

2 ra teS 


A TEENAGER suffering from 
the debilitating disease ME 
won a landmark legal victory 
yesterday against an education 
authority’s decision to reduce 
her weekly home tuition. 

Five tow lords unanimously 
overturned a Court of Appeal 
ruling that East Sussex County 
Council was entitled to make 
the reductions in the case of 16- 
year-old Befo Tfcndy, from 
Lewes, following cuts to hs ed- 
ucation-budget. . 

Beth, wbo.is sitting GGSEsi 
stopped attending school 
because of myalgic en- 
cephalomyelitis -ME -in Feb- 
ruary .1992. and was giyen five 


Beth Tamfc TuMon victory 
.1' to hawfawwadiing results 


hours’ home tuition pear week. 
But the education authority, 
' which had tofind ways of mak- 
ing savings of more than £3in* 
decided in September 1996 to 
ait the time to three hours. 

Yesterday the House of 
Lords ruled that the county 
coundlhad not been entitled to 
take into account the scarcity of 
its resources when fulfflling its 
statutory dirty to provide “a suit- 
able education" for Beth. 

Lewd Bto»^Moma“said 
foe council was under a duty un- 
der section 19 of tbe 1996 Ed- 
ucation Act to make, tuition 

avaflabte^chfidretrwhowere 


absent from school because of 
illness. 

He said: “lb permit a local 
authority to avoid performing 
a statutory duty on tbe grounds 
that it prefers to spend the 
money in other ways, is to 
downgrade a statutory duty to 
a discretionary power. 

“If Parliament wishes to re- 
duce public expenditure on 
meeting the needs of sick chil- 
dren, then it is up to Parliament 
so to proyide." 

However, he expressed sym- 
pathy for the county council: 
“Tike another local authorities, 
foe [councflj is in an unenviable 
position. It is now prevented 
from nh ramin g either from cen- 
tral government or from local 
taxation the financial resources 
necessary to discharge its func- 
tions as it would like to do. . 

“In a period when the aim of 
rtnttr ai ff w eri t ment, of whatever 
political colour, has been to 
achieve a reduction in public 
spending, local authorities have 
not been relieved of statutory 
duties imposed upon them by 
par liam ent in times past when 
different altitudes prevailed" 

Later Beth’s solicitor, 
William Garnett, said: "This is 
great news for vulnerable mem- 
bers of society who are benefr- 
pa ries of statutory duties. 

“It is also a marvellous vic- 
tory for Beth. It is an achieve- 
ment she will value all her life.” 

Throughout her long battle 
ia foe courts, Beth has contin- 
ued to receive her full five 
horns’ home tuition per week 
pending today’s ruling; The ed- 
ucation authority’s statutory 
duty to Beth comes to an end 
next month because of her age. 

Later East Sussex County 
CouncD said in a statement: 

“WearereviewingcairpO&ym 

the light erf today’s annouwe- 
ment ... It is of fratioaal im- 
portance and has impl ic a ti ons 
for aD local authorities.” 

The ME Association wd- 
comed the rating, ft 
&a victory for common sense.” 


Two characters on stage 
performing in the 
Robert Wilson and 
Philip Glass multimedia 
production of the 
Monsters of Grace, which 
combines stereoscopic 
animation and five 
performance to produce 
a surreal stage show. 
Monsters of Grace fa at 
the Barbican theatre in 
London until 23 May 
Photograph: Geraint Lewis 
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Spielberg leads the ch arge as Second World War is re run 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


FILMS about the Second 
World War, a staple of cinema 
in the Fifties and early Sixties, 
are making a comeback, with 
about a dozen projects in pro- 
duction. 

The key difference' be tween 
the Nineties films and earlier 
versions is that today's are 
likely to be more realistic in 
their portrayal of the carnage 
and chaos. 


Gerry Lews, co-head of 
Dreamworks International 
marketing and distribution, 
added: “Steven wanted to make 
an in-yotir-face war movie . It’s 
getting away from the Holly- 
wood gung-ho, John Whyne 
style of film. This is chaos, 
horror, 1 mess and confusion.’' 

But Mr Lems believes the 
current trend for war films 
will swell only if the movies re- 
leased this year are a success. 

In Cannes this week, one of 
the films competing for the 
Palme D'Or is a Japanese film 


Steven Spielberg's new film, seton 

Sa^Pn^B^ set in 


France during the D-Day land- 
ings. Produced by his company 
Dreamworks and starring Tom 
Hanks, it is due to be released 
in September. 

Mr Spielberg sakL “Omaha 
Beach was a slaughter. It was a 
complete foul-up: from the ex- 
peditionary force to the satura- 
tion bombing that missed most 
of their primary targets. Given 
that, I didn't want to glamorise 
what actually happened. So, 
I've been brutally honest” 


surrender in 1945. Another, the 
Italian film La Vim e Bella, is 
set in wartime Italy and later 
in a concentration camp. 

War films in production 
feature stare such as Nicolas 
Cage and Michael Douglas. 
Anna Friel stare in a British 
romantic comedy. The Land 
Ciris, about girls working on a 
Dorset farm when a Messer- 
schrnitt crashes near by. 

Fifties film The Thin Red 
Line is being remade, and 
British company Working Title 


is behind an adaptation of 
Louis de Bernier e’s best-sell- 
er Captain Corelli's Mandolin , 
set on occupied Cephakraia. 

Simon Relph. producer of 
The Land Girls, said: “There is 
a fantastic amoun t of interest 
in the era.” One of the reasons, 
he believes, is the buzz created 
by a Spielberg project, which 
sends other film makers in 
.search of similar the m es. 

In addition, the new British 
Films Catalogue of films being 

released this year includes Bride 
Of War, a true story of a Welsh 
guardsman who escapes from 
aFOW camp and marries a Pol- 
ish girl; and Breaking The Code, 
starring Derek Jacobi as Alan 
Hirin g, the man who cracked 
the Nazis’ Eni gma Code. 

Also in Cannes, it was an- 
nounced that the Churchill 
family has agreed to a film 
about Sir Winston Churchill, 
and allowed a film company to 
acquire the screen rights to his 
diaries, speeches and letters 
from the warvrar^- 

The be made 

by Samudson Productions. 





Tom Hanks as an American marine in Stephen Spietberg^ new 


Photograph: PJ Browne 


UP TO 40% OFF SELECTED 


WRIGHTON KITCHENS 



to quiz 
victims 


By Jason Bennetfco 

Crime Correspondent- 


PLUS 


FREECREDA 
WASHING MACHINE 
AND DISHWASHER 


*★* 







Free Creda Washing Machine 
or Dishwasher when you spend 
over £4,000. 

- — OR 

Half-price Creda Washing Machine 
or Dishwasher when you spend 
over £2,000. 


PLUS 


FREE DELIVERY 


We'll even plan your kitchen with you 
and deliver it free to your home 


PLUS 


■s-BUY NOW AND PAY 
I NOTHING UNTIL1999 



You don't have to pay anything for 
7 months, not even a deposit.** 


WRIGHTON KITCHENS ARE 
AVAILABLE AT SELECTED HOMEBASE 
STORES. "FOR SHOWROOM 
DETAILS TELEPHONE 0645 801 800. 


RAPE victims, children and l 
disabled witnesses are to be giv- I 
eh extra protection in court, i 
under laws to be introduced in < 
the autumn. 

The planned changes in rape < 

trials were unveiled by Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, at • 

- the Police Federation’s annual ■ 
conference in Bournemouth 

yesterday. He said that he want- 
ed to bring in new laws to stop 
defendants accused of tape or 
serious sexual assault from un- 
necessarily questioning an al- 
leged victim’s previous sexual 
history. 

Suspected rapists will be 
banned from bringing up the 
previous sexual bistcay of alleged 
victims in most trials. They will 
al so be prevented from cross- 
examining rape victims. 

The announcement follows 
evidence that men accused of 
rape and sexual assaults have 
been deliberately intimidating 
and humiliating their accusers 
in court in an attempt to get the 
cases a g ains t them dropped. 

The reforms are part of a 
package of measures to help vul- 
nerable witnesses have the con- 
fidence to give evidence to 
courts. They are expected to in- 
clude greater use of live and 
recorded video links for children 
and mentally disabled witness- 
es and victims. They may also 
propose the greater use of coun- 
selling and measures to make 
courts less intimidating, such as 
having judges remove their wig*. 

The proposals will be in- 
cluded in a Criminal Justice Bill 
to be announced later this year. 

Mr Straw said there was 
“widespread concern about un- 
necessary questioning of a rape 
victim’s previous sexual histo- 
ry” and that it was often carried 


out to “break their overall cred- 
ibility”. 

Defendants will also be 
banned from cross-examining 
their alleged victims. Instead, all 
rape and serious sexual assault 
cases will be given legal aid so 
font a lawyer can be hired to 
carry out the questioning. 

The move follows a drop in 
the proportion of people being 
convicted of rape from 37 per 
cent of court cases in 1980 toll 
per cent in 1995, at a time when - 

the number of assaults being re- 
ported has risen four-fold to- 
nearly 5,000. 

In one of the wore! examples 
of cross-examination, Ralston 
Edwards spent six days at the 
Old Bailey last year question- -- 
ing a woman while wearing the 
same clothes in which he at- .. 
tacked her in her London flat. 

He was subsequently convicted.- 
Earlier yesterday, the Houle 
Secretary came under attack 1 
from fired Broughton, c h air m an 
of the Police Federation, which 
represents about 120,000 serv- 
ing officers. He warned that 
rather than “get bettm”, “things 
' had only got bitter” under ito' 

Labour government. . . - 

To loud applause from del- 
egates, Mr Broughton criticised ■ . 
Mr Straw’s proposals to make ; 
it easier to sack and discipline ^ 
officers, and lambasted plans toi 
change pensions and sick pay- 1 .- 
He was also scathing about are- 
i ductioa in the number 1 of offi-* 1 

- oers on the beat This followed • 
Mr Straw's extremely hostflere*' 

i ception at the Prison Officers’ V. 
Association on Tuesday. - 
But in response, Mr Straw 
I manag ed to win over his audi- 
. - ence with a skilful speech that 
s included some jokes, some flat- • 

- tery, and the promise to review _ 
; the disciplinary changes to ' 

- ensure officers were not being . 
1 victimised. 



DAILY POEM 


Last Dream 


By Susan Wicks 


THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE 


Not this one at the cafe table 
spidered with red, crystals in our glasses 
glinting in sunlight. 

My crumpled jacket. 


Not this tide of wings rising 
through green, flash of opened windows 
over wet tarmac, the swirl 
and lift of Utter. 


Not even the ridged truck-bed 

where we lie down in dark, the pink explosion 

of city stars, this cold metal 

the length of our bodies. 


Bui vour hand a warm root 
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crusted with earth as I lift it 
to my cheek and hold iL 
The kiss of grit. ■ 


Susan Wicks is a poet who has also written an an acclaimed 
memoir (Driving my Father) and two novels. Little Thing, her 
latest fiction, is published this week by Faber & Faber (£9.99)- 
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EU’s trade 
dispute 
with Israel 
heats up 


By Patrick Cock burn 

injerusalem 

EUROPEAN Union officials 
said they they were unlikely to 
water down restrictions cm the 
import of goods from Jewish set- 
tlements marked Made in Israel. 

The European Council is to- 
discuss the proposal by the Eu- 
ropean Commission on 8 June 
and EU officials say that the sit- 
uation is unlikely to be altered. 

The dispute escalated this 
week when Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister, said that a refusal to treat 
goods from the occupied terri- 
tories as Israeli would make it 
impossible for the EU to play 
a part m the Middle East peace 
process. 

The European Commission 
insists the move is not political, 
but is simply the application of 
existing laws under which only 
goods which are really made in 
Israel benefit from customs re- 
ductions. Nevertheless, Zal- 
man Shoval, the Israeli 
ambassador-designate to the 
United States, compared the ac- 
tion to what happened in Ger- 
many in the Thirties. “We saw 
a similar boycott of Jewish 
goods SO years agor be said. 

This verbal escalation by Mr 
Netanyahu and Mr Shoval is a fa- 
miliar tactic, designed to pul their 
opponent on the defensive. It is 
not dear how far it has worked 
in this case. After Yaakov Nee- ] 
man, iht? Israeli finance minster. 

| saw the 15 EU ambassadors 
yesterday, he said the meeting 
was “very constructive”. 

Earlier, the EU Commission 
had responded brusquely to 
Mr Netanyahu's remarks by 
saying; “The EU is not willing 
to listen to a political lecture 
from Tel Aviv." 

Europe is Israel’s third 
biggest trading partner and the 
withdrawal of privileges would se- 
riously hit the country’s agricul- 
ture. The EU also has a trade 
agreement with the Palestinian 
Authority. The enforcement of 
trade regulations to the letter is 
the ELfs only effective means of 
putting pressure on Israel 




Glitz fails to hide 

the real Lebanon 

Robert Fisk in Beirut tries to reconcile a tourist dnve with public exec 


« v.V ■ 





TWO policemen called to see 
my landlord the other day and 
told him to repair and paint the 
facade of his apartment block. 
He could pay for it himself, they 
said, or let the government do 
the job and send him the bill 

Mustafa, who knows the 
law, grudgingly accepted his 
new duties. The government of 
Beirut wants to spruce up the 
seafront comiche. The new 
Lebanon has to look smart, 
clean, modern and into the fu- 
ture - especially for all the 
tourists who are supposed to be 
flooding back. 

Just up the coast from my 
home this week, however, the 
same government was project- 
ing a somewhat different image 
for foreign visitors - by string- 
ing up two convicted murderers 
in front of a crowd which 
watched in awe as one of the 
condemned men wriggled des- 
perately on the noose for two 
minutes before dying. 

What, one wondered, was 
this awful scene supposed to say 
about Lebanon? In a land 
where tourists can ski in the 
morning and swim in the af- 
ternoon, are they supposed to 
taka jn a public hanging before 
breakfast? 

Indeed, many of those who 
fum e to gawp at the last mo- 
ments of Wissam Issa and Has- 
san Jabal were heading home 
from night clubs when they 
caught sight of the crowds at 
Thbarja and finished their 

evening watching Issa - swoon- 
ing in fear and weeping un- 
controllably- being dragged to 
the gallows. 

On the orders of President 
Hrawi, their death sentences for 
-the murder of Chaibel Sakim 


and his sister Marie Amm dur- 
ing a domestic robbery in 1995 
were carried out in public “to 
set an example”. 

The “example” Included 
hooded executioners, one of 

whom had to tighten the noose 

around the necks of the young 
men - they were 24 and 25 years 
old - when they continued to 
gas p for breath two minutes af- 
ter their hanging commenced. 

Now the Lebanese President 
is a very interesting man- Ear- 
lier this year, he was demand- 
ing a civil society in Lebanon 
and civil marriage, a pointedly 
liberal step which flushed out aD 


animals in. the eyes of the 
world?” 

Lebanon’s previous 12 post- 
war executions have been car- 
ried out in prisons, so the pubbe 
did not have to witness foe 
botched hanging of a man in 
Sidon when policemen baa to 
pull his feet to strangle him af- 
ter the gallows broke. 

Nor did they have to see the 
coup de gnSce to a still living man 
who bad already been shot by 
a firing squad at Roumieh 
prison. Both were convicted 
murderers although foe killing 
of Cbarbel Sakim was un- 
premeditated and one of the 



In a land where 
tourists can ski in the 
morning and swim in 
the afternoon, do they 
take in a public hanging 
before breakfast? 


the sinister resentment of Mus- 
lim and Christian clerics who 
saw their sectarian power en- 
dangered. But the plain people 
of Lebanon loved Hrawi for it. 

Two elderly and very con- 
servative Shiite Muslim sisters 
-daughters of an Islamic schol- 
ar -told me theyfully supported 
what Hrawi, a Christian, was do- 
ing. “It is the best tiling anypres- 

Ident has done for us." the 
younger sister said then. 

On TUesday she was on the 
phone in fury. “Are they mad, 
this government?” she asked. 
“Do they want us to look tike 


men publicly hanged at Thbar- 
ja - Hassan Jabal - had been 
outside the house when his 
friend panicked and shot dead 
Chaibel and Marie during the 
robbery. 

Nor could it have escaped 
the attention of the crowd at the 
Thbarja hangings that at least 
two- or let us be frank and say 
.three - members of President 
Hrawfs government have blood 
on their hands, in one case the 
blood of up to 2,000 men, 
women and children. 

But that, of course, was dur- 
ing the 1975-90 civil war. Today 


they wear smart suits and ties 
and drive in limousines with 
bodyguards. Wissam Issa and 
Hassan Jamal were uneducat- 
ed, poor and single. Issa was giv- 
en five minutes to say goodbye 
to his parents; he wrote a last 
note asking them to educate his 
younger brothers- 

The finest report of the 
Tkbarja horror was by a reporter 
on Lebanon’s English-language 
VOrient Le Jour newspaper, 
Scarlett Haddad. Ignoring the 
appeals of Amnesty and other 
human rights groups, she said, 
her country was breaking exe- 
cution records, “as if that was 
enough to give its institutions 
credibility” . 

I suggested to Lebanese 
friends on Tliesday that al- 
though people here generally 
support capital punishment. 

there was a sickness in human 

beings which drew them to 
watch publicly-inflicted vio- 
lence. 

I reminded them that 
George Bernard Shaw once 
said that if Christians were 
thrown to the lions in the Roy- 
al Albert Hall, there would be 
packed houses every night. 
They agreed. “I don’t want my 
country to be represented by a 
noose,” one of them said. “I 
want it to be a place of beauty.” 

Which was the ambition of 
the two policemen who told my 
landlord to dean up his act and 
paint the house. Why. now foe 
r government is going to plant 
flowers and bushes down the 

l comiche below my balcony and 

f sew fresh grass on the central 
, reservation? Who knows, just to 
strike a balance, they might even 
- erect a gallows or two on the 
j seafront? 
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Made in Britain: 


the tanks on 


Jakarta’s streets 
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counts the 

cost of mob’s 




By Rupert Cornwell 


THE USE by the Indonesian 
security forces of British- 
bought arms to control pro- 
democracy protests in Jakarta 
has underlined one glaring 

truth of the arms business; that 

whatever the assurances to the 
contrary, an exporter has no 
means of preventing an au- 
thoritarian regime t ur n in g such 
weaponry against its own 
people. 

The Scorpion light tanks 
seen on the streets of the cap- 
ital are among 50, according to 
the latest survey of the In- 
ternational Institute for Strate- 
gic Studies (QSS), supplied to 
the Suharto regime by the pre- 
vious Conservative govern- 
ment, in return for assurances 
they would not be used to sup- 
press internal political dissent. 

As well as the Scorpions, 
Britain has sold armoured per- 
sonnel carriers, armoured cars 
and watercannon (in addition 
to more than 50 Hawk trainer 
aircraft which reportedly have 
been used against rebels in 
East Timor but which have lit- 
tle purpose in the current 
standoff). 

The question is, whether 
the supply of such weaponry has 
continued even after the arrival 


of new Labour and its “ethical” 
foreign policy, placing a primacy 
on human rights. Last year, the 
new government allowed 
through a sale of Hawk aircraft: 
which bad been authorised by 
the Tories. But, despite de- 
nials as recently as last week by 
the Foreign Secretary, charges 
have been levelled that Scor- 
pions of the type seen in the 
past few days in Jakarta have 
been exported since last May. 
The Indonesia Human Rights 
Campaign, led by Lord Ave- 
bury, claims that Scorpions 
have found their way to In- 
donesia in “kit” form, and that 
they could have been deployed 
in the latest unrest. 

In the Commons last week, 
the Government admitted that 
5] licences to Indonesia had 
been granted in the past year, 
mostly in the categories of air- 
craft surd electronic equipment, 
but including small arms, riot 
control gear, armoured goods 
and training equipment 

In fact the disclosure rais- 
es more questions than it an- 
swers. 

Under its proclaimed doc- 
trine of “transparency" , this 
government is committed to 
producing a first annual report 
on Britain’s arms experts, which 
should be published within two 


months. But the value of the ex- 
ercise, activists say, wQl de- 
pend entirety on the detail 
provided. 

“Under the current system, 
the information is so vague, and 
the categories so broad that it’s 
very difficult to tell what exactly 
is being exported.” says Andy 
McLean, of the Saferworid for- 
eign affairs research group. 

“For instance, in one case, 
equipment was listed under 
category ML7, defined as ‘riot 
control agents, and related 
equipment’. Then we were told 
the licence was for power- 
station boiler suits.” 

The hope now is that the 
Government will realise the 
political damage of not reveal- 
ing the full truth in a situation 
litre I nd onesi a - merely fanning 
the suspicion that Mr Cook's 
ethical foreign policy of deny- 
ing arms of repression to nn- 


iH <&■$ 


in the breach. 

But many opponents of 
arms e xports argue that ambi 
gnfties such as those in Britain': 
dealings with Indonesia only 
strengthen the case for a total 
ban on weapons sales to. re- 
pressive regimes. ■ ■ 

Britain is now second only 

.. * ■*. l.L 



racist vend etta 

injakarta 


pressure regimes. • ^ 

Britain is now second only . hlrvJdno a main road in Jakarta yesterday, afl 

Photograpfe Mudttar Zakaria/AP 
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SCAVENGERS were out yes- 
terday, picking their way C 
tbrougi the charred rums of the pi 
.City hotel .in the heart of tt 
Jakarta’s Chinatown. They di 
were among the few residents 
who got something positive b 
from the carnage wrought on u 
this area, which ..was torched 
during last week’s riots. 

A man dangling an iron 
bar, who says he is a security C 
guard at the hotel, t hink s the n 
Chinese part-owners of the f 
hotel have fled to Singapore, v 
“It's very bad for the Chi- 1 
nese," he remarks with what c 
sounds like a certain satisfac- 
tion. “Two Chinese hanged l 

themselves after their shops i 
were looted and they- were < 
bankrupt-": ] 

Having just about survived ! 
last week's rampage, the Chi- 
nese in Glodokwere nervously 

waiting to see what would hap- 
pen in the wake of yesterday's 
expected massive demonstra- - 
tion in the capital. When it 
failed to materialise, a collec- 
tive wave of relief swept 
through Chinatown. 

In the courtyard of the 
Dhasma Bhakti Chinese Tfem- 
• pie a group of middle-aged 
and elderly Chinese are hud- 
dled around a portable radio lis- 
tening intently to the BBC’s 

Mandarin Chinese news. 

“Of course we're afraid,” 
says the man holding the radio. 
‘Tt could happen again." He 
would not give his name. It s 
too dangerous." 

They axe wary of a foreign 
reporter and an Indonesian 
translator, even though I live in 
Hong Kong. “Do you speak 
Cantonese?” asks a man who 
has hitherto been silent. We 
continue in faltering Cantonese 
and then the atmosphere lifts. 

The Chinese have worked so 
hard to become Indonesian 
but once again they are being 
turned into aliens in their own 
home. 

While a great political 
reform movement grips the 
country they provide an outlet 
for the mobs who have been 
swept into the movement but 
who use it to vent their frus- 
tration about being poor. 
Though they make up only 
about 3 per cent of the 
population, the Chinese are 
still a focus for anger. 

To the poor who calmly 


asonB*B““'‘:r D . - 
have exploited them- ■ . 

r life most of the pty^s ethnic „ 

Chinese, the group at theTem- 

ple own small businesses-Ail of . 
these businesses were burned : . 
dawn or looted last week__ 

I ask one man how much he 
has lost. “I can’t tell you. I n ®y er : 
think about the loss,” be replies. 
“The only important thing, iS . 
that I’m safe.” V 

Outside the temple a young 
Chinese man, who identffies - 
himself as Tbny, says he worked 
for an electronics shop which 
was torched, leaving the 

remainder of the stock fo be 

cleaned out by looters, v ^ 
“We lost maybe a trillion, 
he says, referring to the sum of 
money calculated in Indonesia s 
fast-shrinking currency. In ster- 
ling terms this translates to a 
low six-figure amount. . 
Tony has no idea when he 


. .-rtf'-' 


nan me 
{bidden 


Once again the 
Chinese are 
being turned into 
aliens in their 
own home 


will get back to work, or if the 
electronics shop will ever 
reopen. 

His friends lounging around 
him nodded their heads with an 
air of resignation. They, too, 
have seen their workplaces 
burned to the ground. 

“I don’t know how we're 
going to recover," said one 
man, “I just pray to God and 
hope." 

Across the city in the 
middle-class Pluit district, which 
is predominantly Chinese, the 
atmosphere is very different- - 
There are no burnt-out build- 
ings or piles of broken glass 
from smashed windows. 

“We had no looting here,” 
says the manager of the Singa- 
pore restaurant, “the only prob- 
. lem was some theft from houses 
of people who have fled." 

The residents of Pluit have 
sealed off their area with 
makeshift barricades. At the 
entrances sand groups of stick- 
bearing local vigilantes accom- 
panied by police and soldiers. 
It is safety of a kind, but hot 
security. 
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Martial law descends 


on Freedom Square 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 
and Stephen Vines, in Jakarta 


. W 




k 

Ur* 



riananmen: the 
orbidden word 


Musfim university student protesting outside Parliament House in Jakarta yesterday Photograph: Andrew Du-iren 


JAKARTA was gripped by an 
atmosphere of undeclared mar- 
tial law yesterday, after the 
army threatened Indonesia's 
leading opposition leader with 
a' repeat of the Tiananmen 
Square massacre if he pressed 
on with a mass demonstration 
in [he city centre. 

The dampdown, involving 
40,000 armed troops, came a 
day after President Suharto 
responded to months of protest 
by pro mising political reforms. 

In a dawn television ad- 
dress yesterday, Amien Rais, 
the Muslim academic who has 
become the focus of popular 
protest against Suharto, can- 
celled the demonstration which 
be had called and appealed to 
his followers to stay at home. 
“Last night someone told me - 


who happens to be an army 
general - that he doesn’t care 
at all if a Tiananmen incident 
will takes place today in Jakar- 
ta,” he said. “I was so shocked 
to hear this." 

In the old capital of Yo- 
gyakarta, the Sultan of the city 
led half a milli on people in a 
peaceful rally in front of his 
palace, and another 200,000 
protesters staged peaceful 
demonstrations in other cities. 
In Jakarta, protests were con- 
fined to the parliament build- 
ing which has been taken over 
by thousands of university stu- 
dents. 

Freedom Square, where the 
cancelled demonstration was 
supposed to have taken place, 
was completely sealed off with 
barricades of wood and barbed 
wire. Troops patrolled in Land 
Rovers, armoured cars, heli- 
copters and tanks were posi- 


tioned on flyovers, round- 
abouts, and in front of the big 
hotels and embassies. 

“I don’t want anybody to air 
inst to force Suharto to step 
down." Dr Rais told a press 
conference lateT in the day. He 
admitted the climbdown over 
the demonstration was “a set- 
back” but insisted the power of 
the people on the streets could 
be unleashed again if the Pres- 
ident refused to leave in a con- 
stitutional manner. 

On Tuesday, in an attempt 
to defuse increasingly voafcr- 
oos demands for his resignation, 
the President announced he 
would leave office after hold- 
ing national elections, though 
the date for these polls was not 
specified. 

The protesters are de- 
manding his immediate resig- 
nation. At the parliament 
building, waves of jubilant stu- 


dents flooded in during the day 
to reinforce their colleagues al- 
ready in the building. 

The leaders of Suhartos 

own party, CToIkar.yesterd^ 

peated their hope that the Pres- 
ident wfll resign voluntarily at 
a special session of the People s 
Consultative Assembly. “The 
President has decided that his 
legitimacy has declined and 
cannot be revived," the In- 


cannot be revrveo, ^ «*- 
d pn«»ci«n environment minister, 

iiiwono Sodarsona told The In- 
r_# “What he 



wants duiu iw— — --r - 

armed forces is a dignified 

erit” 

In Jakarta, many protesters 
are calling for the President to 
be hanged and were m no 
mood for compromise. But his 
aides are talking about the 
possibility of elections nett 
January, and a new president by 
March. 


y Richard Uoyd Parry 
id Stephan Vines 


1 1 . WEEK, as the tanks and 
moured cars have ferried 
eir cargoes of soldiers back- 
irds and forwards around 
ikarta, a nagging question 
~ is kept coming to mind; what 
Tbes this scene recall? 

I A huge and monumental 
biic square; students carrying 
icards calling for democracy; 
iks trundling along broad 
y streets. It was Amien Rais, 
e Muslim opposition leader, 
10 put it into words in his 
iwn television address yes - 
rday as he called off the huge 
Jemonstrations scheduled for 
yesterday. “Last night someone 
;old me -who happens to bean 
army general - that he doesn’t 
care if # Tiananmen incident 
takes place today ” 

Could the army massacre of 
(pro-democracy protesters 
jwhich took place in Peking’s 
! Tiananmen Square in 1989 hap- 
pen here? Would the Indone- 
sian armed forces fire upon 
; their own people in Jakarta? 

I The truth is they already 
tffoave. The current wave of un- 
j rest started when six students 
j were shot dead last week by 
j snipers stationed on a flyover af- 
I ter a peaceful demonstration. 
! Since then, the military has 

! shown surprising restraint- De- 
S spite the sinister appearance of 


mai-hmes of war on city streets, 
and the overwhelming pres- 
ence of 78,000 troops yesterday, 
the most active duly in which 
the troops were engaged yes- 
terday was directing the traffic. 

In person, the soldiers are 
friendly and direct Unlike the 
police, the Indonesian armed 
forces, known by the acronym 
of Abri, is a source of genuine 
pride to many Indonesians, 
and AbiTs-own propaganda em- 
phasises that its members are 
the servants of the people. 

But these are testing times. 
“I tell my men to be patient and 

not to be provoked,” said cme of- 
ficer, “but I have sock hard feel- 
ings when 1 hear the crowd 
rhnnring ‘Hang Suharto’." 

After decades of suppres- 
sion, Abri is the only institution 
in Indonesia which rivals the 
power of the president But, as 
members ctf the government ad- 
mit it is divided between- the 
commander. General Wiranjo. 
and President Suharto’s son-in- 
law, Lieutenant-General PSr- 
bowo. 

This rivalry may be danger- 
ous. The most frightening sce- 
nario was spelled out by 
President Suharto himself- fur- 
ther bloodshed, le ad i n g to war 
between factions in a divided 
army. “They remain two very 
strong possibilities.” said Ju- 
wono Sudarsono, a minister 
with dose links to the military. 
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Satellite failure 


leaves America 


speechless 


By David Usbome 

in New "York 


THEY SAY you take the conve- 
niences of modern life for granted 
until they are taken away from you. 
Yesterday, millions of Americans 
found it lo be true, when a satellite 
parked 22,000 miles above the equa- 
torweut on the blink, disabling com- 
munications from coast to coast, 

By some estimates, as many as 90 
per cent of all pager owners in the 
United States woke up yesterday to 
discover that their trusty gizmos had 
become useless. 

There were other problems too: 
television networks could not send 
programmes to affiliates, weather 
forecasters found themselves bereft 
of radar data and even some petrol 
stations improvised as credit card 
readers in automatic pumps failed 
to function. 

It all began late on Tuesday, when 
the Gala xy 4 satellite, owned by 
PanAmSat of Connecticut, suffered 
a general systems breakdown that 
made it suddenly tilt away from 
Earth. Information that it was meant 
to be relaying back to Earth instead 
started being reflected into space. 

The pager industry bore the 
brunt of the breakdown, with about 
45 million customers affected. And 


while pagers, or beepers, may be lit- 
tle more than fashion accessories for 
some, for many others, such as doc- 
tors and emergency workers, they 
have become a vital tool. 

“This is the first time in 35 years 
that pagers have gone silent,” 
lamented John Beletic, chairman of 
one of the affected pager companies, 
PageMart Wireless Inc He and 
others in the industry had to decide 


‘This is the first 
time in 35 years 
that pagers have 
gone silent’ 


whether to switch services to other 
satellites, which would take at least 
a day, or wait until Galaxy 4 was 
fixed. And at PanAmSat's head- 
quarters, in Greenwich, a repairs 
timetable seemed unsure. 

Launched by Europe's Ariane 
space programme in June 1993, 
Galaxy 4 is positioned to provide 
communications coverage to most 
of the United States and the 
Caribbean. 

By late morning, PanAmSat was 
reporting that some pager services 


were being restored through alter- 
native satellites with spare capaci- 
ty. “We are starting to migrate the 
traffic from Galaxy 4 to another 
satellite,” said Dan Marcus, a 
spokesman for the company. 

Hospitals, meanwhile, were filled 
with the racket of doctors being sum- 
moned in the old-fashioned way, via 
public address systems. Among the 
millions of medical workers incon- 
venienced was frr Steve Dickens, a 
cardiologist at Cedars-Sinai in Los 
Angeles. He had to spend the night 
at the hospital to avoid being out of 
reach. “1 have to tell people what to 
do and how to respond," he said. 

At the New York University 
Medical Center, Dr Stuart Lewis said 
he did not realise his beeper was in- 
active until somebody from work 
telephoned him early yesterday to 
warn him. “It's shocking, frankly. I 
feel like Fm un tethered. I think I am 
going to be running up the bill on 
my cellphone today.” 

Hardest hit in the television in- 
dustry was CBS, which fonnd itself 
struggling to feed programmes to af- 
filiates around the country in time 
for their broadcast. The company 
eventually found space on an alter- 
native satellite. CNN was forced to 
dose down Its Airport Network 
yesterday because of the problems. 




Clinton hits » 


smoking bill 


By Andrew Marshall 

in Washington 


A UNITED States initiative to 
teenage smoking by hiking 
striding sales has hit obstacles, prompting 
President BUI Ointoato make a bigtt-proi 
file appearance to boost its chantes. \ 

v^p^ident pleaded witiiOrngr^notl 

to miss a “historic" opportunity 



youngster; on the White House south kwn. 

The message was intended to be demrna^-. 

cme stops this deal, they are hinting 

The US Senate is debating a bul tbal 
would increase the price of a pack of rig* 
rettes by $1.20, up from an average pnceol 
about $2, force tobacco companies to make 
miNKf rtv»ir research, restrict advertising, at. 


low the government to isolate nKOtoteas 
a chug, andlevy finesof up to $35btv (£Z3jn). 
a year on the industiy if youth snaking does 
not drop sufficiently. As a quid pro quo, it 



WOUW aiSO Cap UK auxum't — 

tobacco companies would be forced to pay- 
at $6-5bn. The bill would cost tobacco edm^ 
parties about $520bn over 25 ye ars 

Ffew senators want to appear opposed tc 
the legislation. Yet many have concerns ^ 
which are complicating the fight to get a biD ▼ . 
passed before Congress goes into recess al 
the end of this week The first fights havt 


fortu 


Retired Anglican archbishop Desmond Tutu standing below a billboard of himself during a 
ceremony in Cape Town at which he was granted freedom of the city Photograph: AP 


One estimate says lawyers could make $4bt 
a year from settling lawsuits under the deal 

and the Rep ublicans want a cap cm their c^h 

“There's just so much wrong with this 
bffl, there isn’t enough time to fix it thk 
week.” said its chief opponent, Don Nick- 
les, a Republican of Oklahoma. 
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Protest cripples 
Siberian railway 
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Swiss protest 




By Phil Reeves 

in Moscow 


UP 

TO 



WITH ONE 2 ONE 


^g/THE BIGGEST 

s!3lL choice „ 





KITANO 

IN-CAR HOLDER 


NOKIA 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Backlit keypad and display 

• Up to 210 minutes talktime/ 
100 hours standby 

• 99 name and 
number memory 

Model: 1620 
Was £19.99 




MOTOROLA 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Can operate on standard 
‘AA’ batteries - ideal for 
emergency use 

• Up to 300 minutes talktime/ 
70 hours standby 

• 99 name and number memory 
Model: MEMPHIS 


EXPERT 

ADVICE 


GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 


£0 


.99 






THE new government ofBoris 
Yeltsin is faring its most severe 
challenge so far as industrial 
protests ripple across Russia, 
led by the coati miners, who have 
cut the country in half by block- 
ing the Trans-Siberian railway. 

Hundreds of trains were at 
a halt in different parts of the 
country yesterday as angiy min- 
ers - whose industrial muscle 
helped oust MikhaS Gorbachev 
from power In 1991 -sat on the 
tracks in a protest against six- 
month pay delays and sweeping 
pit closures. 

The government, led by 
the recently appointed 35-year- 
old Prime Minister, Sergei 
Kiriyenko, has set up au 
emergency centre in Moscow, 
solely devoted to dealing with 
the miners' protest. Yesterday 
he met with trade union lead- 
ers and emphasiaxi the need for 
a negotiated solution. 

Industrial protests are com- 
mon in Russia as it grapples 
with the transition to a market 
economy but the latest are 
attracting more attention than 
most. The Railways Ministry 
said 296 freight trains and 120 
passenger trains were held up 
in three main areas - the south 
near Rostov, the line to Vbrkuta 
in the Arctic, and around the 
Kemerovo region in Siberia. 


In the latter, the governor, 
A man Tuleyev, declared a state 
of emergency in the Kuzbass 
coalfield because all rail access 
to the area was cut off. He 
warned that some stranded 
trains carried chemicals and 
explosives. 

Protests have been bubbling 
away for some time. Several 
months ago, Siberian miners 
took their bosses hostage. The 
protests have gained momen- 
tum in recent days, widening to 
include teachers, who marched 
in Moscow yesterday, and stu- 
dents in St Petersburg. Doctors, 
pensioners, scientists and 
teachers have joined miners on 
their sit-ins. 

The most publicised protest 
has been cm the Trans-Siberian, 
the world’s longest railway line, 
at Prokopyevsk in Kemerovo, 
half-way between Russia's Pa- 
cific and Baltic coasts. Yester- 
day protesters cut off a track 
that had been used to bypass sit- 
ins, dosing down the line alto- 
gether, severing Russia's 
east-west rail artery. 

Earlier this month Boris 
Yeltsin pledged -to ensure that 
all the miners would be paid. 
But be has been burdened by 
a tranche of economic prob- 
lems.' The government main- 
tains a large part of the problem 1 
is the failure - or inability- of | 
commercial clients to pay the i 
mines for their coaL 


THE Swiss government said it 
will file a protest with the Unit- 
ed States over New Jersey leg- 
islation to punish Swiss banks 
over Second World War assets. 
A spokesman said the ruling 
cabinet, or Federal Council, 
would take further steps if the 
legislation, approved on Mon- 
day by the New Jersey Assem- 
bly, also passes the Senate and 
is signed into law by the 
Governor. 

-AP, Bern 


Sarajevo flight 


THE Yugoslav flag-carrier, 
Jugo stove nski Aero transport, 
said yesterday that it would 
start flying to the Bosnian cap- 
ital Sarajevo on 24 May on a sec- 
tor to be operated jointly with 
Air Bosnia. The first flight from 
Sarajevo to Belgrade since the 
outbreak of the Bosnian war in 
1992 will be made by Air Bosnia 
today. 

-Reuters, Belgrade 


Castro claim 


CUBAN leader Fidel Castro, 
71, said yesterday that there! was 
no chance that bis 39-year Cbm- 
munist rule would come to a 
end through the type of protests 
that are threatening to bring 
down Indonesia’s President 
Suharto. “I am in charge be- 
cause [Cubans] want me to stay 
there," he said. “Wfe wHI hare 
a smooth transition in Cuba! 

- Reuter?, Gene® 
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ERICSSON 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

•198 name and number memory 

• Up to 120 minutes talktime/ 
24 hours standby 

• Fax and data compatible 

• Slim and Hqfttwelght 

• Short text message service 
Model: 388 
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ERICSSON 

DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 

• Up to 210 minutes talktime/ 
48 hours standby 

• 199 name and number memory 

• Fax and data compatible 
Model: PF768 

Was £149.99 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WONDER WASH 
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• Free Answering Service* 

• FTee Local Weekend Calls** , 

• Free Local Evening Cans* i 

• Per-Seoond Billing j 

• 95% GB Population Coverage 


£29 SS Inc. p&p 




.99 


c99 


Ideal for that argent, small wash load, this 
portabl e washing machine uses no electricity and 
requires do plumbing. 

ll works by creating pressure, allowing the 
detergent to penetrate the garments, leaving thwm 
fresh and dean. 


.99 


Plus £35 lor Connection 


Pius £25 lor Connecwn 




To operate, simply sit Urn wasberon your 
draining board, pat fa hot water and a small 
amount of detergent, add yonr wash load, torn 

the handle and in minates a wash load of np to 

51b will be done. 
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E Umhwrtn g the need for hand-washing, the wash- 
er can also be used Tor Chose special delicate 
washable* soefa as silk, wool, lingerie and limits. " - 
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JUST BUY VOUCHERS 

TO MAKE CAULS _AOQ 0 

• MO CONTRACT £ 

• MO MOmiLVBIUS Price includes £10 call voucher 

• NO CREDIT CHECKS 

Hodek MOTOROLA MEMPHIS _ — M 


machine for small loads and is Meal for 
taking with yon on self -catering boHdayv 
The Wonder Wash k excellent value at only 
£29J5, including postage and packing. 


199* 


v 1 


*On one 2 Evening promotional tartH. Just sign up with One 2 Evening tariff before 3ttt MayJWfl. Ask ri -store fo r detaSL 
‘■When you connect to One 2 Wetdwrd Of the Graphite Ail to One Paetoije. Cotjneettoo to moMe phones is subfeet to status and a £3S cermectiM fan. A deposit may be required. Ask ln-stere for dotaKs, 


BOWTO ORDER 

Fin In the coupon end send together with cheque 
or peon) order's. NO CASH pteese io - 
THE INDEPENDENT WONDER WASH OFFER. 
PO Box 9477 . London E3 3SH. 

Foa Accbss/Visa oBDEas.rutASE room: 

0171 510 0191 

Or lor cnqnirtei pkxw call 0171 5100193. 

We *fi«r « »**«, n, the UK only. Ptewr alto, up 

»28 ^ totleHwry «pom mmpt of onler. Rcu« 
vriniH 7 days Inr refund if nor coaiftendy satisfied, Offer 
**jeci m availability. 
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Please vend me. Wonder WwMes • £29 as earl, 

I enctov a crossed cheque for £ rtd*e* on bxfcl made 

payable Rv NEW 5 PAPER PUBLISHING IND367 
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Yugoslavia’s new PM 
takes on reformists 


BELGRADE (Renters) — 
Yugoslavia's new Prime Min- 

islet; Momir Bulatovic, took 
office yesterday, spoiling for a 
fi gfif with reformist leaders of 
the Montenegrin republic who 

vowed to boycott his govern- 
ment. 

Mr Bulatovic, a dose ally of 
Yugoslavia’s President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, was ratified 
without opposition in the two 
federal parliament chambers. 


ihe am of the crisis between 
the tiro repoWks is over whether 
Yugoslavia should become the 
modern, market-driven democ- 
ratic state envisioned by Mr 
Diofcanovic or remain under die 
sway of the former con u nnnists 
who have held a monopoly of 
power for more than SO years. 

The r eforme rs said Mr Mflo- 
sevic handed Mr Bulatovic the 


•’55 


protest 


Street performers fining up their props as they 


prepare to entertain the expected long queues for Lisbon’s Expo9B, which opens today 


Photograph: AP 


Portugal sets sail 
for virtual future 


were absent from the voting. 

Montenegrin reformers, led 
by the small republic’s Presi- 
dent Milo Djukanovic, warned 
that Mr Bulatovfc’s appoint- 
mentwiD put Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro on a collision course 
that could destroy the Tfogoslav 
federation, in which the two re- 
publics are supposed to be 
equal partners. 

Mr Djukanovic blames 
| {President Milosevic's domina- 
tion of Scarhia, which dwarfs 
Montenegro economically, for 
Yhgoslavia’s international eco- 
nomic and diplomatic isolation. 


post in order to sway Montene- 
gro's parliamentary elections 
on 31 May In his ally’s favour. 
Mr Qjokanovic, who defeated 
Mr Bulatovic for the Montene- 
grin presidency last year; is 
fig h t in g to retain control of the 
paibanuent which provides him 
with powerful constitutional 
weapons with which to wage his 
war against Mr Milosevic. 

Mr Bulatovic said his gov- 
ernment would work on the 
creation of a unified Yugoslav 
economy Political sources said 
this was a threat to attack efforts 
by Mr Djukanovic to liberalise 
hi Montenegro, which has an ac- 
tive privatisation programme. 


THE last world's fair this 
millennium opens in Lisbon 
today, 500 years after the Por- 
tuguese navigator Vasco da 
Gama pioneered the sea route 
to India His feat revolutionised 
^Europe’s commercial history 
V and inspired Eipo98’s theme of 
‘‘The Oceans", in which the 
predatory legacy of global ex- 
pansion is muted by an eco- 
friendly message of protecting 
the world’s seas. 

The Expo site occupies per- 
haps the finest river-front in 
Europe: a fiveskDometre stretch 
of Tagus shoreline triumphant- 
ly reclaimed from a stinking 
wasteland. The transformation 
into an ensemble of creamy, 
world-class buildings, a mosa- 
ic riverside promenade suf- 
fused with pearly sunshine, and 
, . a battery of virtual-reality tedi- 

3 f 3 ; £ VO ; i!9!i nologyis one of Portugal’s most 

” 1 ambitious achievements since 

those big black cargo ships set 
. • * sail from Lisbon 500 years ago. 

: Like Barcelona during the 

. 1992 Olympics, Lisbon decided 

that the £15bn Expo would both 
put Portugal on the map and re- 
juvenate the capital’s aban- 
doned maritime heart. 

Flats, offices, conference 
centres and concert halls, gar- 
dens and galleries, and a sen- 
sational bus and train station 
designed by a Spanish architect. 


$ 


Santiago Caiatrava, all point to 
the formation of a real urban 
community after the fair ends 
on 30 September. 

Displays from more than 
150 countries are housed in 
modest hangar-like pavilions 
supplied by the Portuguese. 
Half will be dismantled, while 
the rest will become a perma- 
nent exhibition space for trade 
fans. The pavilions’ uniformi- 
ty has prompted invention by 
the exhibitors. The Finns have 
an icebreaker, carving through 
an icy expanse in which mobile 
phones, beer bottles and other 
Finnish products ace trapped. 
Skates will he provided, and the 
scene is observed by the worid’s 
oldest ffiving suit a 21 Dyear-old 
leather aQ-m-one. ■ ' 

France and the United 
States have opted for interac-. 
ove special effectsabout marine 
technology. Sweden recreates its 
seasons in four interconnecting 
eggs, Holland has you walking 
over ridged sandy polders and. 
Croatia sends you walking cm 
water, as waves ripple beneath 
the glass under your feet. 

As the 1900 Pam exhibition 
launched the escalator, Espo98 
offers the latest in virtual reali- 
ty technology. Rntugai’s Fu- 
tures Jftsvffion has a multi-media 
video of the world’s oceans 
through foe eyes of a child. The 


message is simple eco-oorrect- 
oess: we must protect our aquat- 
ic heritage from exhaust fumes 
and add rain. Alas, the toddler 
not merely wears a nappy on his 
voyage, but a plastic one. 

The jewel in Expo’s crown is 
undoubtedly foe Oceanarium, 
the biggest in Europe. Grouped 
around a vast tank 7m high and 
35m square, the world's princi- 
pal marine habilats- the Atlantic, 
Indian, Antarctic and Pacific - 
have been recreated and stocked 
with 250 spedes of animals, 
birds and sea creatures. The 
rocks are cement and the coral 
is fake, but foe sharks are real 
. “The big challenge was to 
pot foe four oceans in one 
tank,” says RjterCherm^e^ an 
American architect “to separate 
the habitats by invisible acrylic 
walls and bring them together 
visualfym the cernxe. There’s a 
poetic licence that makes the 
point about the unity of the 
global system.” 

ExpoSJ&s mix of qpectade, cul- 
ture and commercialism ranges 
from the sublime to foe barn! 
The most successful offerings 
bring a light touch to appeal to 
iq>mrmenx3^fim^eddngvis- 
ftois. Those who cannot make it, 
or who quail at the prospect of 
queueing for hours, can take 
heart char the best may survive 
beyond September. 




ff. 
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Cheesy 




Nothing stops boot odour like OdorEaters 

OtforEaters insoles are clinically proven to destroy foot odour faster, longer 
than any other insoles. Only OdorEaters keep your shoes fresh and odour, 
free with this Unique Triple Froteetion:- 

• Activated Charcoal - the world’s most powerful odour destroyer. 

• tnsta-Fmh - instantly neutralises the cause of foot odour - sweat add. 

• Powerful Anti-Bacterial Agent 
kills txlour-causing bacteria. 

Nvwrwlth Comfort-Grip foam 
won’t slip, slide or bunch up. 

Look for OdorEaters in the 
foot c are section today. 


PROTECTS EVERT KIND 'OF SHOE, 
BOOT AND TRAINER 

Ibday^ Bootf - modem fashion boots 
Ultra Comfort - every day shoes 
Super Toff - wgric shoes and boots 
Trainer Timers - all trainers and sports shoes 


Every shoe is better off with 



peasroeoTfWEW* 

TRIPLE PROTECTION COMFORT INSOLES 



HALF PRICE SALE 

plus £250 WORTH OF FREE HOLIDAY VOUCHERS 1 

ENDS 5PM BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 



A unique 3D design & planning service so you can take home a full colour plan** of your new kitchen. 


An impressive 1 Q-year Guarantee on all our unique rigid carcasses for total peace of mind. 


20% off a wide range of top name appliances^ to complement your new Magnet fytchen. 


Once we’ve fitted your kitchen well send our a design manager to make sure you’re 100% satisfied. 


For details of your nearest showroom call 0800 192 192 today. Please remember to quote reference IND34. 



Magnet 

fatMu BUILT FOR LIFE 


OpcaBuLHaSdn MaxLir lOlthm-’UIOpBi. Normal hours: Monday nSxunbc ■JUfain-'S-OOpm- Sckxtcd brand** apm muil XOtymrar Tbwabf jal 10 !»ton-4J«f*Pc* Suadiy. tied art tasaci i.«r 
*t>mwatfson LutScai jut pncc, cferpcd brtrcwn 24di Ranter u»! 2*^1 Daanbcf [W. Dutdums r*i bedrooms arc ofi prim fo be durjjal afe 2%h \tn l»* *Appl.«»,. , i- ru , 

Trwd Doga Lid nrafa sekaed A BTA appun tu operator*, omarfe ibe UK when pw spend CflOQ or mow on a kucbai porrW or CJX» u» omt <m a bj4flamportb»"AtduriAmKiR Vjc 
aD iKm. tTApp£« b, jpp&aca ow ifcrnnwrd in tbeevmoH kittixfl iod lffiLmrr prirr gu«ic when ipctfii 11.0m or mere on i lurfen “ 


- V. 
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^ My daughter 

worked for 


a newspaper 
in Africa. She 
dared to tell 
the truth. 
Now she 
may end up 
behind bars ? 


Children of the Kalahari 

bush tribes. It is thought 
that Cattfiri* coverage 
(below) of the Botswana 

government's forced 

resettlement of the tribes 
wasr what fed the authorities 
to pursue a prosecution 
Photograph-’ Chris SteefeJferWns/ 
Magnum 



By Hunter Davies 


WE'VE just returned from 
two weeks in Botswana, love- 
ly country, lovely people, 
where we were visiting Caittin. 
our elder daughter. Things 
are not so lovely for her. On 
25 May, she will appear in a 
court on a charge which could 
lead to a two-year prison sen- 
tence. 

It was a strange feeling, as 
we flew home, picking up 
newspapers Td never heard of 
before in Botswana and South 
Africa, seeing her name in 
leaders and news reports, all 
defending our Caitiin, saying 
what a disgrace, how could it 
have happened to Caitlin 
Davis. Yes, very often they did 
spell her surname wrong. I’ve 
gone through life with that 
happening, but never, so far, 
had my name in a newspaper 
because I’ve been arrested 

Caitlin is 34- though h says 
in the charge sheet I have in 
front of me she is 31, so that's 
the fust mistake. She went to 
Camden School in London, 
Sussex University, then did a 
Master’s degree at Dark in 
Massachusetts. There she met 
Ronald Ridge from Botswana, 
born in a nmdavel, a thatched 
and mud hut with sand on the 
floor. Through natural bril- 
liance and hard work he’d 
gone from local village schools 
to the University of Botswana 
in Gaborone, the capital. 
Thence to Dark, taking a de- 
gree in computer sciences, 
something Botswana was un- 
able to affqr at the time. They 
fell In love, moved to 
Botswana, they got married. 

That was eight years ago. 
Happy ever after, oh yes. She 
absolutely adores Botswana. 
Only last year, after endless bu- 
reaucratic delays, she became 
a citizen. 

At first she taught in Maun, 
Ronald’s home village, on n 
British Council scheme for 
teachers. Then when he got a 



Caitlin: Devoted to her 
adopted homeland 


job elsewhere in Botswana, in 
the salt pans, she started free- 
lance journalism. They re- 
turned to Maun in 1995 and 
sbe became editor of the local 
- newspaper, the Okavango Ob- 
server. Not exactly Heel Street, 
but I was jolly pleased. The 
first, and probably only one of 
our three children to show a 
real interest in writing. . , 

This was when her prob- 
lems began- In her first issue 
as editor, on 29 September 
1995, she ran a front-page 
story about a gang of youths 
terrorising Maun. Similar sto- 
ries had appeared in the past 
by the same reporter, but she 
asked a reporter who normal- 
ly dealt with the police to get 
their reaction. The local station 
commander could neither con- 
firm nor deny the latest inci- 
dents, as nothing had been 
reported to the police. So the 
story was sprinkled with the oc- 
casional “allegedly''. 

On 19 January 1996, a CED 
officer came to the offices of 
the Okavango Observer , told 
Caitlin she was under arrest, 
invited her to the police sta- 
tion. The charge, when even- 
tually given, was publishing “a 
false report ... which was like- 
ly to cause fear and alarm to 
the public**. This is contrary to 
Section 59 of the Penal Code, 
which, apparently has never 
been invoked before. 

The Media Institute of 




Southern Africa, based in 
Namibia, investigated the case 
and she was interviewed by 
Amnesty International. Ail 
promised support to help fight 

her case. In the event, nothing 
happened. Silence far about a 
year. It was presumed it had aft 
been forgotten, or had been a 
joke. Then, in December 1997 
die was called before the mag- 
istrates court in Maun. There 
have been six appearances 
since then, but so far she bas 
not been tried, mainly be- 
cause of legal mix-ups and the 
prosecution not turning up. 


The reason she has had 
such support from the African 
media and various freedom 
groups is that they are amazed 
that such a thingcould happen 
in Botswana. It has been in- 
dependent since 1966, yet 
managed to be a pillar of free- 
dom, equality and peace in a 
continent not normally known 
for such virtues. 

“Botswana is greatly ad- 
mired throughout Africa," says 
Caitlin. “Our neighbours like 
Zimbabwe think we are so 
lucky, with free education and 
free health care. There is peace 


here between the tribes and the 
people are justifiably proud of 
their tradition of democracy 
and freedom of speech.’’ 

Caitlin herself has bees to- 
tally welcomed into the local 
coinm unity and accepted by 
Ronald's family, including his 
mother and grandmother.' They 
speak Setswana (which Caitlin 
herself has learned), not Eng- 
lish. Both have been 31 with 
worry on Caitlin 's behalf. Her 
own life has been disrupted, 
with expensive trips to 
Gaborone to see lawyers and 
supporters, endless delays and 


uncertainties. She has also bad 
an anonymous phone call, 
telling her to leave the country. 

The Okavango Observer has 
recently ceased publishing, for 
financial not political reasons, 
and Caitlin has been freelanc- 
ing and witting. Her first nov- 
el Jamestown Blues, has been 
published by Penguin and got 
good reviews, including three 
in the UK. which of course I 
have framed on my wafl. It's set 
in Botswana, but is not auto- 
biographical, written in the 
fitst person by a 13-year-old 
girl. One reviewer recom- 


mended it be put on the na- 
tional school syllabus. 

So why is she being 
charged? Why is someone or 
somebody out to get her, after 
it looked as if the case had been 
dropped? A leader on 7 May 
in Mmeg i, Botswana’s Largest 
independent weekly, suggest- 
ed it was victimisation. “Liter- 
ally everyone in Maun knew 
that a gang of boys terrorised 
the village. The state dairos the 
report caused alarm. Doesn’t 
this just show how petty and 
vindictive the state can be?" 

The real problem, so some 


other papers believe, was 
caused when Caitlin went on 
to produce a series of articles 
drawing attention to the Gov- 
eminent’s unpopular removal 
of indigenous Bushmen from 
the Kalahari. Caitlin initially 
expected these stories to be of 
purely local interest, but they 
received worldwide attention. 
Prince Charles got involved. 
There were questions in the 
•House of Lords. <• 

■’ Caitfin herself can hardly 
believe this Is the reason; - 
pointing to all the nice stories 
she also ran about Botswana’s 
handling of its environment 
and tourism and its achieve- 
ments in the fields of health, 
literacy and women’s rights. 

Ronald, her husband, has his 
own theory. “The people of 
Botswana have been brought 
up, as I was, to respect our el- 
ders, especially the men. They 
ate first, gpt the best food. The 
Government in turn behaves 
like elders, looking upon the 
population as children, who 
should do as they are told. So 
they can’t believe that someone 
as young as Caitlin should write 
these things ~ embarrassing 
them in front of the world” 

Let’s hope the authorities 
mil respond favourably on 25 
May - a big day for our fami- 
ly anyway, it’s my wife’s 60th 
. birthday. Fingers crossed for a 
happy birthday present 


This article also appears in this 
week 's New Statesman 


DILEMMAS 


Take your cat on holiday with you - he'll have the time of his life 



VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


Mandy’s taken a house 
in the country for a 
month, but doesn't 
know what to do with 
her dependent cat 
Should she take him 
with her and risk him 
running away, leave him 
at home with someone 
popping in to feed him, 
or put him in a cattery? 


EVER since Rudyard Kipling 
wrote The Cat who Walked by 
Himself, a myth has grown up 
that cats are cool, independent 
characters, the sort who, were 
they human, would wear mir- 
rored shades. But the truth is 
that most cats are tremen- 
dously dependent and pathet- 
ically fond of their owners. 
Whenever I so much so open 
the cupboard under the stairs 
to get out my suitcase, my cat, 
COrky. is yowling around me, 
purring and nuzzling me, any- 
thing to persuade me to stay at 
home. He then, rather sadly, 
sleeps on my head, hoping this 
will effectively stop me getting 
up to catch the train. 

Most cats crave company, 
but whether it’s your company 
they crave or any old company 
& doubtful. That’s why I'd say 
Mandy should definitely not 
leave her cat to be fed by a 
stranger every day. Tf sbe has to 
leave him, she should get a cat- 
lover to come and live in the 
house and give her puss sever- 
al strokes and cuddles a day. 

A cattery hardly seems an op- 


tion, because most cats are ef- 
fectively kept in small prisons 
with tiny runs that make them 
feel miserable. At a risk of an- 
thropomo rphising, how could 
Mandy feel piiy and sympathy 
for Terry Mfeite or John Mc- 
Carthy, which I assume she did, 
and subject her own cat to just 
the same appalling stresses - im- 


prisonment in sural! space, lack 
of stimulation, and no idea 
when it will ever be let out? If 
one year is seven cat years, one 
month is seven cat months, and 
it’s a bell of a long time to be left 
by yourself with no idea when 
or LfyouH ever be released. 

When I’d left a cat of mine 
at a cattery be was so pleased 
to see me on his release that he 
suddenly started to moult all 
over me, as if he’d been so 
scared he’d been unable to let 
so much as a hair free when 
he’d been in captivity. When we 
got home 2 looked like one of 
his relations, whiskers and alL 

I think Mandy should take 
the cat with her. Cats adore foe 
country, and why shouldn’t the 
cat have a holiday alongside its 


family? If she keeps a good eye 
on him in the garden for the 
first few trips out, he’s unlike- 
ly to stray - he'll be as fright- 
ened as her of getting lost- and 
he'll thoroughly enjoy a rich 
supply of new birds, shrews, 
mice aial general wriggly, scam- 
pering and crawling things. 

Whenever you take on an an- 
imal or even a plant -yes. I go 
that far -you take on responsi- 
bility for its happiness and wel- 
fare. Living things are not there 
to bemused or treated like inan- 
imate possessions. “A dog is not 
for Christmas" but nor is a 
hamster, a budgie or a cat. 

This responsibility is the. 
tremendous curse of owning 
animals. If you take them on, 
sometimes you have to sacrifice 
your awn wishes ot compromise, 
in order to fulfil the 
function of caring owner. Some- 
times, when they are terminal- 
ly 31 you may have to have them 
killed. You are mother, father 
and God to a dependent animal, 
aad if Mandy can’t bear to take > 
her cat away with her then' 
maybe she should cut her holi- 


day down to a couple of weeks. 
The cat’s welfare ts far more im- 
portant than a month’s holiday, 
and if she doesn't feci like this 
about her cat I really don’t 
think she ought to own one. 

Biased? Not me. But I’ve 
just gpt to rush home to Corky. 


WHAT 

READERS SAY 


Mandy should take her cat 
with her, making sure he/she 
wears a collar with an identity 
tag with both home and away 
phone numbers. Also carried in 
a properly secure cage or bas- 
ket. A month is a long time to 
leave an affectionate and de- 
pendant cat, even with the at- 
tention of kindly neighbours or 
in a cattery. — Diana Chapman 


kittens, camping even. Apart 
from them depositing samples 
of the local shrew population at 
the feet of our sleeping bags 
each night, a good time was had 

by all — Gaynor Darbishirc 


Of course you must take 
your cat with you. A house in the 
country for a month! He'll have 
a lovely time. He won’t get lost. 
He wflj know you are 
living there. Cats are very bright, 
they take in situations quickly. 

Owsr the past 13 years 1 have 

stayed in an old mill in the Lake 
District for two weeks every 
year. I have taken four differ- 
ent cats with me - they have aQ 
got back safely. Just be a bit 
careful the day you leave. You 
may have to confine him while 
you pads up or he might be off 
hunting just as you are ready to 
go. — Wendy Buttin 


Take your cat with you. We 
took all our cats (one at a time!) 
with us from When they were 


1 have cat-sat on many occa- 
sions. On every occasion, no 
matter how reclusive a cat was 
reputed to be, after a couple of 
days it has become obvious that 
they were desperate for human 
company and wanting someone 
in the house. 


I would say that leaving the 
cat at home with a visiting car- 
er for more than a couple of 
days would be very cruel Pos- 
sibly even more so would be 
taking it on holiday, just to leave 
it alone in a strange house 
while the family go on day 

trips. A cattery run by someone 

who loved animals and spent a 
lot of time talking to and play- 
ing with his/her feline guests 
would probably be the best 
and safest option. 

— Elizabeth Pukan 


NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA 


My mother-in-tew Is spending a few days with 
us on our fortnight's holiday. True, she can't 
stop calking but I get along quire well with her. 
I can see she might annoy people but it all 
washes over me and she's good at heart. 

My husband, however, just can’t stand her. 
He feels it’s our duty to have her along. And 
hei forever sighing and snapping at her. She 
doesn't seem to mind as much as 1 do. but l 
can't bear to see him making frightful feces 
behind her. back, not replying to her and 
behaving intolerably rudely. The result, unless I 


ran change my husband’s attitude, is that we'd 
have a dreadful holiday. — Daphne 


Letters are welcome, and everyone who has a 
suggestion quoted wHI receive a bouquet from 
Interftara. 

Send comments and suggestions to V/refnic Iron- 
ade ac Features Department. The Independent, l ■ 
Canada Squan* Canary Wharf, London EM 5DL (foe ■ 
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Is Auschwitz a laughing matter? 


The Holocaust remains a taboo 
subject, yet this week a filmmaker has 
regaled Cannes wrth 
his black comedy 
based on the lives of 
victims of the Nazis. 
Howard Jacobson 
asks whether there 
will ever be a time 
when comedy can draw the poison out 
of so many embittered hearts 




^ “IF YOU could lick my heart," 
said one of the Holocaust sur- 
vivors in Claude Lanzmann’s 
film, Shoah, “it would poison 
you." 

How long should one give 
oneself to let that sink in? 
Forever? 

Is there anything thereafter 
to say? The rest is silence, sure- 
ty- The silence that drowns out 
all other sounds. 

God's name was once con- 
sidered too terrible to utter. In 
our time we drop God's name 
without thinking twice about it, 
tjj)ut woe betide the man who 
^speaks the holy word “Holo- 
caust" to vain. “To write poet- 
ry after Auschwitz," Adorno 
famously remarked, “is bar- 
baric." And that’s poetry, the 
most reverend of all forms of ex- 
pression. So as for joking about 
the Holocaust! 

But what good is served by 
taking a poisonous heart into 
eternity? Memory is served by 
it, we are told. We must never 
forget. And as long as our 
hearts taste like ratsbane we will 
never forget. Which begs the 
question of what sort of 
memoiy is best for us, best helps 
us to understand, best helps us 
to commemorate, and best 
helps us to live. 

In an essay in Geoffrey Hart- 
mann’s Holocaust Remem- 
brance: The Shapes of Memory., 
Saul Friedlander notes the ab~ 
* sence, in the Jewish world, of 


any redeeming myth in the 
wake of the Holocaust: “... 
some SO years after the events, 
no mythical framework seems 
to be taking hold of the Jewish 
imagination, nor does the best 
of literature and art dealing with 
the Shoah offer any redemptive 
stance. In fact the opposite ap- 
pears to be true." 

Of course it's possible that it’s 
still too soon for redemptive 
myths. The function of a re- 
demptive myth is to turn mem- 
ory into a necessary form of 
forgetting. After only 50 years 
- a mere flea-bite in time - we 
may not be ready for that cru- 
el but sustaining parades. Re- 
member in order to forget? . 
Forget in order to remember? 
Yes, but how could we forget 
thee? 

Through what power, even 
for the least division of an 
hour, could we be so beguiled 
as to be blind to our most 
grievous loss...? 

And if it’s too soon for the 
myths, mustn’t it follow that if s 
certainly too soon for the jokes. 
In Tburtoer’y formula. 



Scenes from ‘My Life is Beautiful* by Roberto Benign i (above right) which has sent shockwaves through the Cannes Festival with its comic tr e a t m ent of Holocaust victims 


from where the real business of 
tribulation is taking place; for 
fay shutting comedy out all we 
do is deprive ourselves of the 
good comedy can do us. 

It’s now that we need the 
transformative beneficence of 
comedy.not in 500 years, when 
will have 

COMEDY”- •W^tehad the '*beqanife?a sort of allegory any- 
tiagedy; what we haven’t had js " way. 


the time. . 

Fhlse algebra, I think. I don’t 
subscribe to the argument that 
comedy must always wait its 
tun), be kept cooling its heels 
in the ante-room of tragedy, so 
to speak, at a dignified distance 


Behind the outrage that 
someone has dared to make a 
comic film on a Holocaust-re- 
lated subject lies in an under- 
standable objection to levity in 
a hallowed place. I have no laste 
for levity myself, in any place. 


We are dying of lightness. But 
comedy and levity are by no 
means the sam e thing ; there is 
no more reason to assume that 
a comedy w 31 be light-hearted 
than that a work in which there 
is no comedy will be truly seri- 
ous. 

It may be the case for all I 
know - for no one sent me to 
Cannes to see it - that Rober- 
to Benigni’s My Life Is Beauti- 
ful is trivial, footling in the 
manner of Blackadder or 'EUo 
'EOo. In which case that would 
be the objection - that it is of 
no consequence, not that it is 
comic. Far my money there was 


an absence of proper moral 
weight in Schindler’s List. And 
that certainly wasn't owing to his 
comic inclinations, since Spiel- 
berg has no comic inclinations. 

There are some cultures in 
which it would not be necessary 
to make this apology for com- 
edy. Outside the Judaeo-Oms- 
tiao tradition -and you can’t get 
more Judaeo-Christian than 
the Holocaust - the comic and 
the sacred, let atone the comic 
and the merely serious, are not 
taken to be mutually exclusive. 

Wherever Jews and Chris- 
tians are not, clowns perform 
sacred functions, enjoy holy of- 


fice, officiate in the breaking of 
the strictest of taboos, defy 
every decency owing to the liv- 
ing and the dead, overturn the 
normal order and appearance 
of things., thereby revivifying the 
senses and replenishing hope. 

Since comedy has the power 
to disarrange the visible world 
and reassemble it - in other 
words, since comedy can be vi- 
sionary - it makes no sense to 
shoo it away from suffering 
and confine it to the sphere of 
light entertainment Its province 
is pain and trouble. Affliction 
is where it feeds. Why send an 
ambulance to a house where no- 


body is 31? We know more 
about the way sick jokes and 
black comedy and gallows hu- 
mour work than we often care 
to admit. No matter how bitter 
or bilious our laughter is, the 
sound it makes is invariably one 
of affirmation. 

Laughter proclaims life, even 
in the face of death. Which is 
sometimes tactless of iL No 
wonder we fear iL It acknowl- 
edges out part in inhuman cru- 
elty, demystifies inhumanity 
itself, andean even make some 
terrible self-preservative virtue 
of ft. for no man is an angel only 
when he laughs. 


But then nor is be only a 
beast, which is where the re- 
demption comes in. 

Tm not saying that Fm up to 
writing a redemptive corned)' of 
the death camps myself, or that 
I know what one would look 
like, or that Benignfs film fits 
Che bilL Only that we shouldn't, 
before the event, dose down the 
very act of imagination which 
may be capable of removing the 
poison from our hearts. 

Howard Jacobson’s novel ‘No 
More Mister Nice Guy’ has just 
been published by Jonathan 
Cape. 







When Harley wailed and a government trembled 


Bono's onstage mediation this week evoked memories of 
Bob Marle/s One Love Peace concert to unite Jamaica. 
By Neil Spencer, who was in Kingston in 1978 


WHEN Bono raised the hands of John 
Hume and David Trimble in unity on Tues- 
day night, it is hard to believe he didn't have 
in his mind the residual image of as rmflar 
concert from two decades ago. At the 1975 
One. Love ftsace Concert in Kingston, Ja- 
maica, Bob Mariey declared on end to the 
murderous political rivahy between the 
country's two political parties by joining the 
hands of Prim e Minister Michael Manley 
(the People's National Party, FNP) and his 
right-wing rival Edward Seaga (of the Ja- 
maican Labour Party? the JLP) above his 
head. 

As Mariey danced around the stage and 
improvised lyrics to his hit “J ammin g" » he 
declared “WfeVe got to unite". In front of 
the stage were the world’s media, akmgade 
the fell weigh! of Jamaica’s political estab- 
lishment. At the sides of the stage Lurked, an 

unsavoury array of ghetto gunmen from op- 
posite rides of the political divide, their 
weapons abandoned, temporarily, m i n g li ng 
with the cream of Jamaica's reggae musicians. 
Deeper back in the national stadium was 
everyone who had managed to hustle a tick- 
et or sneak in. Iostde and out, armed police 


lined the barriers. While a blood-red full 
moon beamed down from the sultry 
Caribbean sky, Mariey raised bis haads in 
supplication to (he higher forces which he 
evidently beKeved be was serving and amix- 
ture of politicians, gunmen musicians and 

Rastafarian eldera crowded tbe stage in cet 
ebration of the newly- won peace. It was an 
extraordinary moment in an extraordinaiy 
rilgh r Long before Mariey appeared on 
stage the atmosphere surrounding the con- 
cert had been bufldmg to a giddy, porten- 
tous inteority. 

That spring Jamaica was in crisis. The 
country was on the point of bankruptcy, 
thanks mainly to V&shington’s intransigent 
attitude to Manley’s socialist government 
While guest workers ftom Cuba he^ed build 
hospitals, the shelves of the drops stayed 
empty- Down in the teeming ghettos of 
Kingston, rival gangs of ruthless gunmen - 
sponsored, however discreetly, by the rival 
prjftifai parties— murdered and intimidated 
the dirt poor “sufferers" of the city in the 
run-up to the general election. Gun law 
ruled 

The state of economic chaos and mur- 


derous political intrigue was compounded 
by the apocalyptic strains of the Rastafar- 
ian religion which had swept through the 
island during the Seventies, attracting tire 
young and the musicians in particular. 
Mariey himself bad graduated from local 
stardom to become an international figure, 
the first Third World superstar. His mu- 
sic, his dreadlocks and his espousal of his 
faith had turned the tiny Rasta cult into a 


globally acknowledged force. Little wonder 
that he ami the islands Rastas felt they were 
participating in some cosmic drama which 
had Jamaica at its epjeentre. 

In 1976 Motley’s fame had seemed to 
take its toll when a group of gunmen had 
burst into his Kingston home and shot him, 
his manager and his wife. That no-one died 
was taken as further proof of divine prov- 
idence. Since then the singer - the Mighty 



Gong as he was known among his follow- 
ers -had been mexife The Peace Concert 
marked his triumphal return. 

• Those attending were treated to a dis- 
play by the best musicians the island bad 
to offer, Dennis Brown, The Mighty Dia- 
monds, Culture, Jacob Miller, Big Youth and 
more. Peter Tbsh, Mariey’s old partner, 
caused a sensation when he interrupted his 
set to deliver a vitriolic tirade against the 
assembled politicians, ha ranguing them 
for their persecution of the poor for their 
fondness for ganja (marijuana). 

As Tfoshlh a huge spliff on stage, the po- 
lice bristled with indignity. 

By contrast Mariey seemed not to be fel- 
ly presenL He delivered his set in a state of 
near trance, rarefy opening his eyes, even 
as he pulled together the country's old po- 
litical foes into uneasy embrace. 

The concert was a huge success, dis- 
peDing the violence in the gihettas and mak- 
ing the sma3 iriand natiou the focus of world 
attention, yet it was to cast a disquieting 
shadow in the months and years ahead. The 
two leading gunmen involved - the JLPs 
Qaudie Massop and the PNFs Buck ‘Mar- 
shall - were both shot dead before the 
decade was out, leading Tosh to make a 


record in which be dedared that “those who 
signed the Peace Treaty are now dead in the 
cemetery". Jacob Miller died in a car crash 
in 1980. Mariey, the ghetto rude- boy who 
had become his country's most famous am- 
bassador, died of cancer the following 
year. Peter Tbsh was murdered in a hold- 
up at bis home in 1987. 

Nor did the peace last long. The run-up 
to the election, which was won by Edward 
Seaga, was maned by shooting incidents. As 
the world's cocaine trade boomed, Jamaica 
became a staging post, saturated with guns 
imported fay Colombian gangsters or the 
CIA, depending on which rumour you be- 
lieved. 

It is testing but foo&h to draw any por- 
tents for Tuesday’s Belfast Peace Show. Ul- 
ster is not the third world and Bono, 
though not averse to the odd religious fyric, 
is aot Mariey. 

AndwhDe politics and guns have gone 
hand in hand in Ulster for the last 30 years, 
the present accord is politically agreed, 
rather than a grass-roots initiative supported 
by expedient politicians. 

The real message of Tuesday’s show is 
a reminder ofpe^t's power to make symbolic 
interventions into political life. 


Bob Mariey embraces pofitkal rivals Michael Manley (left) and Edward 

Photograph-' Adrian Boot 
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A tawdry story 
with no heroines 


LUCILLE McLAUCHLAN anti Deborah Parry are not heroines. It is not 
clear that they are victims. They may even be guilty of murder - that was, 
after all, the finding of a properly constituted Saudi court basing its judg- 
ment on an old and hallowed body of law. They say they were intimidated, 
invalidating the confessions they made. What is the balance of credibility? 
Tbo much uncertainly swirls around their story to allow any conclusion but 
this: red carpets, publicists, fat cheques and film scripts are entirely misplaced. 
Worse, they point to a growing national tendency in this country, exhibited 
most recently in the Louise Woodward au pair case, to prejudge foreign courts 
and substitute the wettest of sentiment for the dry-eyed pursuit of justice. 

This is a story which does few of its participants much credit - except, 
possibly. King Fhhd, whose exercise of royal prerogative on behalf of the 
nurses surety now qualifies him for the award of the Garter (which seems 
to be a flexible diplomatic resource these days). Dignity is missing in equal 
measure from the conduct of the murder victim's brother and the convict- 
ed nurses’ families. The British administrative machine, including the Prime 
Minister, has been mobilised for the sake of two prisoners no more deserving 
of political attention than a score of others languishing in foreign jails. The 
British press is feeding frenzfedty and trace again the Press Complaints Com- 
mission's code of practice stands exposed as a rather flexible document 

It is what lies behind tins tawdry saga that gives rise to deeper anxieties 
about our age. Since the 17th century Britons have gone overseas in large 
numbers to seek employment and adventure. Most have been prepared to 
play by the rules of the game. Commit an offence abroad and accept the ju- 
dicial consequences. Only in egregious arcumstances where, for example, for- 
eign authorities have cleiiberatetytaigeted British nationals or arrested citizens 
for political crimes did British governments get exercised Now, however, a 
new mood is abroad. Young women -gender is an important part of it - ar- 
rested smuggling drugs into countries which are known across the globe for 
their restrictive laws suddenly get transformed into lionesses of the press and 
public and then a vote-hungry No 10 Downing Street gets on their case. . 

In the Saudi instance, prejudice has all along coloured responses. Of course, 
there are universal standards which should govern trial and the handling of 
prisonere: most people would agree that torture and execution are never jus- 
tified. But in a diverse wodd, we must tolerate different systems of trial and 
incarceration. The Saudis are not the onty objects of judicial chauvinism. The 
French have Lately been portrayed as a nation along whose streets stumble 
serial IdDets by the scaie-yet on any abjective analysis French society is bioad- 
ty the same as British in terms of public safety and police efficacy. 

McLauchlan and Parry are fortunate. Women with more self-respect 
than they evidently possess would evade the crowds and the cameras and 
fade as best they can into thiscountiy -leaving the rest of us to hope against 
hope that their protestations of innocence are true. 


Hague’s gamble could 
pay off for the Tories 


HE MAY have bad a poor reception in some quarters but at least William 
Hague, in his speech on Europe, has put some dear blue water between 
his party and the Government. And, although some of his language was 
intemperate and many of his assumptions wrong-headed, he was right to 
make his contribution. 

Ws do not share Mr Hague’s Einosceptiasm. But Euro-enthusiasts should 
still welcome discussion about whether the European Union's forty-year- 
old institutions, technocratic and dirigiste, are now the right ones to com- 
mand the democratic respect of ail the peoples ofEurope. True, Mr Hague 
was very unwise to invoke the former Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union as 
examples of the possible fate of the EU if a single currency is introduced 
and institutions are not reformed- The idea that the EU will trigger civil 
unrest is absurd, if sincerely put Mr Hague was also too eager to discount 
the motivation of those who seek to banish even the remotest prospect of 
war through an “ever doser union". 

Despite these lapses, the arguments that Mr Hague put deserved bet- 
ter than the routine scorn poured on them by Michael Heseltine and oth- 
er Euro-grandees. They have not tackled the arguments, and have 
confined themselves to urging Mr Hague to head for the centre ground; 
but why should this be healthier for the Tories than darity , a quality in 
short supply in the last, and for them disastrous, parliament? 

Tactically Mr Hague is right to take a gamble on Europe. He has to re- 
ject a “me too” approach to the Government’s policy. No one could take a 
Euro-enthusiastk Tbry party seriously. Mr Hague was, after all, elected by 
his party ayear ago specifically to deliver a harder line on Europe. He beat 
Kenneth Clarke, who wanted to keep John Major’s ‘"wait and see" approach. 
To adapt one ofTony Blair’s slogans, Mr Hague was elected as a Eurosceptic 
and he will lead as a Eurosceptic. The Tories will never truly unite on this 
issue, but at least this way they now have a polity and can perform the use- 
ful function of opposing the Government, provoking argument, and speak- 
ing out for the section of the electorate who want to keep the pound. 

Mr Hague will reap a substantial dividend if economic and monetary 
union is not successful. He might also entice the Murdoch press back to 
their old allegiances. The more Eurosceptic of the two main parties man- 
aged to win general elections in 1974 and 1992, So scepticism is not al- 
ways and self-evidently a vote-loser. And what if the Euro is a success? 
Well, the Conservative Party would get itself a new leader and a new pol- 
icy. The Tories would find themselves in the same position on Europe as 
they do now on constitutional reform - learning to live with irreversible 
changes as a matter of practical politics. Embarrassing but suravable. Mr 
Hague's policy is, in other words, quite a serviceable one for opposition 
m the first parliament of the Blair administration. Who knows, be might 
even start a debate which demonstrates the vibrant British democracy that 
we are told we are in clanger of losing. 





PRIESTLEY 


Shambles at private jail 

Sin You report Jack Straw as hav- 
ing told prison officers that he is now 
aconvert to the idea of private pris- 
ons (30 May). Last week 1 had an op- 
portunity of visiting one of the most 
recent private jails. Fare, outside 
Bridgend, and my impressions may 
be of wider interest. 

To be blunt, the prison was a 
shambles. Prisoners were openly 
contemptuous of the abilities of 
staff. Perhaps as a consequence, 
there has been a series of distur- 
bances and the number of discipli- 
nary adjudications is running at 
more than twice the level of neigh- 
bouring state-run prisons. Drag-test- 
ing procedures, suicide prevention, 
race relations and the use of incen- 
tives were all in their infancy. And 
the jail's use of technofogy -notably 
the electronic unlocking of gates - 
was a farce, with the result that move- 
ment around the prison took an age. 

Since the prison opened six 
months ago, virtually the entire se- 
nior management team has been 
moved on. Staff turnover has also 
been at a high level, and the first 
thing 1 saw on entering was a notice 
beseeching (he remaining officers to 
work overtime. 

■ On the plus ade, the design of the 
prison looks promising, the staff who 
had survived the first six months 
seemed decent and genuinely com- 
mitted to their calling, and the new 
director (governor) was providing a 
clear sense of leadership. More staff 
have been recruited and - at the 
Prison Service's behest - an action 
plan to rectify weaknesses has been 
drawn up, including ambitious pro- 
posals to enhance the regime. 

Every private jaO seems to have 
snnilarprobiems in its first year of op- 
eration, as inexperienced staff come 
to terms with all-too-experienced 
prisoners. After that, performance im- 
proves markedly, as 1 expect it to do 
at Parc. But it is instructive that, at 
the beginning of the month, Mr 
Straw’s colleague Joyce Quin, the pris- 
ons minister, was so concerned that 
die called for a fall repot on the prob- 
lems at the prison from the director 
genera] of the Prison Service. 

That report should be made pub- 
lic. So should the review of the pos- 
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able use of private finance to build 
new prisons, whilst retaining the 
management function in the public 
sector, to which Mr Straw also re- 
ferred in his speech. ■ 

STEPHEN SHAW 
Director. Prison Reform Trust 
London EC1 


whose health, dean water and sani- 
tation services are cut by governments. 
This, as Oxfam argues, is most cer- 
tainly a violation of children’s rights. 
ANNPETTTFOR 
Director, Jubilee 2000 coalition 
London SE1 


Excuses for Suharto 


Third World debts 


Sin As a cheerleader for the G8, An- 
dreas Whittam Smith cuts a rather 
curious figure (“The campaign for 
Third World debt relief is counter- 
productive,” 19 May). The man who 
championed inquisitive journalism 
now thinks the world's richest coun- 
tries are best left to consider quiet- 
ly bow much debt relief should be 
delivered to the world’s poorest, with- 
out expressions of public concern 
from the likes of Jubilee 2000. 

Debt cancellation is not best left 
as “the stuff of intricate negotia- 
tions”. The issue has bounced 
around the corridors of creditor 
power for years. But the best the cur- 
rent ini dative can deliver- in the case 
of Mozambique - is an extra 27p per 
person each year. 

Mr Whittam Smith says a good 
campaign needs dear, unambiguous 
facts. That is why Jubilee 2000 em- 
phasises two key points. The concept 
of limited liability, which protects cred- 
itors, but also debtors and their fam- 
ilies, does not apply in international 
debts. The sons and daughters of the 
new Zaire are not protected from the 
sins of their ex-Preskiem Mobutu, who 
was lent S13.5bn by the WesL 

Secondly, unlimited liability falls 
on the ordinary people of debtor coun- 
tries. If private banks make bad loans 
to private banks in T hailan d, the in- 
ternational financial system protects 
them. The IMF steps in, forces the 
Thai government to nationalise the 
banks and bafls out the bankers. The 
buidenfansonthctaxpayersofTbai- 
land - and tbe most likely to get hurt 
are the children of those taxpayers, 


Sir Wb keep hearing that tbe Jubilee 
2000 plan for Third World debt for- 
■ gtveness is fine in theory, but too 
risky, how can we be sure that all the 
money released wO 1 be used for the 
benefit of poor people? 

When the Lord told Moses that 
a jubilee year is the time to forgive 
debts, be didn’t add, “so long as the 
• debtor is someoDeyou approve of.” 
JANE VAN TASSEL 
ERIC VAN TASSEL 
Fowlmae, Cambridgeshire 


Sin When I borrow money 1 am ex- 
pected to pay it back. At the time I 
take out the agreement there are 
conditions setting out my obligations 
and a repayment schedule. If I fail 
to meet my obligations I leave my- 
self open to all sorts of penalties. 
Why should Third World countries 
be any different? If a way is found 
of wiping out these debts, then you 
can be assured that someoaewiD pick 
up the bill. It will be either us as tax- 
payers or us as bank customers. 

Can I turn myself into a Third 
WwkJ country and so gel all my debts 
cancelled and promise to be a good 
boy in tbe future? 

STEVE LETB 
Hoddesderu Hertfordshire 


Sir. Would it not have been inter- 
esting to have held the GS summit 
in Mali, Kenya, or Tanzania? Mod- 
ern tented accommodation and 
chemical toilets could have been pro- 
vided in the absence of suitable lo- 
cal facilities. The benefits accruing 
to the local economies would have 
been immense. 

JAMES MUNRO 
Crieff. Perthshire 


Sir. I share, with Richard Needham 
(“These riots show why I wanted to 
sell tanks to Suharto” 19 May), 
strong links to Indonesia- 1 lived there 
for ten years and married a Javanese 
woman.' ‘ ” ' " 

Sir Richard says (as if to excuse 
the Suharto clan’s excesses) that Ja- 
vanese culture is traditionally ‘‘pa- 
ternal”. Quite so - but it is also much 
richer and more complex than that 
Cultures - like children - must 
eventually grow up, and Indonesians 
(including most Javanese) had tired 
of the “father knows best” school of 
politics espoused by Suharto long be- 
fore the recent economic crisis. 

A central cause of Indonesia’s 
current malaise is that so little cul- 
tural development has been al- 
lowed to match the economic 
progress of the last thirty years. Po- 
litical opposition has been killed or 
co-opted; progressive artists have 
been jailed and their work banned; 
even mildly critical newspapers 
have been dosed down. The regime 
has retained its grip on power 
partly by a constant appeal to that 
ossified paternalistic culture to 
which Sir Richard refers, and to the 
superstitions and prejudices that go 
with it. Any meaningful democra- 
cy has been rejected as “culturally 
inappropriate", and if anything 
goes wrong it is blamed on the eth- 
nic Chinese. 

For free marketeers like Sir 
Richard, abuse of human rights is 
onty a problem when it starts (as re- 
cently in Indonesia) to interfere 
with business. he concerned dur- 
ing the 1980s and early 90s, when 
poor Indonesians were being thrown 
out of their homes to make way for 
Pak Suharto’s development pro- 
jects? Perhaps -but he and the gov- 
ernment he served kept very quiet 
about it. 

ROBERT HOLLAND 
University of Birmingham 


Albanian wisdom 

Sir To daim Albanian proverbs are 
meaningless and impractical (Miles 
Kington. 19 May) is an insult. I of- 
fer a favourite saying of my grand- 
mother, who was Albanian, as proof. 

“If a snake had wheels, it would 
not need so many ribs." 
MEGESKOEPEK 
Pangboume, Berkshire 


Here’s Dr Wordsmith, ready to be driven to drink by your stupid questions 



ITS A GREAT pleasure to welcome back 
Dr Wordsmith, our resident expert on the 
ever-changing English language. Drunk or 
sober. Dr Wordsmith is never less than lov- 
able and instructive, so here he is now to 
answer all your queries on the language we 
afllove and mangle so much. All yours. Doc! 


MILES 

KINGTON 


Dear Dr Wordsmith, Pve noticed dun the habit 
of putting blackboards outride pubs, food 
shops, and so on, with the special of the day 
written on them, has spread e Jot recently. / 
think the idea of chalk writing on a black- 
board. all fresh and hand-done , is meant to 
reinforce the idea that the food itself is fresh 
and hand-done. However. / have noticed that 
a lot of these blackboards dm 't have chalked 
messages any more - they have messages 
painted to LOOK as if they are handwritten 
in chalk, much as the food inside is proba- 
bly pre-packed and microwaved. Is there any 
word in English to describe fake painted writ- 


ing designed to look as if it wen a genuine 
chalked blackboard message? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: No, 1 don’t believe 
there is. 

Dear Dr Wordsmith, The commonly accepted 
word for a philander is a Lothario or a Don 
Juan ora Casanova or a Romeo... 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Hold on, hold on. 
hold on! That's four words already! 

Dear Dr Wordsmith, Well, that’s the point I 
was going to make, actually. Why are there 
so many different names far a philanderer 
and why arc they all Spanish or Italian? Have 
there not been English philanderers of fame? 
Did not Lend Byron acquire a reputation as 
a supreme seducer? Why do we not say of 
someone that he is a “real Byron"? The near- 
est we get is to call someone * Byrtmic ", but 
the ridiculous thing is that we use das to mean 
"gloomy" or "introspective", and not "phi- 
landering"! Why we use th e word "Lothario* 
I do not know, as his based on a character 


in a play that is so completely forgotten J can- 
not even remember what it is. and 1 can’t be 
bothered to look it up. Nor do I see why we 
call a philanderer "a bit of a Romeo " as what- 
ever else Romeo did he remained true and 
faithful to old Juliet. Bit of a mish-mash all 
round . I’d say. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Thank you. I think 
that covets it very well indeed. And the next 
question, please ? 

Dear Dr Wordsmith, Wk use the word " hue " 
to mean colour, as in “ the hues and tints of 
auturrm ", but we also use it to mean noise, 
as in “ hue and cry". HTtich is right? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Both. They are two 
different words. One comes from an Old 
English word meaning form or shape. The 
other comes from a French word /unmean- 
ing to cry out. Oddly enough, it survives in 
an old Cornish usage. A “huer" was some- 
one who stood on the cliff tops and called 
out when he saw a shoal of fish in the sea. 


Dear Dr Wordsmith. Thai 's very impressive. 
Where did you get all that stuff from? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: From another read- 
er’s letter, of course. 

Dear Dr Wordsmith, How do you pro- 
nounce this Cornish word "huer"? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Well, the other 
reader doesn’t say, but 1 imagine the sar™- 
way as the Scots pronounce the word 
“whore". To rhyme with dour, or lure... 
Dear Dr Wordsmith, So if a Comishman 
whose job was to stand around on difftops 
shouting out whenever he saw a shoal offish 
were logo to Scotland on holiday, and some- 
one asked him what Ire did fora living, and 
he said, "I’m a huer"... 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Yes, yes, very fun- 
ny, I think we get the point Next, please! 
Dear Dr Wordsmith. Who was Gary Owen 

and why is there a long high kick in rugby 
named after him? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: I’ve no idea. 


Dear Dr Ubrdsmith. In fact, there was no such 
person as Gary Owen. It is spelt Garryowen, 
and it is the name of a rugfrvelub in Ireland. 
Dr Wordsmith writes: You m ea n, you 
knew the answer to the question already? 
Dear Dr Wordsmith, Of course. No point ask- 
inga question to which you don’t know the 
answer, or you'll never icnOw if it’s the right 
answer or noL Do people request records oh 
the radio which theyW never heard before? 
Of course not They request ones they know 
well, let whai s the point of reque stin g to hear ■ 
something you know off by heart already? 
Dr Wordsmith writes: Thank you. 

Dear DrWbrdsnulKAndbydieway, display 
m which the character Lothario appears is 
The Fair Penitent", by Nicholas Rowe. - 
Dr Wordsmith writes: Oh Goi I can’t take 
any more of this? I'm off down the pubi 
Anyone coming? 

Dr Wordsmith wifi be back soon. Keep 
those queries rolling! 
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Sir: For too long now, the politicians 
of the United Kingdom have been 
detracted by events in Northern Ire- 
land. 

It is clear that a number of fac- 
tors have come together at the mo- 
ment to make the Irish Republic a 
“tigei" in European economic terms, 
which should benefit the whole of 
Ireland.’ 

Therefore, I wonder whether the 
time has come for the “raainlandeis” 
to say to those across the Irish Sea: 
“If you do not seize this chance for 
gradual change negotiated between 
the legitimate governments’ of dif- 
ferent parts of the British Isles then 
we want the right to determine your 
future.” This could be achieved by 
a referendum in the United Kingdom 
to determine whether Northern Ire- 
land remained in membership. 
Professor RAOUL FRANKLIN 
Vice-Chancellor 
City University 
London ECl 


Hague clings to the past 

Sir. Workable government may be 
based on many impossible philoso- 
phies, but it cannot be based on re- 
fusal to accept that the wodd is as 
it is. Wiliam Hague (“Euro could 
create another Bosnia, says Hague”, 
20 May) has now anchored his par- 
ty in an age of the sovereign nation 
state which is as dead as the age of 
the steam engine. His party is there- 
fore no longer able to supply an al- 
ternative government. 

This means that any Liberal De- 
mocrat decision to go into coalition 
with Labour would be tantamount 
to the creation of a one-party state'. 
Eart RUSSELL 
House of Lords 
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A word to the voters of 
Ulster from the mainland 



DAVID 

aaronovitch 


DEAR undecided voter of Ulster, 

You are a pretty important person this week: 
not just in deciding how things will be for your- 
self and your children, but also in determin- 
ing what they’ll be like for me and mine. The 
big difference is that you've got a vote, and 
I haven 1 . 1 am not compl aining about that 
just asking you to remember that there are 
50 odd million of us over here who don’t have 
. a say tomorrow, and that this maybe adds a 
bit to your responsibility. 

•We haven’t, of course, suffered as much 
as you have. Most of you know a fam ily that 
has had a son. a dad, a sister or an unde killed 
or terribiy wounded m the 30 yeaisof the Trou- 
bles. It’s different here — though at times many 
of us have wondered whether we should take 
our kids to the mall at the weekend, or h flri 
partners anxiously telephoning to find out 
whether we were dose to that explosion men- 
tioned in the radio newsflash. 

And when our relatives have died or been 
maimed, we haven't comprehended the in- 
tricate background in the way you migh t 
Wha^ after all, had an Asian newsagent on 
the Isle of Dogs to do with the Battle of the 
Boyne, Bloody Sunday or the beating of the 
Lambegs on the road to Drumcree? Over 
here, we cannot tell the difference between 
a Catholic and a Protestant (though ah too 
often we manage to discriminate between a 
black person and a white one), and we aren't 
dear on why we occasionally have our rity cen- 
tres rearranged because someone else can. 

If we did have a vote, however, we would 
probably split about 95 per cent to 5 per cent 
. in favour. Not that this statistic wiD necessarily 
impress you. It’s probably bad enough to have 
Bill Clinton attempting to feel your pain; 
Richard Branson selling you peace; William 
Hague flopping about your streets (the sun 
glancing off his baby pate); and Paddy and 
Tbny doing their sensitive action men bit, with- 
out people like me telling you what to do. I 
wouldn’t like it. 

Perhaps, also, you’re wavering precisely be- 
cause the spooky breadth of the Yes coalition 
concents you. There’s old TrimbJq (whose last 
concert was a Vaughan Williams piece) and 
Hume, jacketless and paunchy, shaking hands 
at televised rock concert, both seemingly con- 
vinced that the agreement mostly favours their 
very different visions of Ulster's future. And 
- worse - over there are Adams and 
McMkbael. blithely assuring their baiaciava- 
ed shadows in the IRA and the UDA that the 
roadblocks to Irish unity have variously been 
demolished or fortified. 

Maybe this unreliable coalition explains the 
strange attraction of the Noes, of those un- 
bending men of principle, those stern patri- 
archs. those tough lovers. Their certainty, their 
constancy is so attractive - a moral pole in a 
shifting world. There's old Paisley - the last 


man in the decadent West actually to use the 
word “apostasy” — and old Motyneaux (old 
since the age of ten), and old ramrod Bob Mc- 
Cartney reminding you that the worst a No 
vote could lead to is another 30 yeais of what 
you have already (for the most pan) manage 
to survive. So perhaps your kids can survive 
it too. Perhaps not. 

But just look at how they insult you! DUP 
deputy leader Ffeter Robinson says, “Only those 
who side with the terrorists or are intimidat- 
ed by them will vote yes. Self-respecting de- 
mocrats and opponents of terror, will 
emphatically vote No.” WeJLyou are undecided 
and therefore unemphatic, so dearly you are 
already a bit soft on the bombers. Wfe can only 
wonder into which camp he put the doctors 
from the Royal Victoria Hospital who - skk 
ofpatdting up bodies -appealed this week for 
a Yes vote. Axe they traitors or just cowards? 

Just as big a lie is told about us - the Eng- 
lish, Walsh and Scots. It is that we wish to walk 
awayjfrom Ulster, leaving it to its fate - and 
that this agreement is about washing our 
hands. We could have done that, of course, 
marry times over, not least after the Ulster 
Workers lockout of 1974, and at the height 
of the IRA bombing campaign on the main- 
land. But (please reflect on this) there has nev- 
er been - even at the worst and darkest 
moment - a serious mass movement that mo- 
bilised British people around file slogan 
Troops Out Of Ireland. Despite our amaze- 
ment at the seeming intransigence of the politi- 
cians that you Ulster people elected to 
represent you, we have neither given in, nor 
wavered in our view that change could only 
come about with the consent of the majori- 
ty. Your consent. 

And that is exactly what the agreement 


Dear undecided, we do 
not get many 
opportunities like this 


says. Period. So Genycauaigue that be thinks 
he will one day win that consent, and David 
can say that he thinks that you wiD never give 
it, and meanwhile you can ignore both of them, 
and can get on with the business of govern- 
ing yourselves. 

As for decommissioning and the question 
of whether terrorists can reform, well arms 
can always be replaced, so it is not their ex- 
istence but the readiness to use them that re- 
ally matters. As to the latter, the answer 
appears to be yes, terrorists do repent. Sec- 
tions of the IRA now recognise that they can- 
not win an armed struggle, and that’s that. It 
was a terrible waste. ■ • 1 - . 

So do we want more of it? Dear undecided, 
we do not get many opportunities like this. 
There’s sometimes one moment, one magic 
conjunction, as there was in Israel before the 
men of certainty murdered Yitzhak Rabin and 
the men of constancy let off the Tfel Aviv 
bombs. And then, bang, it was gone. And how 
are they going to get it back now? 

At the moment polls show that you rep- 
resent a quarter of all voters in Northern Ire- 
land - the difference between a tepid and 
unconvincing Yes, and a firm, historic Yes - 
which is a very big difference. Even if you vote 
No, we will not abandon you. But vote Yes 
anyway. 


Michael Flatley turns 
Ginsberg sings, and 




, Allen 
learn to talk 



JOHN 

WALSH 


T HE news that Michael “River- 
dance’’ Flatley, the twinkle-toed 
. Irish- American hoofer and sex 
god, is “very seriously p lanning” a new 
career in boring, is a worrier. For Mr 
Flatley is the most popular performer 
anywhere in the world, rich as Nubar 
GuJbenkian and at the age when a 
pugilist might be thinking of swapping 
his gumshield for an economy tube of 
Dentu-fix, not starting a career. What 
mid-life crise has got Flatley so firmly 
in its grip that be should risk having his 
handsome features re-cast Plasticine 
by some murderous opponent with 
only a limited appreciation of Irish danc- 
ing? 

The answer lies in the Flatley videos. 
Michael has been role-playing the hard 
man, the fistic roustabout, the don’t- 
feck-with-me Leader of the Pack for so 
tong, he now believes in hs own creation. 
Those whoVe seen Lord of the Dance 
will recall that he appears in the show 
aSs variously, the saviour of a Celtic 
sprite, the boss of a bike gang and the 
dictator figure who commands a platoon 
of jackbooted myrmidons. Mr Flade/s 
new ambition is simply to firm up those 
delusions, to reify these hero dreams on 
the stage of Real Life. 

It’s the natural next step for an ego- 
maniacal performer -along the lines of, 
say, Michael Jackson deciding to become 
a bishop. I suppose we should be grate- 
ful that Mr Flatley stops at boring, rather 
than going the whole hog and joining 
the Hell’s Angels or applying to Sand- 
line to be included in their next African 
sortie. 

On the other hand, he can actually 
box. Ms father taught him when he was 
a Chicago schoolboy. He once won a 
Golden Gtoves tournament and, his peo- 
ple tell me, “He’s always used boxing as 
a way of keeping fit.” But it’s a big step 
from being a playground scrapper with 
a prize on the living-room sideboard to 
being a millionaire thirtysomething 
climbing into the ring with a chap who 
could maim you for life. And it would 
give us no pleasure to watch Mr Flat- 
ley being brutalised, duffed up. thumped 
and belaboured for, ooh, several rounds 
and to see that conceited smirk wiped 
off his face at last Or would it? 

I SPENT Sunday night, somewhat to 
my surprise, with the voice of Allen 
Ginsberg running round my head, 
ringing ' “Do the meditation/Do the 
meditaiion/Do the meditation/ By a lit- 



MichaeJ Flatley may be Lordof theDahce, but can he be King of the Ring? 


David Fisher/LF! 


tie patience and generosity.’’ Weird 
but strangely irresistible. I bad spent 
three hours at St James’s, Piccadilly, 
where the rump of the Britishpoetry Un- 
derground (ie Adrian Mitchell and 
Michael Horovitz) marshalled some 
friends and fans in celebration of the 
hairy Beat poet who died a year ago. 

At the end, after Lawrence Fer- 
linghetti (publisher of the Beats' work, 
including Ginsberg’s HowL, via his City 
Lights bookshop in San Francisco) bad 
read three moving elegies to his fate 
friend, the church was filled with the 
recorded sound of Ginsberg oh vocals. 
It was a revelation. 

My colleague Michael Glover, writ- ' 
ing yesterday about the Ginsberg trib- 
ute, remembered how “toneless" Ik bad 
always found the masters attempts at 
singing. On Sunday, crooning from be- 
yond the grave, he sounded wonderful 
-cool, amused, sprightly, enjoying him- 
self. He sang a grim little number 
called “Father Death” in a vibrant bari- 
tone like Leonard Cohen on nitrous ox- 
ide. He did the “Meditation Rag" as a 
fast, jolty hoedown. until the congre- 
gation joined in the chorus. He sound- 
ed like someone who’d been indulged 
all his life, followed every whim and sex- 
ual overture and remained a naughty 
subversive student for ever. 

Tell me, I asked Lawerence Fer- 
linghetti, did anyone ever tiy to edit Gins- 
berg? “Oh sure” said the storm-bearded 
publisher, “I got him to drop a whole 
section of Howl because it didn’t suit. 
And the titk was originally Howl for Cod 
Solomon, but 1 persuaded him it 
wouldn’t go on the title page. He went 
through six drafts of Howl in the end. 
He started out saying, ‘First thought - 
best thought’, but by the end I believe 


he preferred ‘First thought - worst 
though tV’Well, well - so even the wild 
guru of the counter-culture succumbed 
to the Eternal Sub-Editor in the end. 

1 AM indebted to the Institute of 
Arable Crops Research in Here- 
fordshire for the news that, in future, 
plants will be genetically encoded with 
alar m si gnals. According to the Insti- 
tute's predictions, when plants feel 
threatened by ants, or need water or are 
desperate for some fertiliser, they w SI 
emit different colours under an ultra- 
violet lamp, in order to signal that 
they’re in soipe kind of trouble. “We are 
tappinginlo [the plant’s] internal mech- 
anisms to allow it to report to us what 
if needs ait least a week before it shows 
any physical signs ofdeficjency," says one 
DrBrian Forde of the IACR, sounding 
ISk a social worker fretting about an un- 
derprivileged kid. 

The messages that plants will be able 
to convey strike me as a bit unsophisti- 
cated: if they turn blue, it means "I need 
a drink”; yellow means “I need feeding” 
and red means “Oh no, here come the 
ants”. Vfe can anticipate more elaborate 
messages from plants in the future. 

The dahlias at Highgrove will be pro- 
grammed to enquire “Have you come 
far?" to visiting dignitaries, and signal 
alarm at the sight of Earl Spencer's limo 
coming up the drive. The climbing ros- 
es in Rosemary Verey's garden will get 
hysterical about March and give out 
polychromatic messages which translate 
as “It’s that bloody woman with the trug 
and the pruning shears again." And 
down at the Chanel exhibit in the 
Chelsea Flower Show, a whole line of 
puzzled canjetias will be looking at the 
retreating figure of Karl Lagerfeld and 


aclrino each other, “What on earth are 
we doing flowering in May?” 

-y -yAPFY birthday to George Best, 
I ■ 1 who is 52 tomorrow. As he was 
A -1 .7A when he retired from foot- 
ball and turned to full-time drinking, this 
means he has spent half his life as a post- 
celebrity. He has, in the meantime, be- 
come Mr Ubiquitous. No football 
occasion, from the televised World Cup 
to a junior five-a-side match in Penge 
can now take place without his gruff, hir- 
sute and curiously sweet presence. 

He's a guest speaker at the Nation- 
al Sporting Gub dinner next month, and 
presiding genius at the United Nations 
of Football all-day extravaganza in the 
South Bank Centre. He’s become an ob- 
ject of pity to the tabloids since losing 
his bouse through non-paymem of 
mortgage, but an object of admiration 
to Joe Lovejoy, his most recent biog- 
rapher, whose Bestir: A Portrait of a 
Legend, out tomorrow, reminds you of 
the great man’s legendary wit. 

Lovejuy’s book records in odiferous 
detail the famous prison sentence in 
1984, when Best was nicked for drunk- 
en driving and assaulting a policeman. 
He got three months and a five-year ban. 
The defence appealed. Hugh MdQvan- 
ney, the great sports journalist, was a 
character witness and remembers try- 
ing to cheer up the horrified, nick-dread- 
ing George; “but such feeble efforts were 
stifled by the realisation that he was 
probably going to jail, and before long 
everyone was staring into the bottom of 
the coffee cup with nothing to say. Then 
be glanced across at me with a smile. 
‘Well I suppose that’s the knighthood 
fudeed.' he said.” Legends have no need 
of knighthoods. 


On the road to Ankara with a beleaguered Foreign Secretary 


* 



RUPERT 

CORNWELL 


IT LOOKED a perfect setting 
for what.fe known in the trade 
as “another Cook debacle”. Af- 
ter going to Delhi last year and 
having Britain described by 
India as a “third rate power,” 
and then charming the Israelis 
in March to the point of being ' 


practically thrown out of the 
country, our peripatetic For- 
eign Secretary was off on his 
travels again this week, this 
time to Tbrkey. 

After the sandstorms, hail- 
storms and snowstorms which 
trailed him around the Middle 
East, the weather too fitted the 
moment Shortly after we land- 
ed, the skies turned black and 
a mig hty thunderstorm swept 

Ankara. On past form, he’d be 
leaving that night, having con- 
verted Turkey’s discontent with 
the European Union into a full- 
scale declaration of war. 

But sadly, not so. Mr Cook’s 
misfortunes are well known, 
and a new opinion poll shows 
he has the highest negative rat- 
ing of any member of the Cab- 
inet - such is the price of 
notoriety when you divorce 


your wife and marry your mis- 
tress, become entangled in a 
rumpus over illegal arms trad- 
ing and are generally consid- 
ered by both friend and foe to 
be too clever by half. One 
thing however must be re- 
ported: Mr Cook is still alive 
and in charge as Foreign Sec- 
retary. 

Does discontent smoulder 
among his officials? If so, it’s 
not detectable to the naked eye. 
Is the strain of Sandline getting 
to Mr Cook? Maybe, bat again, 
you’d be hard-pressed to no- 
tice. Perhaps he’s become a 
compartmentaliser like Bill 
Clinton, who keeps Monica 
Lewinsky and Saddam Hussein 
in opposite comers of his brain. 

Or take Tuesday’s excumon 
to Ankara- eighLhoms in the 
air and 3,400 miles in all, for 


just five hours on the ground. 
How diplomatic gridlocks don’t 
come more gridlocked than the 
one featuring Tukey, Greece, 
Cyprus and the EU, sundry dis- 
puted rocky islets in the 
Aegean and much else beside. 

Remember, after all, that 
even Richard Holbrooke - fa- 
mous banger together of heads 
over Bosnia and now Mr Gin- 
ton’s special envoy for Cyprus 
- has just abandoned in despair 
his latest attempt to persuade 
the two communities on the is- 
land to talk to one another. 
Not surprisingly, Mr Cook 
didn’t solve anything, and 
couldn’t even nonage to cajole 
Turkey into attending a fence- 
mending meeting in Brussels 
next week. 

So was the half-day in Ana- 
tolia a useless jaunt by a For- 


eign Secretary on the skids? 
The fact is that he had little 
choice but to go. Britain cur- 
rently holds the EU presiden- 
cy. TUrkey has every reason to 
still be bitter at the ElTs refusal 
last December in Luxembourg 
to place it even on the B-listfor 
future membership, while 
American pressure on Europe 
to open its doors to TUrkey is 
intense. In political and geo- 
strategic terms the country is 
simply too important to be al- 
lowed to sulk. 

What is more, if his hosts 
are to be believed, he seems to 
have said the right things, 
stroking bruised egos while 
holding the caustic Cook 
tongue in check - even as 
Greece publidy sandbagged 
an initiative he was putting for- 
ward at that very moment to 


the Turkish president, Mesut 
Yilmaz. Finally, just before be 
left, he signalled the ELTs con- 
cern over human rights in 
Turkey by visiting the bedside 
of Akin Burial, the leading hu- 
man rights campaigner almost 
killed in a shooting attack last 
week in which the government 
is widely suspected to have had 
a hand. 

So a waste of time? It de- 
pends how you measure the use 
of diplomatic time. A welcome 
respite from ordeal by Sand- 
line? Doubtless. But also a re- 
minder that amid all the 
hyperventilating over the anns- 
to-Sierxa Leone affair - which 
in America would be treated as 
a national triumph and in 
France would hardly raise an 
eyebrow - we should keep a 
sense of proportion. 


Prawn politics 

AS PREDICTED in Pandora’s Tues- 
day diary, the Boy Wonder and his . 



pUUJ iwivi y-n — 

rching attack on the EU in 
full oif flaming metaphors. 
ng about the dangers of farther 
iean integration. Hague said. 

rould find oneself trapped in the 

mic equivalent of a burning 
ig with no exits." Good grief, 
fervour! Pandora could rarely 
me of that cooking to spice up 
ary, so a call was placed yes- 
to the Kundan cony house near 
Square. Yes, confirmed Nayab 
i, the Tory leadership are reg- 
istomexs. What does the -Boy 
c asualty order? “Prawn cur- 
Jium, and other standard dish- 


es. We serve exceptionally A-cfass 
rifchfs from India and Pakistan.” Whs 
John Major also a regular. “Oh yes, 
and he likes our prawn enny as welL” 
Q early every Eurosceptic in the land 
will want to keep their fires of indig- 
nation stoked with occasional prawn 
curries from the Kundan. (Pandora 
didn’t have the heart to tell Mr. Ab- 
basi that, while Hague’s speech got A- 
dass treatment in British newspapers, 
the conflagration was totally ignored 
by the French media.) 

Doff the cap 

AT THE Lisson Gaflay mi Tuesday. 
night. Vogue celebrated its new “Best 
of British” issue. While it was no sur- 
prise to see most of London’s fashion 

florid, along with Liam GrffegbcraiKl 


PANDORA 


Patsy Kensit, Pandora looked in vain 
for Peter Mandelsan, whose uttra-fash- 
ionabte (one mast assume) figure 
graces one of the mag’s pages. How- 
even, cover gtri Kate Moss made a 
stunning entrance. Pandora salutes 
die VfaaHS of Criydon for her stalwart 
party spirit. After a controversy sur- 
roundmg her dep artu re from the 
pretentious Hotel da Cap in Antibes 
fast week, supposedly on account of 
* wee bit of 6am joviality the super- 
. model might base been tempted to 
keep her beautiful head down. Not a 
bit ofiL Tuesday night she was ovei> 

heard faffing a friend, “If it’s such a 
high-class hold, what is it doing 
taDrag to the newspapers?” Pando- 


ra coaid not agree more. At net year’s 
Cannes Film Festival the Pandora en- 
tourage will avoid the “Cap’* like the 
plague. 

Fake nerd 

“HELLO EVERYONE. And thank 
you for signing up for my Beta E-mail 
Tracking Application or (BETA) for 
short. My name is Bill Gates.” Thus 
begins an e-mail that has been arriv- 
ing on thousands of people’s com- 
ptitms for months, ft offers $1,000 and 

a free copy of Windows 98 to “the first 
thousand people” who receive and for- 
ward the message. Readers be 
warned. “It has nothing to do with Mi- 
crosoft,'’ a company spokesman told 
Pandora yesterday. “Some ^clever 
harlcpr launch ed this forgery.” 


G-whizz 

MEN AND WOMEN who, like Pto- 
dora, are keen to bring part of the 
“James and Emma experience” into 
their own tomes have beat frustrated 
to learn that “that dress”, which read- 
ers of the tabloids will know revealed 
so much of Emma Noble’s curvature, 
is a “contort” number fry Julian 
McDonald and costs £2»500. That’s 
a bit oat of reach for most of ns, but 
what about Emma’s g-string knick- 
ers? Every true “J&E” man and 
woman would like to know where 
Emma bought them and what they 
cost. Presumably it wasn’t a foor-fig- 
ure sum. Pandora Is offering a bot- 
tle of champagne to the first 
fashion-knowledgable reader who 
can supply this information (vali- 
dated please) for the benefit of alL 
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Gene Fowler Jnr 


THOUGH Gene Fowler Jnr 
won Oscars and Emmysfor his 
fine editing stalls, he will be best 
remembered as director of / H&s 
a (1957), a lew- 

budget, quickly shot film starring 
the unknown 21-year-old 
Michael Landon as delinquent 
college boy turned monster, 
which was a surprise hit and has 
become a cult classic. 

The eldest son of die famous 
newspaper man and author 
Gene Fowler, who wrote ac- 
claimed biographies of John 
Barrymore and Jimmy Durante 
and several screenplays, Fowler 
Jnr, born in 1917, was still 
studying at the University of 
Southern California when his fa- 
ther, who was writing a book on 
the silent Sim director Mack 
Sennett. introduced him to Sen- 
nett's former chief editor Allen 
McNeil 

McNeil asked the youth if be 
would like to work in the cut- 
ting department at Fox. Fowler 
thus learned editing at night 
while attending college by day. 
“I had never seen so much film 
in my life 1 ’ be said later, “and 1 
simply couldn’t figure out bow 
the hell anybody could keep 
track of any of it - but McNeil 
taught me. 

The first film Fowler cut. 
Thanks a Million (1935), had 
been written by Ntmafly John- 
son, whose daughter Marjorie 
was to become both Fowler's as- 
sistant editor and his wife. 
Fowler edited the taut Wellman 


classic The Ox-Bow Incident 
(1943) and became a favourite 
editor of the director Fritz 
Lang, catting Lang's Hangmen 
Also Die (1943), Woman in the 
Window (1944), WhUe the City 
Sleeps (1955) and Beyond a 
Reasonable Doubt (1956). 

He won an Oscar for the US 
Army documentary Seeds of 
Destiny (1945), made while he 
was serving as a Lieutenant in 
the Second World War. Other 
films he edited included the 
classic Sam Fuller westerns ifcm 
of the Arrow (1955) and Forty 
Guns (1957), and Stanley 
Kramer's comedy epic It's a 
Mad Mad Mad Mad World 
(1963) for which he received an 
Oscar nomination. 

He broke info directing with 
a television series, China-Snath 
(1952), shooting two episodes 
of the 30-minute show each 
week, but remained an editor 
only for the big screen until the 
producer Herman Cohen asked 
him if he would like to direct a 
feature with the worst tide in the 
world but a very good script 

After reading the script of/ 
Wxsa Teenbge Bferewn^(by Abe 
Kaudel, who used a pseudonym 
rather than be associated with 
the film) Fowler was about to 
turn it down but his wife said, 
“Why don't you do it anyway? 
You’d like to do a feature, and 
nobody will ever see it" 

With a minuscule budget of 
$82,000 and a shoo ring sched- 
ule of five and a half days. 


Fowler added touches to give 

tire characters more dimension 

and, aided by .the ace cine- 
matographer .Joseph T-aShrfte 
incorporated tong continuous 
takes and unusual pcdhi-of-view 
shots. “I wasn’t trying to make . 

simply an exploitation fihn,” he 

said, “I was trying to do some- 
thing with a hftk: substance to it" 
The result grossed over $6m, 
and die following year Fowler 
both produced .and directed 
another cult favourite, 1 Mar ried 
a Monster from Outer Space , 
which like die previous fibn sur- 
passes its exploitative title. 
(“Imaginative sci-fi given daws 
production* sahi Variety). Set in 
a! town where husbands are be- 
ing replaced’ byl counterparts 
who need to procreate because 
all females on their planet have 
died, it was a compelling blend 
of horror and acferure-fictkm, 
edited by George Ibmosizu, 
who -was the editor on many 
Hitchcock f&Bj&T 

Though rSf; editor himself, 
Fowler beHfcVetj that directors 
“shouldn't be- allowed to edit 
their own movies- they should 
allow the editor to put the pic- 
ture together without any su- 
pervision". He next directed a 
series of films for the produc- 
er Robert Lqjpert and 2Dth 
Century-Fax. ' 

Uppcrt had a deal to make tow-: ’ 
badge! pictures Car the studio. It was 

wonderful inaway became whatev- 
er sets 1 were st*ndmg,‘we used them. 

. I would walkthrough the secs which 
bid been bmh for more ea p e usi vc 


films flat had already been shot sod " 
we would pretty much write oar 
scripts around tbeml 

Showdown at Boot HiU 
(1958) was a neat western with 
some striking overhead track- 
ing shots, but Gang War ( 1958), 
with Charles Bronson in an ear- 
ly role as a peaceful man forced 
to employ vkrience, Here Comes 
die Jets (1959) and The Orqgon 
Tmil(l959) starring Fred Mac- 
Murray, were routine. 

Retaining to editing, Fbwler 
worked on scores of television 
shows, winning Emmy awards 
for the superior TV movie The 
Glass House (1972), adapted 
from Truman. Capote’s story of 
prison life, plus the police 
thriller The Blue Knight (1975) 
and series episodes of Rawhide 
and The Waltons. His last big- 
screen editing assignment was 
tihe elusive Smorgasbord (1983), 
directed by and starring Jerry 
Lewis, wtndi, after unsuccessful 
test engagements, was shelved. 

Iu a 1990 interview. Fbwler 
confessed that he would like to 
have directed more: 

There we a certain sense of achieve- 
ment In it - you expressed yourself 
more fnDy than yori do in any other 
field, widi die possible exception of 
writiog. 1 don't dunk anyone ever 
actiews all that they set to do, bur 
I m u s t sag rve had a tot of fun trying. 

Tom VaJUance 

Gene Fowler. fibi exStor and director: 
bom Denver, Colorado I9T7; married 
Majorie Johnson (one son, one dauffi- 
tgfc ded Los Angdes U May 1998.. 



Fowiert (inaction of l Wax a Teenage Werewolf (1957) tamed it into a cult classic photograph: Kobal 


Pierre Fourcaud 



PIERRE FOURCAUD was 
one of the earliest Frenchmen 
lo rally to General de Gaulle in 
the summer of 1940, and one of 
the best 

He W3S bom in St Peters- 
burg, a subject of the last TSar, 
his father was French, his moth- 
er Russian. His half-Slav an- 


cestry betrayed itself not only in 

hftj i faith, hut nhn in hk TTBrnnw g 

be had enormous personal 
charm, yet could switch rapid- 
ly from kindness to severity. 

He fought brilliantly in the 
French army in 1919 and again 
in 1940; and when France col- 
lapsed, he made his own way to 
London and volunteered in- 
stantly to go back to France as 
a secret agent He maintained 
that the wide acquaintances 
he had made in the business 
world between the wars would 
be bound to provide useful 
intelligence.- • 

Captain Dewavrin, later fa- 
mous as Colonel Passy. the bead 
of de Gaulle’s Seoul Services, 
took him at his word. Fourcaud 
set out in August via Lisbon, and 
was at work in Marseilles by 
September, recruiting French 
socialists and radicals who 
would report what was going on. 

Ail de Gaulle’s early sup- 


porters were denounced at the 
time as far right-wingers; an ac- 
cusation that did not in the least 
apply either to Passy or to 
Fourcaud. Fourcaud had had 
friends among the Bench inter- 
war intelligence chiefs; that did 
not make him a right-winger. In- . 
stead it gave him a few ideas 
about how his circuit, code- 
named “Brutus", might work. 

He went to Vichy, where he 
met among others Colonel 
Loustanau-Lacau, who was also 
busy setting up a quite differ- 
ent intelligence circuit, and was 
indeed a long wgy r lo fte right . 
in politics; he, wbo'had met 
many brave men, said, long af- 
terwards, that Fourcaud was 
outstanding even among them. 

Fourcaud was bade in Lon- 
don before the turn of the year 
and set off at once on his next 
mission, on 13 January 1941. He 
travelled again through Lis- 
bon; charged both with contin- 


uing his intelligence work and 
(to Pasty's annoyance) with an 
extra political mission as well, 
given to him directly by de 
Gaulle, of. forming anti- 
P6taiaist groups in any Petain- 
ist circles he could find. But he 
held, quite properly, that it was 
a mis take to mix an intelli- 
gence mission with a political 
one. 

It was perhaps fortunate 
that Fourcaud expended most 
of his vast strength of person- 
ality an keeping “Brutus" going. 
By Match he had established 
tenuous wireless contact with 
London through a cumbrous set 
called “Romeo”, and set up sub- 
rircuits in Toulouse and Mont- 
pellier as wefl. He also got 
involved with some SOE agents 
who had blown up a power sta- 
tion near Bordeaux and need- 
ed help in crossing into Spain. 

Politics were bis undoing. On 
25 August he went to call on Ad- 


miral Laborde, giving his own 
real name and rank (then Cap- 
tain) as be did so, to ask the 
admiral for help in the Gaullist 
cause. He was shown the door, 
his name was reported to Vichy, 
and four days later he was 
arrested. 

- CbkmelRuDoJe, theheadof 
Vichy counter-espionage, al- 
ready playing a double game, 
tried to keep him out of mis- 
chief. Lesser policemen who 
had arrested one of the SOE 
party and dug FourcaucTs name 
out of him tried to makeirou-_. 
ble.farhim. 

He fell ill and was moved to 
a prison hospital at Clermont- 
Ferrand, from wherein August 
1942 he managed to escape into 
Switzerland. From there he was 
brought out, via the French 
Riviera, in inconceivable dis- 
comfort; he travelled to Gibral- 
tar with 89 companions in a 
20-ton felucca and so back to de 


Gaulle’s headquarters at Carl- 
ton Gardens. There he spent a 
useful year on de Gaulle's staff 
helping to articulate the national 
uprising for which the Gaullist 
hoped. In January 1944 he went 
back to Ranee, as “Sphere", to 
lead the “Union" missi on. 

They travelled in plain 
clothes but took uniforms with 
them to impress the guerrilla 
leaders whom they met Their 
object was to co-ordinate- the ac- 
tivities of various maquis bands 
east of the River Rhone, par- 
bculartyin the Vfcnrors-.Thedis-. 
aster thaUbflowed.tbefe wasnpt 
Fourcaud’ s fault; weB before it 
took place he had obeyed orders 
and withdrawn (again through 
Iberia) to London. 

In the dosing agonies of the 
Third Reich he went forward 
into Germany with his friend 
(Sir) Rdnn Brook to try and dis- 
cover what had happened to 
F.E.E. . Yeo-Thomas (“The 


White Rabbit"), an Anglo- 
Gauitist hero who had firilen 
into tile Gestapo’s hands. His 
fluent Russian saw them 
through several Red Army con- 
trols before they reached 
Bueherrwald, from winch Yeo- 
Thomas had escaped already. 

After the war he went bade 
to business but never forgot his 
Resistance friends -he came to 
London at the age of 93 to at- 
tend the funeral of one of his 
companions on “Union". He 
kept dear of professional pol- 
itics, but was always ready to de- 
fend the reputation .of .(he 
Resistance against revisionists 
- many of them ignorant of the 
facts of war and occupation - 
who sought to prove that it had 
all been a mistake. . 

M. R. Dl Foot 


Pierre Fourcaud, soldier and intelli- 
gence officer: bom St Petmhurg 27 
March 1898; died Boris 2 May 1998. 


Arthur Rees 


ARTHUR REES enjoyed a 
brilliant career both on the 
rugby field for Whies, and in the 
police force, where he served as 
Chief Constable for Den- 
bighshire 1957-64 and Chief 
Constable for Staffordshire 
I9M-77. Capped 13 times by his 
country, he was the vice-captain 
and pack leader the day Wales 
beat New Zealand at Cardiff 
Arms Park in 1935. 

Born in the mid-Wales vil- 
lage of Llangadog, Rees did not 
learn to speak English until he 
was seven. A very Welsh Welsh- 
man, he attended his country’s 
greatest rugby academy, Llan- 
dovery College, where he 


learned his rugby skills along- 
side Viv Jenkins and Qiff Jones, 
two players who were later to 
join him in victory over the AD 
Blades. 

Rees made the 1st XV at 
th.e college at 14 and then 
went up to St Catherine's Col- 
lege, Cambridge, where he 
earned two rugby Blues, in 
1933 and 1934. 

His greatest moment in rug- 
by came on 21 December 1935. 
when he Jed the Wtisfa pack into 
battle against New Zealand. 
By the end, two of his former 
Cambridge colleagues, Jones 
and WHf WooLler, had played 
key roles and his old school pal 


Jenkins had contributed two 
conversions to a famous 13-12 
victory. 

Jenkins said of Rees: 

Arthur was a marvellous leader of 
men, he got the best out of them and 
they would follow trim anywhere - 
though one once said ‘il is a pity about 
the places be takes us to!' 

CKff Jooes bad been junior to both 
of us at Llandovery but he was 
with us both in the Welsh ride in 
1935 wben we beat the All Blacks. I 
remember thinking bow we bad 
started. 

Arthur was leading the pack that 
day and had given strict instructions 
to his fellow forwards that when he 
gave the word they should all hit an 
opponent. Early in the game one 
of the New Zealander forwards 
said something to Glyn Prosser, a 


blacksmith from Neath, and be 
shouted, “Now Mr Rees, now Mr 
Rees?" lb his delight. Arthur, or Mr 
Rees as be was called by his pack, 
quickly gave the go-ahead to hatch 
the dressing room phut and the 
Welsh forwards all got stuck into the 
New Zealanders. 

1 was best man at Arthur’s wed- 
ding and be was best man at mime 
and we had some great fun over the 
years. He had a marvellous sense of 
humour and was always putting 
himself down in a humorous way. 

A man of great humour, 
Rees was a good leader and his 
all-round qualities served him 
in good stead as a pilot during 
the Second World War, he end- 
ed the war as an Acting Wing 
Commander. 


He bad begun a career in the 
Metropolitan Police Force in 
1935, and resumed service with 
the Met after the war, climbing 
the ranks over the next 11 years 
before taking over as Chief 
Constable of Denbighshire in 
1957. 

He spent six years in his na- 
tive Whies before moving back 
to England to take over as 
Chief Constable of Stafford- 
shire. He held that post between 
1964-67 before assuming the 
new title of Chief Constable of 
Staffordshire and Stoke-on- 
Trent between 1968 and bis re- 
tirement in 1977. 

As well as playing for Cam- 


bridge University, the RAF, 
the Metropolitan Police, Sur- 
rey and the Barbarians. Rees 
was also a stalwart of London 
Welsh and Crawstaay's Welsh 
RFC, where he served as 
Chairman 1960-92 and Pres- 
ident from 1992. 

Robert Cole 

Arthur Morgan Rees, poke officer 
and rugby player bom Uangodog, 
Carmarthenshire 20 November 
1912; Chief Constable for Den- 
bighshire 1957-64, for Stafford- 
shire 1964-77; OBE 1963. CBE 1974; 
QfM 1970; married 1943 Dorothy 
V/ebb (died 1988: one daughter); 
died 13 May 1998. 



Rees: a very Welsh Welshman 


Talat 

Mahmood 

FOR OVER two decades, the 
soft, quavering voice of Talat 
•Mahmood mesmerised India 
with taunting Jove songs- 
Unflthe late Sixties, TMaL as 

be was popularly known, was the 
dnoer f whose singin g 


L/mj “ — Lf . * , ", 

is heard while actors mnne the 

words) in over 200 Sm® Pro- 
duced in “Bollywood", India’s , 
film capital dty of Bombay. 

■ These songs continue to be 
pktyed and avidty listened to on 
All India Radio today. Ghazak, 
pr romantic couplets, in his na- 
tive Urdu were his forte, and he 

<^r>g them with a verve few 
could match or a mournfulness 
few could attain. He also sang 
over 250 memorable hit songs in 
Hindi, Bengali and even Gujarati. 

A good-looking and dapper: 
rryin, 'Tfrlat acted in a dozen or 
so Sms in the Fifties, mdnding 
box-office successes tike Rafiar 
(“Speed") and Seme Id ChidUr 
(“Golden Bird"). However be 
preferred ringing to acting, and 
got his break as a playback 
singer in 1951 in Arzoo 
(“Love"). Thereafter he sang 
unfo rgettable, ha unting i nam- 
bersin classic films tike Ashiana 
(“Lover"), Saqi (“Wine"), 
Anhonee (“Strangers") and Taxi 

Drivtr.r^^g^ha3sd^n^ssg\o : 

a rare art form. The- success or - 
failure of Indian films is fre- 
quently determined by their 
numerous songs. 

Born into a middle-class 
Muslim family in the northern 
Indiancity of Lucknow in 1924, 
Talat took a fancy to singing as 
an adolescent, much to his fa- 
ther’s chagrin. Lucknow in the 
Twenties was still a licentious 
dty of indolent nawabs (Mus- 
lim noblemen), who considered 
themselves and their dty the 
epitome of style and manners. 

As capital of the former 
state ofOudh- modern day Ut- 
tar Pradesh- it was one of the ' 
richest Indian kingdoms in the 
i.7th and 18tb centuries and a 
repository of Muslim culture, 
poetry and cuirine. The modem- 
day nawabs frittered away their 
wealth on soirees and ended up 
paupers, dinging on to their 
anachronistic lifestyles. - 

Thlat began frequenting 
record shops and the local All 
. India Radio studio, fascinated 
by the romantic scrags of the leg- 
endary gftoml singer $qndan 
Lai Saigal and the tilting num- 
bers thru daily rang across the 
bazaars of the old dty. 

He joined the Morris Col- 
lege of Music at Lucknow but 
was soon, in the early 1940s, 
picked by a talent scoot from 
His Masters \foiee (HMV) and 
taken to Calcutta for a record- 
s' session. Almost overnight he 
became a sensation with the 
memorable song “Your Picture 
was Not Enough to Thrill my 
Heart". It sold over 100,000 
copies. ■ 

Thlal Mahmood was a high- 
ly cutured . and refined man' 
with impeccable taste for the 
good things of life. Soon after 
his song became a hit, a Bolly- 
wood fito producer, impressed 
by bis good looks, obvious style 
and snappy dressing cast him in 
several films. But he also was 
quick to recognise Talat's im- 
mense singing talent and turned 
him into India's leading play- 
back singer. 

Kukfip Singh 

Tafcrt Mahmood singe/: bom Luc- 
know, India 24 February . 1924; 
married (one son, one daughter); 
died Bombay 9 May 1998. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

FORD: Boris. Emeritus Professor of 
Edacxtioa, University of Bristol, died 
peacefully on 14 May, aged 80 years, 
in the presence of his hmiiy and 
friends he loved. Flower, or donations 
to charity of own choice. Enquiries gc 
J.H. Kenyon Ltd. 9 Pond Street, 
London NW3. 0171-7943535. 
H1UBEKT: Bill, of Machynlleth, on 17 
May, after a short Bluest, in BrxkIses 
hospital, Aberystwyth. Scveruy-«ght 
goad yean of rugby, aeroplanes, 
CAB, umfiy and friends. 

Ammgne nna fcrG roiBa BIKTHS, 
MARRIAGES * DEATHS {Births, 
Adoption*. W-uitnu, Death*, Memo- 
rial wwlm, W c d dfcr g w u ilie rij i’ kj. In 
Memortun) Should be sent in writing 
to the Gazette Editor, The Indepen- 
dent. I Canada. Square, Canary Whart, 

London EM SDL. a d op h oned to 0171- 
293 2012 (24-bour answering machine 
0171 .293 2011) or fajmd to 071-293 2010, 
and are charged at £450 a Bn« (VAT 
extra). 


Birthdays 

Mr Geoffrey Archer, newscaster. 
54; Dr John Aruutnge, former prin- 
cipal, College of St Hfld and St Bede 
Durham. 66; Mr Michael Crick, 
televi&m journalist, 40; Baron Guy 
de Rothschild, banker, 89; Mr Mal- 
colm Fraser, former {Rime minister 
of Australia, 68; Mr 'Wflliam Hunan, 
editor, the Observer, 48; Mr ftnd 
Keetch MP. 37; Mr Tferry LigbtfooL 
bandleader and jazz musician, 63; Mr 
Denis MacSbane MP, SO; Mr 
Leonard Mauasseh. architect. 82; 
Professor Leo Murray, Director, 
CranfiekJ School of Matngemeni, 55; 
Mr An drew Ned, former editor, the 
Sunday Times, 49; Miss Rosalind 
Plowright, soprano, 49; Mrs Mary 
Robinson, president of the Irish Re- 
public, 54; Mr Leo Sayer, anger, 50; 
ftofesror Sir David Smith, President. 
Wolfson College, Oxford, 68; Pro- 
fessor Stanley WeO& Shakespearean 
scholar, 68; Mr Desmond wkx*. ra- 
dio and television presenter, 67; 
The Right Rev Mark Wood, former 
Bishop of Ludlow, 79. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Albrecht Dtirer, painter and 
engraver, 1471; Philip n. King of 


T 



•• 1 U* ■ i ih i vUQfi W JtKlU-lXIJ. * B ra* 

uun. SttHiab Iwritutc of Sport* fctefonic and nnikei phot inn P«*BO*K«n*rrc»*»*.ine 


LAW REPOR T: 2imayi998 

Detention for grave offence could be two years or less 


Spain, 1527; Alexander Pope, poet 
and satirist 1688; Henri Rousseau, 
primitive painter, 1844; Thomas 
Wright (Fats) Waller, songwriter and 
pianist, 1904; Harold Robbins (Fran- 
cis Kane), novelist, 1916. Deaths: 
Henry VL, King of England, mur- 
dered. 1471; Prince Panl Anton von 
Galantbea Esterfaazy, diplomat, 
1866; Ronald Arthur ArmesJey Fir- 
bank, novelist, 1926. On this day: St 
Helena was discovered by the navi- 
galor, Joao da Nova Castcfl, 1502; the 
Standard newspaper was first pub- 
lished. 1827; the Manchester Strip 
Canal was officially opened. 1894; 
Summer Tune (daylight saving) was 
begonia Britain, 191 6. Today is As- 
cension Day and the Feast Day of St 
Andrew Bobala. St Godfric and St 
Theophiins of Gorte. 


Lectures 

National Cattery? Malcolm Baker. 
“British Painting (ifi): the chisel and 
the brash. Sculpture and Painting in 
18th-century England", 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: Pat 
Eanzsbaw, “Embroidered Lace (if, 
230pm. 

Tate Galfory: James Maipas. “Mod- 
ern An m Britain", I pm. 
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Changing of the Guard 
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ftagba v B; Court of Appeal 
(Criminal Division) (Lord 
Bingham. Lord Chief Justice, Mr 
justice Smedey and Mr Justice 
Thomas) 4 May 1998 

A COURT could sentence an 
offender aged 15 on the date 
of conviction to detention for 
two years or less under section 
53(2) and (3) of the Children 
and Young Persons Act 1933 cm 
the ground that none of the oth- 
er methods in which the case 
might legally be dealt with, in- 
cluding detention for the same 
period in a young offender in- 
stitution, was “suitable". 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the appellant’s appeal 
against a total sentence of two 
years' detention in a young of- 
fender institution, and substi- 
tuted a sentence of two years' 
detention under section 53(2) 
and (3) of the Children and 
Young Persons Act 1933. ■ 

Tbc appellant had pleaded 


guilty to offences of robbery 
and assault with intent to rob. 
She was 14 when the offences 
were committed, but 15 when 
convicted. 

Six days after her sentence 
bad been passed, the appellant 
returned to the Crown Court, 
and the judge was asked to vary 
or rescind the sentence and to 
substitute a sentence of de- 
tention under section 53(2) 
and (3). He declined to do so. 

Graham Cooke (Regisour of Crimi- 
nal Appeals) for the appellant; David 
Prrry (Treasury So&cxar) as amicus 
curiae 

Lord Bingham CJ said that it 
had been argued for the ap- 
pellant that there was no statu- 
tory minimum period applying 
to a sentence under section 53. 
and that the only precondition 
for making an order under 
the section was that the court 
was of the opinion that “none 
of the other methods in which 




the case may Legally be dealt 
with is suitable'’. 

The judge had had the ben- 
efit of written reports and oral 
evidence to the effect that de- 
tention in a young offender in- 
stitution would be detrimental 
to the appellant’s develop- 
ment She was judged to be in 
need of dose supervision and 
help, counselling, education 
and guidance. A place was 
available for her at a secure 
unit, but only if a sentence of 
detention under section 53 
were passed. 

The judge had considered 
himself bound by authority, 
having decided that a sentence 
of two years was long enough, 
to pass a sentence of detention 
in a young offender institution. 
The judge’s approach un- 
doubtedly reflected the view 
which the courts had tradi- 
tionally taken of section 53(2) 
and (3). 

• However, it seemed dear, as 


r 


a matter of everyday En glish, 
that the word “suitable” in sec- 
tion 53(2) was not a synonym of 
“sufficient". On a proper con- 
struction of the section, it was 
open to the court lo make an or- 
der even though the detention 
was for a period no longer than 
that for which the offender 
could be sentenced to be de- 
tained in a young offender in- 
stitution, provided that the 
court was of the opinion that 
none of the other methods in 
which the case might legally be 
dealt with (including detention 
in a young offender institu- 
tion) was suitable. Such a con- 
struction gave effect to the 
important welfare principle em- 
bodied in section 44 of the Acl 
T he exercise of the power 
must, however, be subject to 
important practical constraints 
in any case where the effective 
choice was between detention 
in a young offender institution 
and detention under section 


53(2) and (3). The court must . ■ 
found its opinion no dear and 
compelling evidence to show 
that, in the case of the partic- 
ular offender, detention in a -•> 
young offender institution was. _ 
for demonstrable reasons - 
clearty unsuitable. . . i 

The court should not exer- 
cise hs power under section * 
53(2) and (3) unless h. was in re- 
ceipt of a dear current mctica-- 
tibn that there was a [dace for 
the defendant in an mcfftnfirSn 
other than a youqgoffsader in- 
stitution and that that institution 
was willing to accept the de- 
fendant, nor should it, save in 
quite exceptional circuxn'- 
stan o es. exercise its power- ter 
make an order under section 
53(2) and (3) for two years or 
less in the case of a defendant 
aged over 15 at the dale of ood^ 
viction on the ground that de- 
tention in a youag offender • 
institution would nrtt Iv» aiitaihl fL 
' Kate O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Bank 


By Lea htenon 


sees opportunities for financial sector mergers 


CONDITIONS are ripe for further con- 
solidation in the UK banking sector, the 
n Bank of England said yesterday. 

In its last-ever annual review of mar- 
ket developments in the sector - from 1 
t •», responsibility for banking supervision 
. - 3} transfers to the Financial Services Authority 
- - the Bank warned UK banks should lend 

prudently. Banks have historian taken on 

• * significant proportions of bad debt in the 
<: lale stages of the economic cycle, the Rant? 

.*>: of England said. 


Hie Bank also said there were regula- 
tory lessons to be learned from the Asian 
crisis, although it noted that the UK 
banks bad, to date, managed their expo- 
sures to the region welL 

In its annual review, the Bank said: “ Less 
consolidation was seen in the banking sec- 
tor daring 1997 than in the previous year, 
although the conditions remain favourable 
and there was intense speculation about 
possible mergers and acquisitions." 

Michael Foot, who will become man- 
aging director and head of financial su- 
pervision at the new FSA, remarked that 


if a man from Mars landed in the UK, he 
would see plenty of opportunity for cost- 
saving mergers. “One would be surprised 
if there weren't more of this type of 
merger," he added. 

Mr Foot, who is also an executive di- 
rector of the Bank of England, said he 
could envisage a situation where there was 
greater co-opera lion between insurance 
companies and banks. He also pointed to 
the tough competition in the mortgage mar- 
ket In its review, the Bank predicted: “The 
small residential mortgage lenders could 
be faced with increased competition from 


the bancassurers {companies providing 
both banking and insurance services] who 
... have yet to fully exploit in-roads into 
the mortgage market” 

The Bank said there was little evidence 
of a repeal of the Eighties-style lending ac- 
tivity which led to significant bad debt loss- 
es in the recession of the early 1990s. 
“Nevertheless, the late stages of the cycle 
have often proved in the past particularly 
critical for banks: a significant proportion 
of what ultimately turn out to be bad debts 
are put on the books at around that 
stage," it said. 


According to the Rank, the UK econ- 
omy could now be past its cyclical peal af- 
ter “a furtheryear of above-trend growth”. 

The recent upheavals in Asia have fed 
to a renewed focus cat worldwide financial 
stability, the Rank said. Mr Foot said that, 
in the light of the Asian crisis, the Bank 
would be asking the international com- 
munity to revisit the 25 ‘foore. principles of 
banking supervision" issued by the Basle 
Committee on Banking Supervision. 

Mr Foot noted that the scale of the ex- 
posure of UK banks to the troubled Asian 
region was “relatively modest". He added: 


“Many of the banks with the largest ex- 
pesures tend to be the most professionally 
involved in the region." 

The Bank said it had decided to drop 
fa yw-aiw i ^provirioaipg matrix" , which was 

iatroduced to 1987 to give guidance on pro- 

vfeionihg levels for country debt. The Bank 
said the matrix had “become increasingly 
incompatible with risk-based supervision". 

The Bank repeated its warning that 
firms which were unprepared for Emu or 
the year 2000 could face regulatory 
sanctions. 

Outlook, page 25 
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Fund scandal 
directors to 
pay huge costs 


By Lea Paterson 

FOUR senior Morgan GrenfeD 
directors who left the firm in the 
wake of the Peter Young fund 
management scandal have been 
barred from the Gty for peri- 
ods of up to three years and or- 
:red to pay costs of up to 
1,000 by the regulator, Imro. 

Mr Young was fired in Sep- 
tember 1996, following the dis- 
covery of “serious ^regularities" 
in three of his foods. 

The four former directors 
have had their Imro registrations 
suspended for periods r angin g 
from 16 months to three years 
and have been ordered to pay 
Imro’s costs. 

Elements of the investiga- 
tion process have caused unease 
in some-areas of the Gty. In 
particular, there has been con- 
cern that high legal costs could 
have deterred the four from 
taking their cases to an inde- 
pendent tribunal. 

Graham Kane, formerly 
managing director of Morgan 
Grenfell Unit Hust Managers 
(MGUTM), has had his Imro 
^registration suspended for 16 
months, and will pay Imro’s in- 
vestigation costs of £90,740 as 
well “as a arntrfcrution to its dis- 
ciplinary costs". 

Paul Ebling, formerly a com- 
pliance officer at Morgan Gren- 
feU, has had his registration 
suspended for two years and has 
undertaken not to apply for a 
senior compliance position for 
a further 12 months. He will pay 
Imro's investigation costs of 


£69,450 and a contribution to- 
wards its disciplinary costs. 

Glyn Owen, formerly chief 
executive of Morgan Grenfell 
International Fund Manage- 
ment (MGIFM), has had his 
registration suspended for 
three yeans, and will pay Imro 
investigation costs of £88.770. 
He too will pay a contribution 
to Imro’s disciplinary costs. 

The most severe penalty 
was reserved for Michael 
Wheatley, formerly a Morgan 
Grenfell compliance director. . 
He has had his Imro registra- 
tion suspended for three years, 
has been permanently restrict- 
ed from bolding a compliance 
position, has been ordered to 
pay Imro's investigation costs 
of £90,850 and a contribution 
to its disciplinary costs. Mr 
Wheatley las left the City to 
pursue a career in academia^ * 

Thesuspedsonsare back-dat- 
ed to 4 December 1997, when 
Imro’s enforcement committee 
first met to discuss penalties. 

Keith Percy, formerly chief 
executive of Morgan Grenfell 
Asset Management, is under- 
stood to be in settlement ne- 
gotiations with Imro. Mr Percy, 
who has substantial personal 
wealth, is believed to be con- 
sidering taking his case to an in- 
dependent tribunal 

Concerns over legal costs 
are believed to have deterred 
the four other directors from 
taking the tribunal route. 
According to some Gty esti- 
mates, an individual who de- 
cides to take their case to 


tribunal could incur costs of 
more than £250,000. And if the 
individual loses, he or she then 
becomes liable for Imro's costs, 
which could exceed £500,000. 

While most in the Gty agree 
with the principle of the ac- 
countability otsemormanage- 
ment, concern has been 
expressed in some quarters 
over the manner in which Imro 
conducted its investigations. 

Philip War land, director 
general of the Association of 
Unit Trusts and Investment 
Funds, is just one leading Gty 
figure with doubts about the 
disciplinary process. 

Mr Wufand, one of the few 
in the Gty prepared to air his 
views publicly, said: “I have no 
difficulty with the situation 
that when companies take the 
public’s money, they should 
1 be hddaccouh table. Simflariy, 
senior management should be 
held accountable." 

However, Mr Wfariand said 
he was concerned about the 
time and the costs of the 
process. He was particularly 
worried that individuals were 
being “effectively denied access 
to tribunal ". “At the tribunal, 
the prosecutors’ costs are borne 
by the accused if they lose. . . 
That doesn’t happen if you're 
a murderer." 

Mr Warland added he 
would be campaigning to en- 
sure Imro’s enforcement pro- 
cedures would not be adopted 
when procedures were har- 
monised across the FSA, the 
new industry-wide regulator. 


Super-ombudsman 

ministers 


By Andrew Verity 


OMBUDSMEN who cteal with 
complaints against Gty firms 
have attacked plans to merge 
them into one “super-om- 
budsman", warning it could 
damage the entire purpose for 
which they were set up. 

All six have told the Gov- 
ernment its plans will force 
them to operate like a court, 
w eakening consumer protection 
and sharply boosting the cost of 
dealing with, thousands of com- 
plaints every year. 

The Government wants to 
create the super-ombudsman 
under its unified financial reg- 
ulator, life Financial Services 
Authority. One body would re- 
place six ombudsman who deal 
separately with banking, in- 


surance, investment, pensions 
and building societies. 

But the plan will dash with 
a HU to b ring European human 
rights into British law, giving 
everyone the right to a public 
hearing if a complaint is 
brought against them. 

|>eter Dean, investment om- 
budsman, said: “Because of 
the Convention we will have to 
allow for oral and public bear- 
ings, cross-examination and so 
on: in other words the very ap- 
paratus of a formal court pro- 
cedure which the current 
ombudsman schemes have 
been set up to avoid.” 

Mr Dean warned the size of 
the bureacracy created by a an- 
gle ombudsman would put peo- 
ple off complaining. “There's a 
risk the skills, focus and user- 
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plan will 
warned 


friendliness of schemes will be 
dissipated," he said. 

Separately, Mr Dean said he 
was concerned investment 
firms were hyping their invest- 
ment products using dazzling 
figures from the bull-run of the 
stockmarket over the last year. 

As consumers responded 
to advertisements boasting of 
the growth, companies were so 
overwhelmed they failed to 
even to repty.to applications. In 
some cases, customers had sent 
cheques and received no reply. 

“Firms are making a feature 
of past performance in then-ad- 
vertising, There’s a danger they 
will say Toll up, roll up’ and 
people will rush in when they 
don’t understand the product. 
You only know after the fact if 
people have been misled" 


INTEREST RATES 


Tom Singh yesterday, with Howard Dyer, chairman, and Jim Hodgkirwon, chief executive 


Flotation makes £l20m for the 
man who tailored New Look 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate Qty Editor 


TOM SINGH, whose stake in 
the New Look Easiuou chain will 
be worth £120m when It comes 
to the stock market next 
month, paid himself £10m in 
salary and bonuses over the 
past five years, according to the 
group’s pathfinder prospec- 
tus published yesterday. This is 
in addition to the £170m be and 
his family received from sell- 
ing a controlling stake in the 
business to venture capital 
hackers three years ago. 

Mr Singh, the son of Asian 
Immig rants who came to 
Britain In the 1940s, received 
remuneration of£L3m in 1994, 


then £L9m, £43m, £584,000 
and £557,000 in the following 
years. Bis average annual 
salary of almost £2m over that 
period would have made him 
one of Britain's best-paid re- 
tailers with a salary for high- 
er than his counterparts at 
larger publicly quoted compa- 
nies such as Tesco and King- 
fisher. “He has made a lot of 
money oat of the company but 
then it was a private business 
and doing very well," a 
spokesman said. 

Mr Singh founded New 
Look from a single shop in 1969 
and has built it to a chain of 
444 stores with sates of £323m. 

Mr Singh's pay will foil to 
£235,000 following Dotation 


where he will take the role of 
managing director; commercial. 
Jan Hodkinsoa, who Joined 
the business last month from 
B&Q, will be the highest paid 
director, on £450,000. 

The salary details emerged 
as New Look reported operat- 
ing profits of £40m for the year 
to March, up from £33m foe 
previous year. Sales rose from 
£242m to £332m. It said lifce- 
for-Uke sales in current trad- 
ing are 8 percent on the same 
period last yean 

On flotation New Look is ex- 
pected to be valued at around 
£300m-£350m. The float rill 
raise £82m, which wifi be used 
to redeem preference shares 
and repay cent. 


Belgo snaps up chic eateries 


By Andrew Yates 


MOGENS THOLSTRUP, the 
playboy socialite who has been 
seen stepping out with a string 
of glamorous girlfriends on his 
arm, has made £5 .5m from 
selling three of London’s most 
fashionable restaurants to 
Belgo, the monies and fiites 
Belgian restaurant drain. 

Belgo, chaired by Luke 
Johnson - who has bought a 
large stake in the group out of 
the fortune he made at the 
helm of PizzaExpress - is pay- 
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ing a total of £9 3m for the 37- 
year-old Dane’s empire of 
eateries. The jewel in the crown 
is Daphne's, the South Kens- 
ington restaurant famous for at- 
tracting ladies who lunch and 
^ris. Mr Tholstrup has also 
sold the nearby Pasha restau- 
rant, whose Moroccan food 
has proved a hit with sophisti- 
cated Chelsea diners, and The 
Collection, where customers 
parade down a 100ft catwalk to 
reach their plates of sushi. 

A former furniture designer 
and photographer, Mr Thol- 


CURRENCIE5 


strap hit London’s social scene 
with a passion in tbe late 1980s. 
He set up his first restaurant, 
Est, in Soho with the help of a 
loan from his father. In 1991 be 
saved Daphne’s, a former 
favourite of film legends such 
as Sir Laurence Olivier and 
Alec Guinness, from collapse. 

After splitting up from wife 
Paulo Schlansen, a former mod- 
el, Mr Tbolstrup has dated a 
succession of beautiful women, 
including fellow socialite 1 hra 
Palm er-Tomkinson. He is now 
seeing Lady Victoria Heivey. 
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Mr Tbolstrup has pocketed 
£3m in cash and £2 ,5m worth 
of Belgo shares. He wfl] earn 
£70,000 a year and be entitled 
to a bonus as managing direc- 
tor of Signature, a newly cre- 
ated subsidiary of Belgo which 
will oversee the expansion of 
the upmarket chain into new ar- 
eas of London. He has also 
been granted over a million 
share options, which would en- 
title him to large gains if Bel- 
go’s share price took off. Belgo 
is raiangfXlm via a share plac- 
ing to fund the deal. 


TOURIST RATES 



Photograph: Fergus Wilkie 


Mr Singh will retain his 30 
per cent stake and is selling no 
shares. Thirty per cent of the 
business is being offered for 
sale through a placing and in- 
termediaries offer. 

Analysts say the valuation 
will equate to a share price of | 
15M75p. This will mean a for- 
ward rating or 10-12, a sub- 
stantial discount to foe retail 
sector. ‘At that sort of price I 
would think it would very well,” 
said one analyst. 

New Look has 409 UK out- 
lets and plans to open a further 
140. It abandoned its first at- 
tempt at flotation in 1994 due 
to volatile stock market con- 
ditions and concerns about 
the group's rapid growth. 


Launch 

of new 

Rover 

brings 

6,000 

jobs 

By Michael Harrison 

ROVER yesterday unveiled 
plans to create up to 6,000 jobs 
through a £400m investment in 
a new executive car at its Cow- 
ley plant near Oxford. 

The newraodeL codenamed 
the R40. wflj make its debut at 
the Birmingham motor show 
this autumn and will go on sale 
next spring. 

It will be a replacement for 
the Rover 600 and 800 series 
and production is expected to 
be about 100,000 a year - dou- 
ble the current output of the 
600/800 series. 

The new car takes invest- 
ment in Rover by jis German 
parent company BMW to 
£2J>bn since the business was 
taken over in 1994. 

BMW will have spent £4bn 
on Rover fay the turn of the cen- 
tury. 

The investment will create 
1 ,000 direct jobs at Cowley - tak- 
ing foe workforce there to 4,000 
- and a further 5 WO jobs among 
suppliers. In total Rover’s work- 
force will rise (o 40,000. 

The R40 is the fifth model 
replacement since foe BMW 
takeover. BMW has already 
brought out new versions of the 
Rover 200/400 series and the 
Range Rover as well as a new 
baby Land Rover, foe Free- 
Iander, and foe MGF sports car. 

In addition, a new Mini will 
go into production at foe Long- 
bridge plant in Birmingham in 
just over two years’ time while 
Rover is also investing £400m 
in a new engine plant at Hams 
Hall in Warwickshire. 

Despite the enormous in- 
vestment, BMW is yet to see a 
return on its acquisition of 
Rover. The business made a loss 
of £92m last year, down from 
£119m in 19% under German 
accounting laws. Under UK 
accounting standards it made a 
profit of £31 m against a loss of 
£88m. 

Dr Walter Hasselkus, the 
Rover chairman, said foe R40 
would be the first fully-engi- 
neered car to be developed by 
Rover since BMW look over. 
The new model will compete 
against tbe likes of foe BMW 5 
series, the Audi A6 and the 
Jaguar S type. 

Rover has yet to decide on 
a name for it, although foe idea 
of calling It the Rover 700 sc- 
ries has been ruled out be- 
cause of similarities with foe 
BMW 7 series. 
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Tricky times 
for Telecom 


BT: At a glance 

Market value: £4Q.87br, share price B38p (-L5p) 

Trading record 94 95 


WHEN it comes to British 
Telecom, investors have a 
dilemma. Here is a giant in an 
industry with alm ost unlimit- 
ed potential for making pots 
of money. The key question, 
however, is who will be pock- 
eting that cash. Will it be es- 
tablished operators like BT? 
Or will the spoils go to nim- 
bler groups who are able to 
pick off the most lucrative 
business at will? 

According to Sir Peter 
Banfield, BTs chief execu- 
tive, the circle can easily be 
squared. True, telecoms is a 
fastest -moving industry. As 
far as Sir Peter is concerned, 
however, BT clearly falls into 
the nimble camp. And when 
he waxes lyrical about the 
convergence of fixed and mo- 
bile telecom systems, BTs 
web of operations in conti- 
nental Europe, not to men- 
tion the potential of the 
internet and other interactive 
services, even the most hard- 
ened sceptic would have to 
admit to being at least part- 
ly won over. 

The problem is that the 
□umbers, released yesterday, 
tell a different story. In the 
year to March, BT’s turnover 
rose by just 5 per cent, while 
operating profits come out 4 
per cent ahead. Hardly the 
sign of an exciting growth 
business. 

The problem is competi- 
tion. In international telepho- 
ny. BTs charges in the fourth 
quarter were 15 per cent low- 
er than the previous period, tail 
volumes only grew by 9 per 
cent, so sales fed In the UKBT 
continues to lose market share 
in the residential market al- 
though it is bolding its own in 
the business segment. 

That said, the introduction 
of interactive services will in- 
crease usage of BTs network. 
And its operations in conti- 
nental Europe should begin to 
come good after losses peak 
at £30ftn this year. BT will also 
be debt-firee when it receives 
the $7bn owed to it by World- 
Com later this year, giving it 
plenty of firepower to pursue 
other deals. The question is 
whether BT which watched its 
attempted merger with MCI 
collapse last year, is able to 
grasp the opportunities Sir Pe- 
ter sees. At 638p, down Z5p 
yesterday, the shares are no 
more than a firm hold. 
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Blacks in the 
top league 


LIKE all sports retailers 
Blacks Leisure has been af- 
fected by the shift in sentiment 
as fears have grown about 
over-supply and weakening 
demand Blades shares, which 
enjoyed meteoric growth in 
1996 and early 1997, fell 
sharply in March as investors 
took fright. Yet demand is still 


predicted to grow albeit at a 
slower rate. The concerns re- 
late more to the amount of 
new space being added by the 
major chains, particularly JJB 
Sports and Sports Division. 

Blacks offered some reas- 
surance yesterday with a 35 
per cent increase in full-year 
profits to £ 13.6m and a five per 
cent rise in like for tike sales 
in current trading. That is a de- 
cent performance in a tough 
market. Blacks admits new 
space could be a problem but 
says it will be able to maintain 
growth as the market polaris- 
es among the larger players. 
It predicts the top five sports 
retailers’ share of the market 
will increase from 30-50 per 
cent over the next few years. 

BlacksS strength is that is 
more broadly based than its 
main rivals. As well as First 
Sports, whose like for like sales 
are flat in current trading, it 
has Blacks Outdoor (up 21 per 
cent) and Active Venture (up 
8 per cent). Even at First 
Sports , replica shirts account 
for just 5 per cent of sales 
(down from 7 percent the pre- 
vious year) compared to 
around 15 per cent at JJB. 
This is a benefit as demand for 
replica is flattening as more 
consumers buy them direct 
from club shops. 

Blacks itself is cautious on 
store opening with 35 this 
year, 30 First Sport and the 
rest Blacks Leisure. 

The World Cup should 
provide a boost and chief ex- 
ecutive Simon Bentley is con- 
fident the sales will be 
incremental rather than sim- 
ply dra g gin g sales forward 
from the autumn. 

On current forecasts of 
£ 15.5m this year the shares, 
down 125p to 388.5 p yester- 
day, trade on a meagre forward 
rating of 12. Beyond the Vfortd 
Cup die market wQl be tougher 
this year tart Blacks is a well- 
managed company with a safer 
spread of interests. Hold. 


Maturing 

nicely 


LIKE a good Scotch, Glen- 
tnorangie’s plans take a long 
time to mature. 

Four years ago the whisky 
group embarked on a strate- 
gy to promote its premium 
malt brands, lb that end it has 
cut back on its bulk sales to 
Europe and the US. choosing 
instead to accelerate the pro- 
duction of its pricier and high- 
er margin bottles such as 
18-year-old Glenmorangie. 

That policy is beginning to 
look a canny one. Malt whisky 
safes are still growing rapidly 
while the cheaper end of mar- 
ket, which has been hit by su- 
permarkets slashing prices, 
continues to be difficult 

Against that backdrop 
Glenmorangie's profits for 
the year to March rose 8 per 
cent to £8. 4m. Ignoring the im- 
pact of the strong pound, 
profits would have shown a 
healthy 12.4 per cent rise. 

Similarly Glenmorangie's 
expansion into China is like- 
ly to take years to come to 
fruition. But if it can exploit 
the fact that it has the onfy of- 
ficial licence to sell spirits in 
the Chinese market before 
competitors catch on, then it 
could make serious money. 

Of course Glenmorangie is 
a small fish in a big pond dom- 
inated by sharks such as Dia- 
geo. But its strength is still its 
brand and by teaming up with 
big players such as Jack 
Daniels manufacturer Brown 
& Forman to distribute its 
whiskies then it should be 
able to hold its own in vital 
markets like the US. And 
prices are holding up well. 

Analysts forecast profits 
of around £9-5m, putting the 
shares, which remained un- 
changed at 780p yesterday, on 
a prospective PE ratio of 16. 
Good value. 


ABN Amro denies interest in Bear Steams 


By Andrew Verity 


ABN Amro, the Dutch banking 
giant, has flatly denied reports 
it is in advanced talks to buy 
Bear Stearns, the £3.8bn US 
investment bank. 

“It's nonsense," said Jules 
PrasL ABN Amro's chief 
spokesman. “We are not in for 
US investment banks of this 
size. Big US investment banks 
wouldn’t fit because, as we 
have always said, that is not the 
path we will take." 


A newspaper report yester- 
day insisted a deal with Bear 
Stearns was expected “immi- 
nently" but Mr Prast said no 
talks had taken place. 

While ABN Amro has made 
20 acquisitions since its form- 
ation in 1990, its growth strat- 
egy in the US is to buy smaller, 
regional operations which can 
be integrated slowly. In the 
US, it has bought LaSalle, a 
branch network based in big US 
cities. Last year, it bought' 
Chicago Corporation and Stan- 




National Power* 


goes into China 


By Michael Harrison 


NATIONAL Power yesterday 
unveOed plans to move into the 
Chinese- electricity market as 
part of an overseas expansion 
strategy that wiO see half its gen- 
erating interests located outside 
Britain within the next three 
years. 

The move is designed to 
compensate for the impact of 
increasing competition at borne 
and declining profits caused by 
tougher price controls and.tbe 
end of guaranteed contracts 
with the supply companies. 

National Power is investing 
S250ra in two coal-fired stations 
in China, increasing its overseas 
investment to almost £l-5bo. 
The company also said that it 
planned to double the rate of 
overseas investment to £600m 
a year over the next two years. 

Keith Henry, chief execu- 
tive, said that by 2001-2002, its 
power station interests would 


be split 50i50 between the UK 
mid overseas. A t present it has 
16,000 megawatts of plant in the 
UK and interests in 10,000 
megawatts of overseas gener- 
ating capacity. 

The company already has 
significant interests in Aus- 
tralia, Pakistan and the Czech 
Republic and has plans to ex- 
pand further into areas arch as 
central Europe, Turkey. Zim- 
babwe and the US. 

However, Mr Henry said 
National Power was not inter- 
ested in following its rivals 
PowerGen and Scottish Power 
in seeking to buy a US electric 
utility. “Wj stru gg le to make the 
numbers add up," be said. 

Profits last year from over- 
seas operations were £130m 
and National Power expects 
chat to grow to as much as 
£190m over the next two years. 

The overseas contribution 
•helped offset the squeeze on its 
UK earnings last year which 


saw pre-tax prfoits frill from 
£74Gm to £720m in the year 
ended 31 March. 

This year National Rawer ex- 
pects its UK profits to be low- 
er by £l30m because of the end 
of the sales contracts linked to 
long-term deals to buy ooaL 
The company, which mil buy 
about 10 million tonnes of coal 
from UK pits this year, is in 
talks with ministers over a deal 
to protect the coal industry 
from disappearing aitoge'tfaer. 
This is likely to involve a mora- 
torium of up to five years on 
consents for further gas-fired 
power stations and supply 
arrangements which wiO guar- 
antee demand for 20m to 25m 
tonnes of British coaL 

Mr Henry said, however, 
that there had been no discus- 
sions about the generators be- 
ing broken up to create more 
competition or forced to dis- 
pose of mothballed coal-fired 
stations to other operators. 


Glenmorangie 
celebrates 
record sales 
of more than 
I m cases 


GEOFFREY MADDRELL, 
the fhaw nmn of 
Gfenmorangie, right, 
celebrates the group's 
achievement of sales of more 
than one million cases of 
whisky in a year; the Grst 
time it has readied this level 
in hs history, writes Andrew 
Yates. Glenmorangie 
yesterday announced an 
8 per cent rise in pre-tax 
profits to £&4m for the 
year to March. It also 
unveiled plans to posh 
ahead with expansion in 
China, whore the group 
holds the only official 
licence to sell spirits, and to 
continue its strategy of 
investing heavily in its 
premium malt brands. 


Investment Column, this page 



Land Securities on 
£650m buying spree 


By Andrew Yates 


dard Federal Banco rpo ration, 
both medium-sized businesses. 

Bear Stearns is known to be 
worried that it may lack the size 
to compete with rival US oper- 
ations, many of whom arc 
expanding rapidly to become 
global players. 

City analysts believe o more 
likely candidate lo buy Bear 
Stearns would be UBS, the 
Swiss bonk formed from the 
merger of UBS and SBC An- 
other possibility is Deutsche 
Bank, the German private bank. 


LAND SECURITIES, the 
United Kingdom’s largest 
property company, yesterday 
announced plans for a £650nr 
development programme to 
take advantage of the buoyant 
market. 

The scheme, the largest it has 
undertaken since the property 
market was booming a decade 
ago, comes hot on the heels of 
a £420m development pro- 
gramme the group has just 
completed. 

The news came as Land 
Securities unveiled a strong 
set of results for the year to 
March. 

The sharp growth in the 
property market helped net 
assets per share rise 18 percent 
to 924p. Pre-tax profits 
increased 9 per cent, to £266m. 

Ian Henderson, Land 


Securities' managing director, 
ruled out any corporate activity, 
saying that the group was not 
considering any mergers or 
acquisitions. 

“We see a lot of speculation 
about mergers. But it is very 
difficult when assets are stand- 
ing at a premium to make any 
sense of those transactions," he 
said. 

Land Securities said that 
demand for property was 
strong across the board. The 
group plans to continue to 
concentrate on the central 
London office market, the 
out-of-town retail market, some 
industrial developments and 
“one or two leisure oppor- 
tunities". 

Mr Henderson said the 
company’s policy of selling 
properties which no longer 
provided future growth and 
replacing them with buildings 


Courtaulds confirms 
a second bid approach 

COUraAUU3S•cto^M^| : ^^ a S^PPG1SK2 , 

confirmed that the board h been received add it was 

tries, but added that as ye ^ approach would lead to 

not possible accepted a £226tm 

a firm offer/H* said that it was not planning 

takeover bid from Akzo Nobel rrv , would pay 

a final dividend in light of «be station l, bidH 

an unchanged 11.95p if the Akzo 470.5p, higher than 

Courtaulds shares t»M ^S^btgges, 

fallen to £105m from £134m. 

Trafford Park rejects offer 

THE BOARD of Tufford Park Estates unanimous^ rejected a 
Suffer taut Green Property re- 

de™!-* the Bntsh 

The boarfctf^Stta'atasaid that in view of the change in or- 
cumstancesit would allow its own agreed £26.7m 
Barlows to lapse. Tafford had offered topay°ne of its shares 
. - and had received accep- 


M&S plays down talk of split 


US trade deficit soars 


Illegal deposits man fined 


COMPANY RESULTS 


giving increasing income in the 
future, might mean that short- 
term profits could be hit. The 
group disposed of £247m of 
property during the year as part 
of its effort to chum its estate. 1 

However, he said that the 1 
property market was unlikely to 
return to the boom times of the 
1980s. “I think it’s steady as we 
go." be said. 

Mr Henderson pointed out 
that the market had so far 
ridden the strength of sterling, 
higher interest rates and the 
economic turmoil in Asia welt 
hut he remained cautious about 
the future. 

Peter Birch, the former chief 
executive of Abbey National, is 
to become chairman of the 
group this July, replacing Sir 
Peter Hunt, who died in 
December last year. Land 
Securities shares dosed down 
6p at 1,0 16p. 
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Barlows to lapse. Tafford had ouereo 10 ^ . “v "T 
for every 2^1971 Barlows shares held and had re^iy^aa^p- 
tances for 78.9 per cent of the issued share capital. Green sbid 
is conditional on the Barlows offer not going ahead. 

Mellon offer is withdrawn 

RANK of New York yesterday withdrew its hostile S223bn takeover 
offer for Mellon Bank, as expected, ending a month-long pubhc 
battle in which each side claimed to have the support of Mellon 
shareholders. *T am particularly dismayed at Mellon _s dismissive ^ 
and superficial treatment of this transaction," Thomas Renyi, chair- 
man and chief executive of Bank of New York, said in a state- 
ment- “It is Mellon’s own shareholders who have been hurt by- 
the intransigence of their company s management-’’ Bank ofNew 
York had offered Mellon 1.4 Bank of New York shares for each 
Mellon share on April 22. 


MARKS & SPENCER yesterday played down reports of a board 
split and confirmed thar its executive chairman. Sir Richard Green- 
bury, would stay on until he readies 65 in four years’ time. The 
retailer said it was the board's unanimous wish that Sir Richard 
stay until he is 65. M&S said it had made the statement as a re- ; 
suit of recent press comment on the question of the chairman’s 
retirement and successor. “The board discusses the issues relat- ^ 
ing to organisation and succession on an ongoing basis includ- 
ing the roles of chairman and chief executive." the statement said. 

Press speculation about the succession intensified recently fol- 
lowing a res huffl e of the four top managing directors. It has in- . 
eluded suggestions that M&S might consider splitting the role 
of chairman and chief executive. But on Tuesday, Sir Richard said 
there was no deep meaning behind the management changes and 
they were simp ly designed to give managers experience of dif- . . 
ferent areas of the business. - Reuters 


THE US trade deficit hit a record $J3bn in March, up 7 per cent 
from February, reflecting the continuing strength of the econ- 
omy and the dramatic torn, for the worse in Asia . It was the fourth 
increase in a row. TTredeffcit for the jear.as a -whole is expected 
i fo'Bg'heariy , $ KOb^c^pai^witb' $113bnlast year.The mer- 
chandise trade deficit was a record $20-2bn, offset by^ a services 
surplus of S7-2bn. Exports were up $33bn but failed to fibep pace 
with imports, which increased by 3.8 per cent. 


VICENZO ABELLO, 49, has been fined £5,000 after his firm 
illegally took deposits totalling £ 10.8m from several hundreds of 
depositors. Mr Abello was the principal partner in A&G Facili- 
ties, which was not authorised, licensed or supervised under the 
Banking Acts. Hie Bank of England said that unauthorised deposit- 
taking did not necessarily involve dishonest intent, and none was 
alleged in this case. 
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Danger signs as banking enters the late cycle 

WHEN a chain Of «_■ I ..... . rip-tail at the SOU 


a chain of downmarket womens- 
wear shops can go for£350m and a Lon- 
don sotialixe/restauraieur can net £5m 
saxtfiy by catetmg for lacfieswho touch, then 
we have most certainty reached what the 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE TEMPTATION 
FOR RISK TAKING, 
BT'S INTERACTIVE 
BROADCASTING 
VENTURE, AND THE 
ECONOMICS OF 
POLLUTION 


of the economic cycle. This is the point 
when the froth rises to the top and any deal 
seems possible. In the late 1980s the mo- 
ment was encapsulated by theSaatchis’ bid 
for the Midland. A decade cm we are w»fc- 
ing for the late 1990s equivalent. 

There arc two prerequisites for tins kind 
of late cyde activity. One is a belief that 
the good tunes will last forever. The other 


his regulatory responsibilities with him, 
reckons there will be a lot more of this sort 
ot activity. 

With NatWest talking to the Pru and 
Abbey National and Barclays courting 
NatWest or is it Standard Chartered, who 
is to say he is wrong? Yesterday’s rumour 
had ABN Amro and Bear Sterns one step 
away from the altar. ’ 


results is some very poor lending and some 
even more spectacularly bad debts a 
couple erf years down the line. 

This time around, as yesterday’s vale- 


mg to property ventures that came home 
to roost in the 1990-1992 recession. ■ 
Instead, the banks seem to be gearing 
up to use their surplus capital to fafo» one 
another oat or indeed any other financial 
services provider that shows the slightest 
interest in a spot of consolidation. Thus we 
have had Merrill Lynch-MAM, UBS- 
SBC Pru-ScotAm and what will probabfy 
turn into a wave of bancassurance merg- 
ers starting with Hahfax-Q erica] Medical 
and the daddy of them all, Gticorp- 
Thweflets. 

Michael Foot, who formally moves 
over from the Bank to the new Financial 
Services Authority in 20 days time taking 


■ this it makes sense to have a regulatory 
structure which minors the shop** of the 
industry it is policing, or so the argument 
gies. When Mr Foot shifts over to become 
managing director and bead of financial su- 
pervision at the FSA, he takes everything 
with him save for preventing systemic risks 
undermining the whole banking sector. 

That means the Bank win still have a 
say should another Asian crisis put lend- 
ing policies under the spotlight 

But be will be busy enough. The com- 
bination of vaulting ambition, and mega fi- 
nancial rewards which is -driving the 
consolidation in financial services, in- 
creases the temptation for risk taking and 
thus regulatory failures. Mr Foot will have 
his work cut out 

Confusion in a 
black box 

SIR Peter Bonfield, British Iblecom's 
silver-haired boss, was keeping a straight 
face yesterday, but he was probably doing 
his best not tobuist oat laughing. News that 
the European Commission has waved 
through BT’S involvement in British In- 


teractive Broadcasting, the venture that is 
planning to bring home shopping and bank- 
ing to your TV screen, amounts to a vic- 
tory for big business over Brussels’ normally 

hard-nosed trust-busters. 

Of course Karel van Miert, the Com- 
mission’s competition supremo, had ex- 
tracted a few face-saving concessions. 
Alter a year’s hard bargaining, BT has 
solemnly promised to allow other compa- 
nies to offer services through the blade 
bostes h aims to put on every TV set in the 
country. It will also sell its two remaining 
cahle franchises. Big deal. The UK’s own 
watchdog, Oftei, has already announced 
plats to ensure equal access to interactive 
TV And if Mr van Miert really thinks the 
loss of a few cable TV customers in West- 
minster and Milton Keynes is going to stop 
BT then he realty hasn’t understood the 
issue at all. 

None of this means that BlB is assured 
of success, however. The joint venture is 
effectively taking a punt oq the belief that 
Britain’s couch potatoes wiD want to order 
a pizza or select a PEP from the comfort 
of their armchairs. And H is wilting to spend 
hundreds erf millions subsidising the cost 
of set-top boxes to find out. 

The problem is that, come the autumn, 
potential customers are going to be faced 
with such a bewildering choice of boxes that 
they may end up not buying anything at afl. 
Apart from the KB box, which wffl also offer 
acres to Sky’s 200-channd digital satellite 
TV service, tbey^wSl also be able to buy a 

qmflar hftrfmm BDB, t h e C^ dtrm-frr ariarh 

joint venture which is hunching a cheaper 
30-channel service at the same ffme. In 


theory, the two bastes should be inter- 
changeable so that customers don't have to 
fret about which one they boy. Karel van 

Miert looked at the industry for a year and 

st31 doesn't understand iL What chance does 
that gjve the average TV viewer? 

The real cost of 
economic growth 

GROWTH is good, or so most economic 
pddQr debate assumes. Growth, that is, mea- 
sured by conventional statistics for gross 
domestic product But thanks to the envi- 
roamental lobby- not to mention common 
sense, on a hot day when the pall of pol- 
lution has hung visibly over Britain’s cities 
- it swell understood that this conventional 

sort of growth does not fully measure eco- 
nomic well-being. 

With its second go at producing envi- 
ronmental acoounts, the Office for National 
Statistics has gone another step on the way 
to devdopmg measuresof the eoaaonty that 
do take account of the costs of conventional 
growth, such as the impact of pollution era 
health or the depletion of North Sea re- 
sources. The figures are pretty sobering. 
One essay in the new publication, although 
with a dear health wanting about the as- 
sumptions that need to be made to arrive 
at a total, estimates that the economic cost 
of selected environmental damage amount- 
ed to 4.1 per cent of GDP, or Ecu67ro per 
inhabitant, in 1990. This was much better 

ti vf p Ne thprlamk hut much worse than 
Germany, suggesting that such costs do 
depend an policy choices. 


Looking in more detail at the sources 
of pollution, the figures show that the UK 
rea^mpoDutiM has improved very btlle 

during the past decade. Emissions of 
-c^ouse^ses have barety ebangsd since 
1987 The electricity generators hove done 

that bit butifre rise In car useage has pre- 

smnabtynegated this. Where we have had 
more sacce® is in reducing arid ram emis- 
sions - the result of fitting anti-pollution 


X 0* srA 


coal bunting- . . 

The catch is that pollution by other ui- 
dustries-notabty transport-and by house- 
holds has either not improved or has 
atfualty worsened. The debate, by focusing 
on powCT generation, has made the easy re- 
ductions in greenhouse emissions. But it is. 
of conne,cneaspectafthedecision the Gov- 
ernment has to make now about the switch 
from coal to gas. Thanks to the environ- 
mental accounts, we can see thatthere is a 

dear trade-off between miners’ jobs and na- 
tional eoonomicwelfere, and even estimate 
rtiarthg wider economic costs of greenhouse 
gas pollution are higher than they might 
seem at first blush- 

The other uncomfortable policy con- 
durion is that the next step is to reduce pol- 
lution by the rest of industry and by 
households. There will be no more signif- 
icant reductions without getting deliveries 
off the roads and onto trains, and persuading 
people out of their cars. Luddfy for the 
Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott, yes- 
terday’s figures wiD give him the evidence 
he needs to make the price of private mo- 
toring reflect the economic cost - if he is 
brave enough to make us pay it 


m 
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From left. Sir Peter Bonfield, Sir lain VUtan<«~ and Robert Brace, BT% finance director 
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Interactive TV set to 
win Brussels’ approval 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

THE prospect of television 
, viewers being able to shop, 
manage their finances or surf 
the internet from the comfort 
of their sofas came a step 
closer yesterday as Karel van 
Miert, the European Commis- 
- sion's competition dtie£ said he 

„ was likely to give the go-ahead 

_ % to a broadcasting joint venture 
between British Tfelecom and 
British Sky Broadcasting. 

Mr van Miert was speaking 
after BT announced that it 
bad made certain promises to 
ease the Commission’s fears 
about its involvement in the 

venture, which is called British 
Interactive Broadcasting (BIB). 

BT has promised to aril off 
its two cable TV operatiotB, 
which consist of franchises in 
Westminster and Mffion Keynes. 
It has also pledged to offer third- 
party companies access to the, 
network it is planning to set up. 

BIB, which is a joint venture 
between BT BSkyB, Matsushita 
and Midland Bank, was set up 
last year to exploit the oppor- 
tunities far interactive services 
offered by the introduction of 
9 digital TV 


At the beginning of next 
month, the group is planning fa 
sell decoders, known as set- top 
boxes, which plug into any TV 
set The boxes, which wffl be 
subsidised by BIB in order to 
make them more affordable, 
will offer access to a range of 
interactive products as well as 
BSkyB’s 200-channel digital 
satellite TV service. . 

For the past year, BIB has 
been locked in negotiations 
with the Commission- Even 
though the venture has the sup- 
port of all the UK’s regulatory 

bodies, Brussels was conce rn ed 
that. BT'S involvement would 
freeze out potential competitor. 


Industry observers said that 
BT had escaped from tire review 
lightly. Its cable operations are 
a tiny part of its business and not 
significant in the light of fire 
recent consolidation among 
UK cable companies. The re- 
quirement to share tire service 
with any third parties was widely 
expected, analysts said. 

Rupert Gavin, managing 
director of BTs Consumer Di- 
vision, welcomed the news, 
saying: “BIB is a world first 
which wiB bring the UK to the 

f m ril 01 ?* nf rtift jafa miatio ii age 

and enable digital TV viewers 
to enjoy the benefits of the in- 
formation society.” 


THE new dSrecter-geaeral of CMW, the telecMus vratcMog, yes- 
terday threatened telephone operators with regulatory sanctions 
If they did not agree to ptrirtfab ftefr- prices so that they could be 
easityc<w»pareA “Wkufycosioiw** are baffled Ityftoeoanpk^ 
tyoftiietaidrmBlexMA^fli9e | Btmtfty(eoeh« l , 'Dcvi(nEteioiids 
said to his first spe^ stare taking orerttajeb from DtmGruiefc- 
shank oilier tins yrer. *Ifcefr abffity to compare performance is 


should bea priority*! the MecoomnsiaifioBSsecte^adafag Oat 
the regulator would force companies into foe more ‘fifBeressaiy”. 
Mr F* 1 — added fast tte Gdvexuneafs Great Ttaper on 


could be nsed. “I beHere we css gfee customers m watch mm 

fctfBBfcgdeiai dm ta Bd ii y etcnwparalire^ 


The news came as BT re- 
ported unchanged pre-tax prof- 
its of £3.2bn for the year to 
March. The group said start-up 
costs in continental Europe 
and increased interest charges 
resulting from the 35p special 
dividend paid earlier this year 
had held back profit growth. 

The group said it expected 
European losses to peak at 
£300m tbisyear. It has been in- 
vesting heavily in building up a 
network of fixed and mobile 
telecom interests in countries 
such as Germany, the Nether- 
lands, Italy and Switzerland. 

Sir Iain Vail an ce, BTs 
chairman, said the company 
was “talking lo a number of op- 
eratctts” in the US foBowmg the 
breakdown of its merger with 
MO, the US telecom giant, last 
year. However, he added that 
BT would not act until it re- 
ceived a $7bn cash payment 
from MCI latex on this summer. 

Sir Peter Bonfield, tfte chief 
executive, said the group was 
well-placed tt> take advantage 
of opportunities in its core 
business as wefl as new areas 
such as multimedia, the inter- 
net and mobile phones. The 
stares dosed down 2p at 692_5p 


Carlton upbeat on digital revolution 






SHARES In Carbon, Michael Green’s 
media group, rose by more thau 4 peroait 
yesterday asihe company issued an upbeat 
assessment of the pruspectsfor both ter- 
restrial and digital television, writes Peter 
Thai Larsen. 

Reporting better-than-expecied inter- 
im results for the ax months to 31 March, • 
^Mr Green saidOarltori was ideally placed 
benefit from theintroducrion of digital 
television, which he described as “the nest, 
inevitable step in televison”. 

Caritcra is a SO per cent shareholder in 




vision group which is planning to launch 
a 30'Cbahnel service in the autumn. The 
company is also planning to supply new 
television channels to HDB. 


entoOBSL 

on revKHi^tlfSLZBt OveraS, fee groopfc 
pre-tax pro^s rose to £165.7ra from 
£158.6m. Thtyiovm was tip 3 per af 
SSSDJ6m.\[ 

Mr OreeftWta positive about the 

prospects far HY, 'which be said bad 


to maintain advertising rev- 
enues in the period despite the launch of 
QanwJ 5.Hesaidthe<5D fnp g ny hadbecp 
hawesriagm programmes, mduding sport, 
reflecting its belief that a "weH-financed, 
'powerful schedule is essential far our 
success s die mufo-etaiinel workT. 

• Carlton’s video and film divisions 
ptodoeed strong performances but prof- 
fe in ^tbe products division halved to 
£|4-lm (be to the strong pound and dif- 
ficnhks in tiie ftr East. 

Coxfton Stares dosed tqj 23p ai 51^. 


Water costs ‘should be 
passed to customers’ 


By Michael Harrison 

THE WATER regulator yes- 
terday called for the power to 
pass on to customers any un- 
expected cost increases the in- 
dustry may incur under the 
Government’s plans for regu- 
lation of the privatised utilities. 

Ian Byatt, the director- 
general of water services, said 
that the so-called “error cor- 
rection mechanism" proposed 
by the Government should 
work both ways. 

“A system under which cus- 
tomers receive the benefits of 
unexpected changes to specific 
factors outside the companies' 
control, yet shareholders bear 
any losses, would increase the 


cost of capital which would 
result in higher bflls,” Mr Byatt 
said in response lo the Green 
Paper on utility regulation 
issued in May. 

The electricity industry has 
already called for the error 
correction mechanism to be dis- 
carded because it will increase 
the cost of borrowing and could 
be a back-door way of clawing 
back what the Government felt 
to be excess profits. 

In his submission, Mr Byatt 
also says that a minimum num- 
ber of specific and pre-defined 
factors should have to apply be- 
fore die error correction mech- 
anism could be used to claw 
back revenues from the water 
companies. ' 


Halifax to open 100 
branches on Sundays 


By Andrew Verity 


HALIFAX the UK’s biggest 
mortgage lender, yesterday be- 
came the first high street bank 
to announce permanent Sunday 
opening of its biggest branches. 

The bank will open 100 
branches between 11am and 
3pm every Sunday. A total of 
200 branches will also be open 
for the full day on Saturday, be- 
tween 9 am and 4pm, 

Dick Spelman. director of 
distribution, said: “Full day 
opening at over 200 of our 
branches on Saturday is allow- 
ing us to take full advantage of 
the busiest shopping day in 
the week 

“Sunday opening in the 100 


selected branches allows us to 
provide a high street service for 
the significant number of our 
customers vtiio find it more con- 
venient to do business with us 
on that day." 

The move runs directly 
against the trend among other 
high street banks, where direc- 
tors believe there is too little 
business on a Sunday to justify 
the cost of running a branch. 

Between 1994 and 1996, 
NatWest opened every day in 
the run-up to Christmas. “We 
found they weren’t used very 
much," a spokeswoman said 
“People wanted cash but they 
didn’t want lo discuss loans, 
insurance or mortgages on a 
Sunday." 
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Bus and train companies motor ahead 


taking STOCK 




MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


BUS AND TRAIN shares got 
up speed as the stock market 
pondered the possible benefits 
that could emerge from the 
Gowemmenfs transport policy. 

A White Paper is due in die - 
nest few weeks. It win point to 
greater promotion of public 
transport at the expense of the 
motor car. 

In anticipation of Govern- 
ment moves, transport shares 
have already enjoyed exuber- 
ant runs in the past year, out- 
performing the rest of the 
market. 

FirstGroup led the Latest 
march with an 18-5p gain to 
427p. Not far behind was 
Stagecoach, up 31p to l,266p. 
National Express put on 225p 
to l,079-5p and Rail track 
18.5p to 1.1 82p. Stagecoach is 
one of the best performing 
transport shares; it arrived at 
1 12p five years ago. 

fr shares, ahead of Com- 
putaCenter’s arrival, again put 
on a power display with FI up 
145p to l^OOp and Misys 
strengthening its FOotsie 


claims with a 220p gain to 
3,570p. 

The three leading indices 
made headway. Footsie ended 
29.6 points higher at 5,907.4. 
Atone time was up 63.4. The 
mid and small cap indices 
moved confidently to new 
peaks. 

Nycomed Amersham, the 
medical group, had the un- 
usual distinction of topping 
both the bUie chip winners and 
losers boards. 

The non-voters jumped 
109p to 2,lOOp while the 
voting shares fell 87p to 
2,Q07p. For once it was not a 
distortion created by order- 
driven trading. As part of a 
capital reconstruction the two- 
tier system is being abolished 
with all shares given equal 
votes. The disparity between 
the two prices merely 
acknowledged the changes. 

Figures lifted Carlton 
Communi cations 23p to 517p 
and Compass, the caterer, 
continued to digest its results 
as well as takeover possibilities 


with a 46p rise to l;186p. 

For the second day running 
financials clawed their way 
back as investors took the 
view they had been over-sold. 
Norwich Union, Schroders 
and Woolwich were among 
those in form although Na- 
tional Westminster Bank 
missed out, falling 19p to 

1112p. 

Mirror, the newspaper 
group, was the day's hot take- 
over tip. The shares jumped 
6.5p to 207p on suggestions of 
a German offer at around 
260p. The group is also talk- 
ing to analysts this week. 

Shell was soft, off 3.25 p at 
448,25p. An uninspiring in- 
vestment presentation in 
Holland was blamed. 

TTs take over strike at BIS 
prompted a revaluation of 
other engineering groups. 
Weir, 19p at 278 Jp, and XML 
15p to 524p, were among 
those to benefit. Engineer 
UPF jumped 26p to 105p as a 
possible bidder appeared. 
Babcock International, firm 


this month, put on another lp 
to 92p. 

The VideoLogic Sega saga 
continued as shares of the 3D 
graphics company moved 
ahead 5p to 85p on renewed 
talk that the Japanese Sega 
giant will confirm its use of 
VideoLogic's second-genera- 
tion Power VR 3D technology 
today. 

MOkauunmi & Copthorne, 


the hotel chain, fell 22L5p to 
594.5p. Hong Leung Invest- 
ments, the Far Eastern group, 
duly confirmed it had trimmed 

its stake, selling 3.75 millioa 
shares. It now has 5234 per 
cent and says it intends to re- 
main the controlling share- 
holder. Hotelier Cliveden, 
where bid talks are under 
way, finned 2p to 92p in brisk 
trading- 

Hoose of Fraser, lie de- 



to 1923p on US investment 
presentations. 

The Falkland Islands pro- 
duced its own market explo- 
sion. Desire Petroleum’s 
cautions statement about ail 
and gas shows in drillings off 
the islands provoked a stam- 


FaBdand Islands company, U P 
28p at 1763 p- Its supply op- 
eratioos could benefit from any 

big South Atianticstrike. Cam- 
bridge Mineral Resources, 
\rith onshore explotati onpr o- 
jects on the islands, firmed 
0J25p to l£25p+ 

KdtajgetJ^es, the disin- 
fectant group, hardened 83p 
to 265p as the Framlington in- 
vestment group, clearly ex- 
peering an offer higher than 
the market price, picked up a 
1.46 per cent stake. 

Amhimt Media and 


(joal autumn 

X^ncooverandonDiiW^s 


CampbeUCyCono^ 


the 


cmrentiymakesa 

the shares; pnee is aboot 4p. 

vorti«« capital 

a 10 per cent stake, bnymg new 
shares at 3p. 

SKA Business Savina 

cleaning group, has up 
ai 
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gushing 963p to 305-5p. They 
arrived at 125p last month.. 
Greenwich Resources and 
Westmount, with stakes in De- 
sire were buoyant; Greenwich 

gained 5.25p to 28-75p and 
Westmouht 33p to 190p. The 
eacitement nibbed off cm to the 


at yup, cjohou *u 923p +— 
Eskmuir ended at 225p from 
a 220p placing. 

On Of ex, Conroy Dia- 
monds and Gold, run by Pro- 
fessor Richard Conroy, who 
found Ireland’s Gatmoy zinc 
mine, fell 2p to 673p.lt raised 
£510,000 through a private 
placing at'60p a share. The 
company believes it has dis- 
covered Ireland’s first major . 
goldmine in County Monahan. 


Norton’* 

The deals are wortii aroanu 

£Smu Sira’s shares hew at 

3J5p- 

SKETCHLEY finned to 493p. 


i near 

tod&DHdunga deal over its 
retail operations. A 
^anaganart buyout is thong* 

to be likely 
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These superstars get everywhere, 

and there is nothing to stop them 



DIANE 

COYLE 

ON THE FORCE 
BEHIND RISING 
INEQUALITY 


AFTER the space shuttle Chal- 
lenger exploded soon after 
take-off in January 1986, the 
cause of the tragedy turned out 
to be a fault in a simple dougb- 
nut-sbaped rubber seal, known 
as an O-riog, linking two con- 
necting pipes. One of the sim- 
ilest components in the 
aulti-biUion-dollar shuttle lay 
behind the toss of life and the 
destruction of the work of thou- 
sands of people. 

The report the following 
June of the presidential com- 
mission appointed to investigate 
the accident concluded: “The 
failure was due to a faulty de- 
sign." More broadly, it said, the 
number of shuttle flights sched- 
uled had put too much strain on 
the capacity of the workforce, 

The lesson is not just the ob- 
vious one that a chain is only as 
strong as its weakest link. For 
economists there is an addi- 
tional moral: the smallest error 
in one component or by one 
team member can put at risk the 
quality of an endue finished 
product or project. The higher 
the quality required, the more 
serious an issue this becomes - 
and in die advanced economies, 
quality is rising all the time as 
manufacturing and services 
progress steadfly towards high- 
er and higher value added ac- 
tivities. 

This observation forms the 
basis of one explanation for oth- 
erwise inexplicable patterns of 
change in earnings, namely the 


fact that increasing income in- 
equality is to be observed not 
just between high-skill and low- 
skill employees, but also with- 
in different professions where 
skill levels must be similar. The 
rise in inequality has what has 
been described as a “fractal” na- 
ture, to be found at any level you 
look in the figures. It is not just 
that top lawyers earn more 
than their Secretaries, but that 
earnings among lawyers and 
amongst secretaries are also 
more unequal. 

One widely accepted expla- 
nation for this is based on the 
“superstar” hypothesis. This 
says that, just as the existence 
of a mass market for films al- 
lows some individuals, perhaps 
only slightly more talented rhap 
others, to capture a huge mar- 
ket share because cinema-goers 
would rather see a known quan- 
tity like John Travolta or 
Gwyneth Paltrow than an un- 
known. It is virtually costless for 
the stars to reach a bigger au- 
dience - they only act the once 
during filming - and the audi- 
ence overwhelmingly demands 
the market leader. The super- 
star phenomenon is being ex- 
tended by new technologies 
through ever wider swaths of the 
economy because these supply 
and' demand conditions are 
replicated in all sorts of weight- 
less industries. Now we have su- 
perstar lawyers, designers, 
doctors and even intellectuals. 

What, then, does the 
O-ring example add as an ex- 
planation for increasing income 
inequality? The answer, set out 
in a new book by Daniel Cohen, 
a French economist*, is that, as 
Nasa discovered, all the work- 
os in a team need to have a sim- 
ilar level of competence. No 
matter bow much it would cut 
the wage Ml, it is not worth hir- 
ing less than the very best lab 
technicians you can find. Sim- 
ilarfy, the top law firms need the 
. top secretaries, whose pay will 
reflect their value to the com- 
pany, whereas secretaries work- 
ing for ndghbourhood solicitors 
wS earn considerably less. It 
means that very slight differ- 
ences in skill and performance 
are magnified intQ.big dispari- . . 
ties is income. There is no 
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longer a single market for any 
particular type of skfll - an in- 
dividual's prospects depend on 
which company they are em- 
ployed by. and career paths are 
much more volatile. 

This phenonemon is tech- 
BoJogy-fijeUed in two ways. 
One is that advances in tech- 
nology are driving the advanced 
economies down the path of 
adding more and more value as 
low-value added production 
can so easily be carried out in 
emerging economies. The oth- 
er is that it is increasingly easy 
for goods and services to be pro- 
duced more flexibly with vari- 
ous components subcontracted 
out. Less mass production 
means smaller units of pro- 
duction which can more easily 
become homogeneous in terms 
of (he skill levels of the indi- 
viduals within them. An outfit 
which is very high skill across the 
board can buy in any low-skill 
goods or services it needs. Thus 
the Crty law firm will subcon- 
tract its cleaning as cheaply as 
possible while paying its secre- 
taries a relatively high wage. 

The really bad news about 
this process, which Professor 
Cohen calls “assortative match- 
ing”, is that it is disastrous for 
the Iow-skfll minority. It makes 
their exclusion from higher in- 
comes look pretty much insu- 
perable. Indeed, the usual 
prescription of improving the 
education and skill level of the 
workforce might help in the 
long run but in the short run can 
_e nduip. excluding the people at 
the bottom of the skOIs-heap 


even more thoroughly. It all 
looks rather gloomy for politi- 
cians- or unions -who want to 
halt the tread towards obscene 
inequality observed in the US 
and UK. 

The New Labour Govern- 
ment’s “Fairness at Work" 
White Paper this week is un- 
likely to offer any correctives to 
the fundamental economics dri- 
ving the trend Nor are issues 
like the minimum vote needed 
for union recognition, the 
TUC’s chosen terrain for bat- 
tle, anything more than a 
sideshow compared to ad- 
dressing the huge underlying 
shifts in the situation of the un- 


Once an economy 
starts going 
down this path, 
it is impossible 
to turn back 


deidogs and the top dogs in our 
society. 

One possibility for shaping 
future policies, however, lies in 
recognising that the O-ring the- 
oiy implies that the productiv- 
ity level of individual workers 
does not depend on their own 
efforts alone. It also depends on 
the productivity of their col- 
leagues at all levels. It is not 
brute strength in numbers that 
might form a basis for collective 


organisation in the workplace, 
as in old-style unionism, but 
rather genuine economic in- 
terdependence. For all that 
management gurus spout about 
the importance of teamwork, 
few managers seem to take it se- 
riously, or at least see it as ap- 
plying only to select categories 
of employees. That will change. 

Another question is the 
openness of high-value, high-in- 
come jobs to all comers. It will 
be essential, for reasons of fair- 
ness and social peace, to make 
sure that the jobs market is as 
mobile as possible, with no 
dosed shops. This is less of a 
worry in an entrepreneurial 
economy like the US where any' 
body can start up their own busi- 
ness. Even so-as with so many 
other aspects of economic pol- 
icy - regulation rather than in- 
tervention could turn out to be 
the key issue. 

However, once an economy 
has started down the path of in- 
equality. when the organisa- 
tional, legal and cultural 
barriers to some categories of 
people receiving higher and 
higher incomes have vanished, 
it is impossible to turn back, lax 
away high salaries? Many of us 
might cheerfully see the top in- 
come tax rate go up to SO per 
cent, say, but there is no appetite 
among voters and politidans 
anywhere for a return to puni- 
tive taxation. Introduce a pay 
policy that sets upper earnings 
limits? It would be unpopular 
and unenforceable. 

In the very long run in- 
creasing the productivity of the 
entire population through ed- 
ucation and training is proba- 
bly the onty answer, as it was 
after the Industrial Revolution. 
Meanwhile, fairness will be best 
served by making sure the op- 
portunities for superstardom 
and acces to higbvahie jobs are 
as widely available as possible. 
Where there is no possibility of 
more equality of outcome, 
equality of opportunity is the 
only alternative. 

d.coyie@independent.co.uk 

*The Wealth of the World and 
the Poverty of Nations’, Daniel 
Cohen, MIT Press £19.95. 
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TOP American economists have filed expert 
evidence with the court that will be con- 
sidering the Justice Department’s case 
against Microsoft, claiming (bat the company 
is harming computer users by its anti-com- 
petitive behaviour. No surprise there - one 
of the best sources of income for academ- 
ic economists in the US is giving expert ev- 
idence in court, with both defence and 
prosecution hiring their own eggheads. 

What is odd is that one of the Justice De- 
partment’s anti-Microsoft experts is Pro- 
fessor Franklin Fisher of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

“Microsoft will impede any innovation 
that threatens the dominance of Windows,” 
according to his testimony. He was famed 
among a generation of Harvard and MIT stu- 
dents in the early 1980s for his role as an 
expert - defending IBM against the com- 
petition authorities' onslaught on its mo- 
nopoly. 

The profs book about the case. Folded, 
Spindled and Mutilated , made it on to all his 
class reading lists. It must mean be knows 
a lot about monopolies in the computer in- 
dustry - and has, bravely, changed his mind 
in the past decade. 

SIMON Bentley, who runs the Blacks 
Leisure sports group, has a keen sense of 
humour if his advertising campaigns are 
anything to go by. The last one for the 
group’s First Sports ebaio. featured sperm 
racing towards an egg alongside the slogan 
“First is everything, second is nowhere”. 
This ran only on Sky TV and, as you might 
expect, onty after the evening watershed. 

This time he has teamed up with one of 
football's best known hardmen. The new ad, 
which stans in a couple of weeks time to cel- 
ebrate the World Cup, shows a bunch of 
footie supporters legging down the street to- 
wards a pub bearing the legend “World Cup 
TV shown here”. 

The replica be-sbirted boys surge in 
onty to find a muscular skinhead in a red 
Wales shirt sitting in the front row and mo- 
nopolising the best seats. The leader of the 
gang marches forward and taps the gent on 
the shoulder to suggest he hops iL Bui when 
the character turns round it is Vinnie Jones, 
QPR’s tough tackling midfielder once pho- 


touted grabbiagGazza’s privates. Queue, 
docile retreat. 

FINANCE directors of FTSE 100 compa- 
nies come in all shapes and sizes, but they 
do seem to be gettmg younger all the rime 

The latest to take charge of the books at 
one of the country's 100 largest companies 
is Martin Stewart, who was yesterday ap- 
pointed finance director at British Sky 
Broadcasting, the satellite television group, 

at the tender age of 34. 

Not that Mr Stewart would necessarily 
have wanted to come into the job in the 
way he did. The vacancy was onty created 
by when the previous incumbent. Nu*y 
Carrington, suddenly died after a short ill- 
ness in March. . , , . . 

After a thorough search. Sky decided Mr 
Stewart, who most recently was working as 
Mr Carrington’s deputy and subsequently 

took over a large part of his role, was rhe 
man to take over. “He was by the far best 
candidate for the job,” my mole over at 
Sky’s Isleworth headquarters whispers ad- 
miringly. 

AFTER losing out on the chance to become 
chairman of Argos, the catalogue retailer, 
Peter Birch, the former chief executive of 
Abbey National, did not have to wait long 
for another lucrative directorship to come 
his way. Laud Securities, the UK’s largest 
property company, appointed Mr Birch as 
its new chairman yesterday. He will provide 
a long term replacement for Sir Peter Hunt, 
the highly respected elder statesman of the 
property sector who sadly passed away sud- 
denly last December. 

Mr Birch was all lined up to become the 
new chairman of Argos if onty the group had 
been able to maintain its independence. Bat 
he has Jim Cox at Schroders Asset Man- 
agement to blame for losing the chance to 
fair** up his new employment. 

Mr Cox sided with Lord Wolfson’s Great 
Universal Stores in a bitter takeover battle. 
Mr Birch will take up his duties on 1 Juty 
to join Ian Henderson, the recently ap- 
pointed managing director of the property 
group. 

CHRISTIE’S may have been snapped up by 
a Frenchman and Rolls-Royce may be 
heading for German ownership, but at least 
one key British asset has been saved for do- 
mestic ownership. Step forward then, Jan 
Reynolds, a Bristol Businesswoman who has 
bought Octavius Hunt, the country’s last re- 
maining match manufacturer for an undis- 
closed sum. 

Octavius Hunt has been making match- 
es in Redfield, Bristol since the 1870s and 
they are still hand-dipped and packed. The 
business was deemed surplus to requirements 
by Cbcmring Group and so Ms Reynolds, 
the managing director, organised a man- 
agement buyout. 

“Having worked in the company from a 
secretarial role though to managing the com- 
pany was keen to maintain it in its current 
form,” Ms Reynolds said. Bravo. 
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Golding looks ready to 



emerge from the pack 


THERE is a new pecking order 
in British sprinting -but no one 
yet knows what it is. Julian 
Golding, 23 years old, bright- 
eyed, busby tailed and hugely 
talented, offers a graphic 
demonstration. 

“It used to be Linford 
Christie here," he said, plonk- 
ing his drink can under tbe 
table, and “everyone else here." 
laying down his mobile phone 
a foot or so behind. 

“But now Linford has gone," 
be said, removing the drink can, 
“and we are all in a group to- 
gether." His hand taps out a ran- 
dom pattern around his phone. 
u Vfe\e got me here, and Jason 
Gardener here, and Ian Madrie 
and Darren Campbell and Dwain 
Chambers and Darren Braith- 
waite and Christian Malcolm 
and Marion Devonish-. 

“There’s a sense of relief that 
Linford has retired, because 
whenever he was around you 
knew you were racing for second 
place. Bui it seems to have got 
even more competitive now." 

Domestically, the race is on 
to earn individual sprint places 
for this season's ' European 
Championships and Common- 
wealth Games. 


Mike Rowbottom meets a sprinter feeing 
a season of major championship targets 


While the most dramatic 
step forward last season came 
from Chambers, with his world 
junior 100 metres record of 
I0.06sec, the way Golding trans- 
formed spindly potential to 
spindly achievement has been 
just as impressive. 

Perhaps the best testament 
to his ability came at last year’s 
World Championships, when he 
anchored the' relay team to a 
bronze medaL 

This year Golding has built 
on his achievements oflast sum- 
mer - he also won tbe European 
Under-23 200m title - with an 
outstanding indoor season which 
left him third in the 1998 world 
200m rankings with a time of 
20.46sec But he is not yet the fin- 
ished article, as he showed in fal- 
tering to fourth place in the 
European Indoor Champi- 
onships two months ago. 

“That was a bitter disap- 
pointment to me," he said. "1 
felt crushed.” But it has had the 
effect of motivating him to 
train harder than ever before 
under the direction of his new 


coach, Mike McFariane. He 
has high hopes for an outdoor 
season which gets underway at 
a meeting in Crete this week- 
end. “If I stay healthy, I think 
I can have a fantastic season and 
I don't use that word loosely. I 
am more confident than I have 
ever been in my life." 

That is probably saying some- 
thing. There is an assurance 
about this young man which is 
special and which stems, almost 
certainly, from a sense of pro- 
portion. His krve of athletics is 
obvious. Like the reigning work! 
200m champion Ato Boldon, be 
is an avid Student of the sport, 
replete with statistics. But for all 
the knowledge, and the eager 
personal ambition - he aims to 
be the first European to break 
10 seconds for tbe 100m and 20 
seconds for the 200, something 
neither Christie nor John Reg- 
is quite managed - Golding 
rales athletics at no higher than 
third on his list of priorities. 

First comes the church - 
specifically the Church of God 
of Prophesy in Cricklewood, 


where this eldest of five children 
worships regularly with his fam- 
ily. “God is my life," he said. 
“And music - that is my love.” 

Seif-taught on the tottered, 
irredeemably oul-of-tune piano 
his father bought for him when 
he was 11, Golding also plays 
bass, drums and euphonium for 
tbe group which regularly pro- 
vides gospel music in services. 

He recently turned down a 
request from London Tb night 
to bring (heir camera to one of 
his performances. “It would 
have been wrong and over the 
top,” be said. He is equally cau- 
tious about bis own musical at- 
tachments. Many friends from 
his church, or other branches of 
it, are session musicians who 
play with bands such as M Peo- 
ple, Eternal and All Saints, yet 
be refuses to contemplate trav- 
elling the same route. 

“I would do it if I was going 
to be paid for playing gospel 
music, but otherwise no," he 
said. “If the opportunity came 
along to play for All Saints, I 
would turn it down. I enjoy play- 
ing on my Sunday mornings.” 

Golding has also told Mc- 
Fariane never to ask him to train 
on a Sunday, because he would 




Julian Golding: T am more confid e nt than I have ever been m my life* 


Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


not have time to go to church. 
Affable he may be, but there is 
a core of certainty in him. 

If and when be does hit tbe 
big time, he will give some high- 
profile supporters cause for cel- 
ebration - among them Joanna 
Lumley and Prince Charles. 


Getting a newTV? 


Make sure you don’t get 


mugged by 


taking tbe wrong option. 


•>V- When digital Cerrestna 
;V TV comes out later 
this year, v/e’i! give 

^ ' 

you a set-top decoder 

. * 


Still for £4-85 a week. 
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After 2 veers, you 
can upgrade to an integrated 
digital TV. 


Slin for gut £4*85 a week. 


Then, in a couple of 
years, you can cough 
up again for the 
integrated digital TV. 



lust £4-85 a week will keep you abreast of 
digital IV with Granada's future-proof TV2000. 
Call 0800 056 2000 or visit your local store. 


GRANADA 



Ref no In 2 


— „ fa, iumi nrfv SW-WP decoder is rent free For « long as the nuto TV k rented. Available to pews aged 18 veers and tnrw. subjK! to Status. Mtabnum U ntanhs contact. One month's rental and a 


- For the last six years Gold- 
ing has received grams from tbe 
Prince’s Trust - the first, for 
£300, enabling him to buy a patr- 
ol spikes andsome kit- and he 
has been drawn info a doser in- 
volvement with tbe organisation 
which culminated last October 


when he gave a presentation to 
assemb led showbusipess char- 


acters. 

“I was shaking like a leaf be- 
forehand, but people said 1 
had done very weD afterwards," 
he said. “Joanna Lumley told 
me she had watched me at the 


World Cbanq>ionsbips and said 

that when she saw me again on 
television she would be 9cream- ' 
ing the set down.” 

If things go according to plan 

for Golding, there really cpuld 
be something tosbout about this 


summer. 


Street life suits Coulthard 
in race of the residents 


Motor racing 


By Derick ADsop 
in Monte Carlo 



THIS, David Coulthard con- 
tends, is his scene. Not -as one. 
of the posers, you understand, 
but as a racing driver intent on 
hauling himself back on to the 
heels of Mika Hakkinen in the 
world drivers’ championship. 

Coulthard and Hakkinen 
are among 10 Formula One dri- 
vers who live, nominally at 
least, in the principality. How- 
ever, while Coulthard has made 
himself at home in the Mona- 
co Grand Prix, Hakkinen has 
looked embarrassingly mis- 
placed in the past, and Sunday’s 
race is a potentially defining 
confrontation for both. 

• Hakkinea’s best position 
here is the sixth he achieved in 
1996, and that in freak circum- 
stances, when he failed to finish. 

Coulthard was second, that 
day and has consistently been 
quicker than the Finn in the face 
of the unique challenge pre- 
sented by this street circuit. 


Coulthard. trailing by seven 
points, after Hakldnen’s victo- 
ry in Spain said: “This is one of 
my best circuits andsb I believe 
I have a great opportunity on 
Sunday. Spain went his way but 
I have maintained all along 
there will be races where be goes 
well and races where I go welL 
“This track is one of the great 
challenges in Formula One and 
I feel it brings the best out ofme. 
Mika has bad his problems here 
in the past and it is the kind of 
circuit where you cannot afford 
any mistakes. 

“I don’t think living here has 
any real advantage when it comes 
to the race. Yoa just feel that bit 
more comfortable and relaxed. 
But then there are a lot of us 
living here, including Mika" 
Hakkinen admitted he was 
eager to put a stop to his calami- 
tous sequence. “It has been a re- 
ally bad race for me," he said. 
“I have some difficult years. I 
did win a rare, in 1993, but it was 
not in Formula One. Fd rather 
not talk about the other years. 

“Its nice to be in Monaco and 
sleep in my own bed. Then I can 


justget on the scooter and go do 
the circuit. It makes life easier.” _ 
Hakkinen maintains, how-^ 
ever, that driving a McLaren is 
not as easy as it looks. While 
most observers would welcome 
Michael Schumacher’s inter- 
vention in the proceedings, 
Hakkinen said: “It is not the 

erase itcan seem. I am still fight- 
ing - 1 am fighting with myself 
and with tbecar. It is not always 
about fighting other drivers." 

Many would argue it is about 
racing other drivers. Those seek- 
ing more variety will be encour- 
aged by Schumacher’s record 
here - three wins in the last four 
years. The German, who is third 
in the title chase, said: “I don't 
think it is rigfrt to say this is a key 
race. It is too early in the season 
to talk that way. But it would be 
useful to stay in contact” 
Entertainment is no concern 
of Coulthard or Hakkinen, how- 
ever. “I’m here to win," ^ 
Coulthard said, “not to worry 
about tbe show." Hakkinen 
added: “I suppose the public 
would Hke to see more action but 
1 am not lookingfbr any diange.” 


Wright makes England’s day 


Hockey 


By BUI Colwilf 
in Utrecht 


LUCEULA WRIGHT, Oltoo's 
18-year-old, was the toast of 
England in Utrecht yesterday on 
the opening day of (he women's 
World Cup when she scored 
England’s goal with a fierce shot 
from a 19th-minute penalty cor- 
ner in a 1-0 win against India. 

Tbe corner award came af- 
ter a penetrating run by Jane 
Sixsmith had been abruptly 
ended by Helen Soy. India’s iron 
player in defence. Wight, who 
had “tapped” a couple of ear- 
lier chances “just let fly". 

England, who started at- 
tractively, lost their way against 
a side who defended in depth. 
Indeed, they did not have an- 
other shot at gpal in the first half 

India came forward more 


after the interval, but with Jack- 
ie Empson playing well in de- 
fence and Karen Brown covering 
with confidence atthe back, their 
chances were limited to a cou- 
ple of penalty comets both of 
which England defended with a 
certain degree of luck. 

England’s failure to control 
the second half was admitted by 
their coach, Maggie Souyave, as 
disappointing. But she said: 
“Wc got a win and a good start. 
We have a lot to work on. Next 
game will be better.” 

Scotland opened the pro- 
ceedings against tbe world and 
Olympic champions, Australia, in 
the Utrecht FC stadium dd a 
temporary artificial grass pitch, 
losing 5-0. Only brave goal- 
keeping by Tracey Robb, and Sue 
Lawrie in the second half, and m- 
ept penalty comers by Australia 
saved a landslide. 

Results, Digest; page 31 


Collins forced 
to make 
great sacrifice 


By Stuart Alexander 
in La Rochelle 


Lottery funds provide boost 


Equestrianism 


By Genevieve Murphy 


THE British Equestrian Fed- 
eration is to receive a grant of 
more than £762,000 from the 
Lottery Sports Fund in the ini- 
tial year of its world class per- 
formance plan. A similar 
amount - or possibly more - is 
expected to be made available 
for subsequent years leading up 
to Lhe Athens Olympics in 
2004. 

The successful bid will pro- 
vide funds for horse trials and 
dressage (both Olympic disci- 
plines) and disabled dressage, 
which is included in the Para- 
lympic Games. A bid on behalf 
of show jumping has been sub- 
mitted to the Sports Council 
and a decision is expected with- 
in a few weeks. 


. The present grant has been 
made available for specific 
items: subsistence for tbe riders 
(£298,000), horse trials 
(£105,000), dressage (£92JX)0), 
disabled dressage (£107,000) 
and the British Equestrian Fed- 
eration (£160,000). 

The BEFwOi use most of its 
slice of tbe cake to appoint a 
world class performance direc- 
tor and secretary. The director’s 
job, which will be advertised 
shortly, will involve adminis- 
tering the whole programme 
and monitoring performance. 

About 34 riders are expect- 
ed to benefit from the subsis- 
tence portion of the gram 
“depending on their personal 
circumstances". According to a 
BEF consultant, David Robin- 
son. there is “a system to mea- 
sure” the amounts which 
individual riders are paid. 


A RESIGNED George Collins 
dropped himself from his own 
Chessie Racing team yesterday 
and brings in Britain’s Derek 
dark as a strategist with local 
knowledge. 

The Baltimore busine ssman 
who has privately funded Mary- 
land’s first Whitbread race en- 
try will be on board at tbe start 
in La Rochelle and wfll rejoin 
it for the dosing stages in the 
Solent. “1 was looking forward 
to doing this leg, but there’s too 
much at stake,” he said. 

For this 450-mile leg Dennis 
Conner wfll be alongside Raul 
Standbridge on Toshiba, bidding 
to emulate his British partner, 
who won the eighth leg from 
Annapolis; while Paul Cayard 
has granted crewman Marco 
Constant's wish to be on board 
EF Language for wbat may be 
a victory lap now that the over- 
all points win is in the bag. 

Constant badly broke his 
left wrist just before the finish 
of the leg from Fort Laud- ' 
erdale to Baltimore, but was de- 
termined to be in at the end. 

Collins is relying on skipper 
John Kosteckr, as Chessie is just 
10 points, and one place, behind 
Grant Dalton, who is fighting to 
keep Meat Cup third overall. 

Collins’ commitment to win- 
ning has been for beyond being 
a self-indulgent owner, but even . 
for him the disappointment 
was hard to hide. “It wasi’t easy, 
but it was the right decis i on , ”' 
said the 57-year old Collins. “I 
would have had to take a bow- 
man off and that could hurt us 
as we arc battling up thecoasL” 
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S end to Elsworth exile 


. By Richard Edmondson 

at Goodwood 

THERE were several spectac- 
ular crashes in the late Eight- 
ies and early Nineties but none 
more unexpected than David 
Ebworth’s descent from racing’s 
pinnacle. One minute Elzie 
- . ’ was ^H»ring every jumps race 

- . . * ord ? collecting while also 
shearaig off his feir share of Flat 
prizes when he fended a bit of 
sport in the summer. Then, it 
; seemed, he could not train rab- 
•iit kris * 0 procreate. 

* ‘ ' Wte Groove’s Coronation 
.CJup in 1991 stands as Els- 
■wOrths last major Flat success, 
hot for those who would like to 
s^e this most instinctive of 

back to his former 
- greatness there was rather 
pleasant viewing here yesterday. 

Th^ Lupe Stakes may not be 
the most prestigious contest to 
have flowed Efcsworth’s way 
but it could well be that bis 
Napotedn’s Sister is a filly ca- 
pable of graduating io greater 
g$ocy.3Sbe may run next in the 
Oaks- (for which 33-1 is avail- 
able) though a more likely port 
is the Irish equivalent, in the 

^homeland of her owners, Sean 
and Anne Cougblan. 

It was the Coughlans who 
supplied Elsworth with his first 
winner (the jumper Fortune’s 
Cookie) and they would have 

given him another if he had let 
them. It was a passage which led 

to the na min g of yesterday’s 
winner. “Sean wouldn’t let me 
train Ridgewood Ben [John 
Ora’s Group winner] but he of- 
. fered me the chance to train 
Ridgewood Peart," Elsworth 
said. “I refused, which was 
probably the biggest mistake of 
my life {the filly later won the 
breeders’ Cup Mile]. He 
couldn’t believe that f didn’t 
want to train a foil sister to 
Ridgewood Ben. I said to him 
at the time: *who has ever heard 
of Napoleon’s sister?* ” 

Elsworth is back at his old 
ball of excellence at Whitsbury 
after a period at Whitcombe in 
Dorset The two places may be 
nest to each other in the 
gazetteer but they could not be 
. further apart in the relative suc- 
cess they brought their tenant 

Napoleon's Sister has been 
bustled along on the Hampshire 
gallops this spring m prepara- 
tion for summer prizes. “I start- 
ed her off earlier than I wanted 
because we had made the Oaks 
entry and I pushed her uphiD to- 
day running her in this,” Els- 
worth said. “If you work with 
her she gives you a wonderful 

* 



Napoleon’s Sister and Kieren Fallon come dear in yesterday’s Lupe Stakes at Goodwood 


Photograph: Julian Herbert/AHsport 


feeling of confidence. She works 
like a good one." 

The filly started, however, 
like a green one yesterday, 
recreating the pose of the Fter- 
rari emblem as she left the 
stalls. Kieren Fallon let her re- 
gain composure. Up front, Pat 
Eddejy, on Mondscbein, adopt- 
ed the front-running tactics tha t 
had secured the previous day’s 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Specialize 
(Exeter 5.20) 

NB: Copper Coil 
(Exeter 4 SO) 

feature race. At the furlong 
marker, though, the Irishman 
found he had gone too fast on 
Benny “Abba" Andersson’s fil- 
ly. And if he had to do the same 
again, I don’t think he would do 
that my friend, Fernando. 

Enchant had been travelling 
so effortlessly in behind for 
Walter Swinburn that it then ap- 
peared she must win. But just 
at the moment her challenge fal- 
tered Napoleon's Sister swept 
convincingly down the outride. 

Her tramer enjoyed both 


being back in the middle of the 
media huddle and the sensation 
of judgement vindicated. He 
paid 160,000gns for Napoleon’s 
Sister as a yearling, the most he 
has ever laid out for a horse. “I 
think she was cheap,” Elsworth 
said. “She may have cost the 
most, but she's not the most ex- 
pensive horse I’ve ever had. 
There is a difference.” 

Expensive horses were fur- 
ther detailed yesterday when 27 
runners were declared for the 
Derby two weeks on Saturday. 
Of the nine which were added 
to the field for £8,000 at the 9 
April second entry stage, just 
one. Go dolphin’s Mudeer, re- 
mains, Among those to defect 
areXaar, Dr Fong and Anytime. 

There is an even more ex- 
travagant occasion at the end of 
next week. If Godolphin sup- 
plement the 1,000 Guineas win- 
ner, Cape Verdi, at that stage 
they must produce £75,000. 

Derby acce pter *: Bonier Arrow. Chateau 
Roy®*, Ctty Hcnbure, Ctoda Courteous, 
Croco Rouge, Dream Wat Fo£q. Greek 
Dance, GtAand, Hum! Ktfr-ffsa, Khg Of 
Kings, Mate No PJstaku Mudeer; Mutamam, 
Peg «5 Rsbah Sedan. SartoofleSprinsa 
Second Empire. Suwhtoe Street TheGlow- 
Wbrrrx Tornado Prince, TWo-Twonty-Twa 
Uranus Quotas, Wld Tarrpa 


Pressure forces McCloy to resign from BHB 


THE British Horseracing 
Board member Matthew Me- 
Qqy, chairman of the board's 
Industry Committee, yesterday 
bowed to pressure in the after- 
math of Pfeter SavflTs appoint- 
ment last week as BHB 
chairman and announced his 
resignation from the post. 

“The recent sustained at- 
tacks on my integrity and my 
character, which I am advised 
have been carefully and perhaps 

Sherwood is 
Uplands man 

SIMON SHERWOOD has 
been installed as the new train- 
er at Uplands stables in Upper 
Lambourn owned by Andrew 
Cohen. Sherwood, the former 
rider of Desert Orchid, is tak- 
ing the positioD vacated by 
Charlie Brooks. *Tve had dis- 
cussions with Charlie's owners 
and Fm hoping to persuade 
them to stay,” Sherwood said. 


professionally choreographed, 
have succeeded,” McCloy said. 

“This is despite the fact that 
soundings taka? for me indicate 
that every single one of those 
committee members spoken to 
have no wish to see me go.” 

McCoy had hailed Savfil's 
win as a “great day for racing” 
and insisted he was not opposed 
to SavQL But the MP Alan 
Meale, an ally of the new chair- 
man, said M cOoy had shown 


antagonism to Savfll and de- 
scribed his postion as untenable. 
• “I am told I am seen by those 
ultimately responsible for the at- 
tacks on me as a continuing 
threat of some sort to Peter's 
plans for the BHB. perhaps 
even as a rallying point for 
those who are opposed to him. 
I am neither, but to put the mat- 
ter beyond doubt, I believe I 
have no choice to proceed as I 
am," McCoy said. 


Rising against morning racing 


SATURDAY morning racing, 
which has been pencilled in for 
next year, drew a terse re- 
sponse from trainers and jock- 
eys yesterday. The experiment 
is aimed at plugging a gap for 
betting shops at a time when 
punters are passing through, but 
will disrupt the working lives of 
professionals in the industry. 

“If this is being run to put 
money in the bookmakers’ 
satchels, then they should put 


something back into racing in 
return” the trainer Norma 
MacauJey said “Why should we 
put ourselves out just for their 
benefit?” 

Her fellow trainer Bill 
O'Gorman said: “It just doesn’t 
make sense. As it is we have to 
be up at 630am to go racing - 
so for this it would mean a 
330am start. And which own- 
ers are going to want to be at 
the track at 1030?” 


Newcastle 


HYPERION 

2.00 Springs Noblequest 2.30 Rotostar 3.00 
Salntes 3.30 Symonds Inn 4.00 Domlnelle 
435 La Tiziana 


ROSS&JJ JBatrySC 

-4 




BETTING: M Rone* 7-4 Spring* Kobtaiiitd. 02 
Malta 


12-1 Dob- 


2.30 


GOMGc Good to Firm. _ , , 

STALLS: Straight - stands Side; lm 4t - toarde; Yn 21 -ter aide. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Hflh tor SI to 71 

# Left-hand, owl come; tough, galoping taw. 

•CanotacnAtSmNo(lcwn.AOMBSSIOreCbb£MffeQVW; 
^ttereafc £9 (£7 QAPsl; Staer Ring £4 (E2 OAFa)CAR PARK; Frea 

# LEADING TWUNEBS: M Johnaton 25-W (17%). J Berry »-«l 
035%), J Durtop 11-38 paS%J. M Bel *>« 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Carol (tt2%l J Fortune 18-141 
(113%) D HoBand «M3 (333%). <5 Duffleld KW3 (13%). 

• FAVOURITES: Wl-W 05%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Frisky 'Lady J30C). 

IQRCHMSTAHCE TRAVELLER: Ba nrre ta i a t*3$ aenl 344n<w. 


HANRO CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 2YO 6 f 

4 B-JAYTEEp3) MWEMerbfSO .5 ftmanore <7] 4 

PRETTY OBVIOUS A Way 8 9 IC*ral2 


58000 B0HII0UNTMI (20) N Catalan 90 GMMdlO 

0040 SAAITES WP) WltKwwSO R tauten (5) T7 

040 BWOY (24) C Thcrnon 8 C Dmi McKaOM 12 

045 IBSSBUSSflJ pO)8Hh88 JDSm«h«4 


OS MK»U8H(39JWawi««85. 


4 BEVBftfY IIOMCEY (14) J Barry 83 

OS ROTOSTAR (W P Bans 81 

0 SKYMBTRISSpI MDod»81 

OS SOUNDS SW&T (tS) J JON* 30 

0 CANNYUSS(17)NTi*te7B 

0 HZZYWHEZY(M)C0Oc4h7O 

-9dad«m- . 


— c natter 
-^GCadare 
— JFEgmS 
.M 6 hvS 

.JamTWtaT 

-LCtamdrS 


63440 FHWYtADr(24)TEestetyBB — 
06440- PRtOLETTE (tiJS) J HtaSento 8 tJ— 
8 MHO BiAFIMiSpR MsaJCna87 — 
H 800 THORMTO(MflBJ£(Z7)jat*fe69, 
B 
8 
V 
8 
8 
2D 


— LChuaodtISB 
AOduaS 


r A MI BRANDLING HOUSE DISTAFF HANDI- 
r ,w l CAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 5f 

38040 HOWL DREAM gQPjM Bmy 3 B8 J Curds 


38033 OMARIl 
03550- SHNNG 


13911. 

(204) MBBI595- 


_Pft*reyP)U 

JF Earn 18 

00000- STBMANQEonSE (205) li Ektato 8 0 DHunash(7)8 

00444 8AXUVM (Of JOaUaia J He*** (7) K 

00004- JUST M08BY (234) Enrico Was 7 Q KhaTMterS 

000- SWJIEYUAfBEpIl) SIWOO If 2D 


-HFartM2B 

-NnTHterB 


8ET7WG: » Bawitey HoeftaK 72 0 4q|tee, 94 Rotaatn M FraOy 
OfaMfoiu, Mkfcuati, 10-1 Skyiatam, 12-1 8ouada 9uaU. Ifrl ottuia 

REHATC SSWICES HANDICAP (CLASS 


3.00 


E) £3,750 added 3YO 1m 


2.00 


NORTHERN RACING NOVICE STAKES 
(CLASS O) £4,500 added 2 YO 5f 


31 gSag StSluScm 8 *^jj *” g* 

OOUaETWOTEasarWB'C — RWIntaDn (5)2 


tO» I«BWBW(p89)Matian87 S Carter 7 

05014) WRGIEAD61 (43) (EQ NT«f4»88 UJBaatel 

5081 8HAMVWRI SONG (11) W J Gto»93 JFOriuwlB 

208 HB5IYUOOnpS)UJaMubn9a DHoflwd9 

01-200 BARRELBK) (17) JJOT4A93 WSt^jpUB 

5030- HALFAW«*B«(nSRW*y9T JCanoiM 


SOOOBENROCK(U)ltaGAiaa71) Angate Harttoy P) 2 

0800 tffiBWES GOtP W M tatah 7 X) N Xenon* 11 

Mtatpjr 79 10b. Tm MlgltK Bunt* 7M 7ft M«) &*» Ta Ob. 
BETTING: 8-1 ShamMrtSeog, 8-1 ButMMb, 7-1 IBM BnaaeRBaylhn, 
8-1 Saintaa, 1M Mtety Moot 12-1 ftfdy Lad> PrioWla, 14-1 Mheia 

|o~onl GOSFORTH PARK STAKES (CLASS C) 
£7,750 added 1m 4f 93yds 

1 200-11 SALMON LAD0B1 (11) (P)PCda 68 -11 J Carol 2 

Z 1004 aBTLEWFUJEJCE (11) 03) N Catalan 491. GDaflUM 

3 MO IS»IABOSfH)HCed48tt AHcGtena* 

4 (IMS Sta0NDSDM(T) JRtzGaate4B6 JFwtenaS 

~4«' * 


BETTING: M OtatAnaAe, 5-1 ITMarti, B-1 Cdege Prkcaaa, 7-1 SMring 
Ctoud, 8-1 Royal Oman, Gold Edge, 10-1 Bated Lady; 12-1 ottaa 


44X323 GOLD B)G£ (13) Enrico hdsa 4 9 4 . 

OOODO TRIE TO TANGO (199 P) GMMdob 591 DHdndS 

8300- COUGGE PRMCES8 (Bn) (D) S C WMons 4 8 8 

.0 BMuna (7) 11 

00005 00UB(aLE<4(D)TEaMrtv8SC DMama88(7) 7 

OOOOO DONAHJRAB) (D) MnL9ddal5B7 OPW»1 

-SDH SUNSET HARBOUR pR raSKettewei 5 8B -JF«atae 10 
OOOOO BAIiAROLADV(83)JVtew^tS86 — Oaaa MdCaouo B 

20MB WHA2E{R(D) NByooRSBI LCtanock4 

-11 - - 


4.35 


STMODWEN MEDIAN AUCTION MAID- 
EN STAKES (E) £3,750 3YO 1m 2f 

3443 BBOOfTUS(2f) JOrtopSO G Carter 6 

0 »BLUD(13)TBhertxycn90 J«te3 

2 ALMOST GOT IT (12) J teen 8 9 JForttwI 

<03 LATHANAp^ W Jarvis 89. MT»hutt2 

6 IIELBCUfOBUTfSK p5) R Cngga 8 8 .V.Ouraocfc4 

00 SHARP SARAH p^B Mb 68 DHofandS 


BETTTMtt 10-11 Satano Ladder, 7-a tenuoa.A-l Symontetan, l >2 Sub- 


BEmHft 84 Benawrtua, *4 la TMena, 4-1 Sturp teat, 12-1 AJuart 
Got a. 18-1 MTftaL 2S-1 MatwumnUtyifcc 


Exeter 


HYPERION 

2^0 Gabova 250 HI Marble 3.20 BaytineSter 
3J50 tmfian Temple 4J20 Rangeran 4^0 COPPER 
COIL f nap) 5^0 Specialize - 


2.50 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT NOVICE 
HANDICAP HURDLE (E) £3^00 2m 7T 

KP303 OLWESS SECRET &)(D)UPt»B If V CJ 

4J3044 MOOWS ROULETTE (1^ A Hobbs 6 11 0. 

200351 HI MARBLE (17) LBsM Jones 7 8 8 


3.50 


32-TS 


sagaassisagsagg*^ 
— ■‘ J s5ss?-srs»w|£-* 

lardd t>87 (05%). B PomB 8-W (8a%l 
QBCft And What Baa (421ft. 

Ahtaya Mftmey <4201 WTba Bid 


3234 P 1 spmrrLwapqjQJRfVyMa®^ 

PFUP4 SEASCANJ>(B1)D t*ty 8 81 

-00600 RaGRWEW0lF(n9KWap580. 
WDDP KNB)5NU(69NMfeM98a. 


Glbnaay 

-RTtafltan 


-.GqrLfrie® 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 oiSi FUnNGARTBfl p2) SKri^itfl DO 
-Bdadarad- 

MWuinW* 10A Thu tedcapaufete fadP— Wftd'jfrMoer 

srv 90 2b. FfA^g finest 11b. 

BETTING: 2-1 M Martte. Ml SpH Laml, 4-1 Ofeart SaorU, 5-1 WBoaa 
Boutaa, 10-1 Sea Scamp, 20-1 Radgma VUL 3M ottws 


SOUTH WEST RACING HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 2m 3f 110yds 

♦3444 CO0UB(nq(p)JNrs8e0 MAFtevamld 

BfflP BSHOPS CASOE (188) p) R tea t) 80 J Frost 

-4Cn*ay 


4.50 


_SopHe Mtatul $ 


1 

- 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 3*322 DaaANTam(M)(D)WKBWop780_G8^W 

8 RJCfP AN£TnCROOURSE(5^P)Cltem1JflO JtaaSBdracteugb 

S 44294P GABON (IBS) p) B Semen 0 80 SRsc 

-Sdsdnad- 

IMaua: iota. tedtei'Avqafe 9U 88); Anoaur Cooon 9B 7SL GMU 9u 4 Bl 
BE rrKawshhtewe; s-i mean temte s-r coated 7-1 tubom, 

HBhead, 8-1 ~B>oeaudi "fcoaocti, Anotbar Cooraa, 18-1 other* 


429J? 7RALBOSS(17) «aaHKn^l78Q 

WJ2P- T0QMUCHT00800Np92)(D)MPipa889 Cl 

U25TO2 SHN8A HLL8 (38 G UcCotftC C4 E Husband (3) 

W64P HDXREAD (13) ([Q R Budte 9 8 3 B Petal 

NAAN TE9FLE (Id 


PUTTING BUSINESS RRST HANDICAP 
HURDLE (E) £3^00 2m 3f 110yds 
34fPfP KSPIEMM8OM(C}NRMkM9V1J-E0(Millk±ain 

330051 R063DANCSI(lY)JSMoaa61l9 JHage*(3)V 

3r42D3 tBSDWr “ " “ 

OCBPR C0PPSI 


422133 ON MY TOES 


t 

(9)(D)M(ta8H0(7mj- 
WS)(qRFtea78® — 


R±bs6H5. 


-MrR 


P50400 JW£KWG(17) 


AQinCDII. 
688 


--J Frost 


-B Petal 


BETTING: IVIBCoppar Cofl,MlabD»aa 8-1 Ross Daww, 8-1 On My 
■foaa, ia-1 Junta Wna. 16-1 Greao tetad, 20-1 Keep Mb In Mod 

TAX PLANNING NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (E) £3,000 added 2m 2f 


5.20 


6 ~ 9 fl] ^TIONALMDINGWEB<m^»^ 

ptE (CLASS G) £ 2,200 added 2 m 2S 


3.20 


SIMPKINS EDWARDS NOVICE CHASE 


420 


JRwA 

.VSMtety 
.Hr 


403PP3 8RKWS3JPffi(5 R Frost 5 110. 

OPOOOO DTOTOPR RBI 0— nnM 

S3B»atSSsa3CiagS 8 

P3I4P- HMD0NWLLP7RS 0*789 5° l£2tad 

fi4RDD SANDRA ® " cSSS 

-Sdadand- 


BETUHQ; 11-10 Gabow. w *" ^ 

party. Kay St. 1ST Otete, MD ai tnna t 25-1 HaydunW 


(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 7f 110yds 

1 31PUP3 BAYLBCSTSR (1^ MstHKniEbtBTI 7 JFTBay 

2 PUP4PJ APOU0VBCTU!«tttB1)Sa*811O GSbpp*S 

3 SOOO* BQ5C05 TOUCH (13) (D) MSb*bbi 711 0 PHofcy 

4 4(RUU IIOOIBA»BH6W«a(ta(DJAHette71IOJtrLJMtenl 

5 FRF3B PlfflffiCKC»AU®(t3(C)RAtoflr9tiO._ ABteeSp) 

6 PP3W5 RUSNETTOWmBAtearBIIO MrSDoncktQB 

7 4AEUD THEHJOCHBICIIZ)tT7)NHata8110 JtaameS 

8 6PP05 VALUSVALE(I7)J»U8«9 LCtao*a» 

9 323815 DTiAANp8)(BF)U IS»586^ CMaodaS 

-Bdadarad- . 

BETTWG: 82 Bayina Sta 4-1 Otaa^ 8-1 Boacola Tbuc^ 0-1 Rafeacfc 
Mr 8-1 Moorland MgMmTte Hatches Va«a Wa. WW uSwi 


WEST OF ENGLAND NOVICE HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H> £2,000 2m 3f 110yds 

34PF1 aiiABALE(l7)Pttac*785 MrJTtea*» 

Dm> Aawrorjwj jjbmafl vo. pj 


PR465 A*B WW ELSE (PIT) (teEPring 6 BOJbJ Cataay P)B 

P2&* 8ALDHLI CHANCE (P1 1 ) T Long® CO Lira A tend p? 

P4PPP 0R0MN CHAT pil) A Cota 8 8 0 IkLJdfcrtp) 

3PP FHHSJAOt(P8TldB7 8& ft G BSteotGand (7) 

•P3U4F JACXAMUBp4qiteSnch7-eD UrR WU||*rP) 

-aosuu JBLAO(|RHUi 880 JBttV Rotate (I) 

«3J3B RAWBUN(85HHiK»eeo MrSOuackp) 

5-RSOU AUDUSl»ISEY(P11)BKBt911B Ite C Hn* (?) B 

A IHPBB SOOCp2)ftsPS b»71l 9 Jlaa M Coorabe p) 

BETHNG: 47 BtaagaiB, 114 Pangacau, 10-1 Baldtei Ctawa, 12-1 J B 
lad, 14-1 Jadaana. 20-1 And Vta Baa, After Jac*. 2S-1 ottara 


2S5A COft«UGHTC»OCffltaD)PHata8VO_llrRVBdBte(0 

3FTC5 GRAY MSTEL SR M Pfpa 4 V 8 CMtefc 

60R) M FIBHUAUS (6D Mss H Kni^l 4 n 5 -Dwtttd 

80005 MSTB0 CHIPS <B3)^tGg 771 1 _JI meter* 

204-8 TAP SHOES (37) R Baker 8 013 -VStetery 

3P-P BARANOV (F2Vn HHohb 588 JIARtzgenid 

460302 0BQJ3S(57) R Host 7 08 JFroat 

0RKF5 WEST HAY BREEZE (48) RBucMa- 6 89 BPOwd 

-PP311 SPECIALIZE « Karts BO 5 RTtiondnB 

354SP QUraiOnHESUR 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
8 

TT 0PRB HTTWEBB 
a 3R3P00 EASTDON 
Q 3FP0 JOUy JAMES 
14 PPOP8BOIJOF 
8 OUfflPO imAWEYS 

-15 

BETTWG: 02 Spaefafea, 4-1 CennaugM Oadta 7-1 Orair ftatetW-1 
Tfcp Shoes, Obalu, 12-1 HB Ida BU, 14-1 Mteter CWpt, 16-1 eftan 


DJCuft 


OUST^S^AHebbe 5 80 .GTbmay 


>780 

188O. 


RJobneo 

MQdntefD 


N Htac B 8 0— J R Kaanam 


Results 


GOODWOOD 


Cwa BOX DF: £440. CSF: E77B. MT- 

Quanta tea. Trio l £830. _ . 

Z40: 1. TRIPUE HAY (P Dobb« 9-1; i 
- - — '.7 ran. 3-1 


L To« £320: eiflaE260l£12tt OR 

^TSra3.7M»tec«>5:£87Bl . . 


■hapthL i •*; neUR Harem ^ 
EwBSaJIbia: EIWO: £a7Q £2Jtt DF: 
ES440. CSF- £3332. 

xi(t 1 . wLWH£txrs smreR (K^ 
Ljrt) 2CM : 2 . PatKnB.7'1 : 3,^ Enchant 7-2.8 
ran. 5-Z te Aiwhar fitfitswjr/:. 2. P 
feworlh. WhrtGOmbny rate : CTjffl taaQ 

2 . Mte w rad w taw. ag-te tat W 

«Ile1.SIpPPESBR0W»n9«*»3 

•an Hatafara-i: 16IWL.R-2 |tto ABtt AL- 

Nnd. ttldi Sfe-l'A. iV*. MJB L Moota 



KELSO 

a 00- t. COUNTRY ORCfND'JM IT 
Naxit on) 74»;3.ftitaeCMw aM; 
a. B nawa Ctamy g-l * «*■ 

asatast^ssa's 

1 '"55?LSUPRm<C SOVIET (A 

B4far. 2. **ta«l4-1;3. Caate Red 

14 -v a ran. 22 . a (AWWaift Hawick -M b: 

Sis sJ» em EUR op. esaq csf: 

wnaB. Tho: £23Aa 

3A0-. 1. SAHDABAR p Lad 2-1 Mr. 2. 
Victor L»do4-i;3. Eastati PffllactS-t 
71 im. t (Mra M Hu*** Sattun). Tbto: 
Saa BmEmE2sn DF;£3oacsft£sc 

T pry w- E4694 Trier. 6Laa 

sa(fc 1. COOUI LAIC fl) PaitaJ 4-1 ; A 
ortkn Nlar 1»&r. 8- Snoofc ftoht&t T 
iiall 1wNta\fauigMw(«ft3-AajJ 
Qm Hart*)- TOe £800: EXM. ClflG Oft 
ESRft CSF; C*47. 


AJXfel. JKrriME (MasL9rocbjrna)2-5 
te2.Mai1MiahitaB2;aR^pia 
Fmt BBa Bran. K & (J tfctfws. Gatteasls). 
TtaCK EI8ft£lSa£t0a E3X1 DF; £an CSft 
E33Z 

4Jtfc1.UPY*Y LOUSE fUHterten) 
10-1:2. BaMaatels 11-2; 3. Etafear 14-7 13 
am. 3-1 tor knnst Wtaly W. 1»A. S. Mi 

m RMiKSHte Tbnc assoc ca«i esa 

E&50- DF: C17XJU CSF: (Stfi. Tricast: 
£7H4fi ThK£SSUQ 

PteeapabSS-VL Quadpob Crum 
Ptoe*R£3a34Plac*S£2fi« 

WORCESTB1 

220e1.liEflClL£SSCOP(CtJeate>4 

4-r ter. 2 . GUM capper 10-1; 3. laid 
Sector 4-1 4 ran. « 8. Mrs Uesnta 
Jones). Ttac Clan Dft EMtt CSft OB& 
Z9B: t DfNKY DORA (0 ftaaflQ B-1; 
Z. amtaaSWttVM; l2Aal -©-1:4. Ro- 
asvaBtay 0-2 tel IS BD. BL f.. (J Cnss- 
talLTteEWS0iF?flttO3araA0t£2fln 

of: radnacsfteeaa: Base rcasaa 

Tno- E301TO (pan «r) KtKtaem. 

SJXt 1. STEVE FORD St JOnaoi) 
8030:2. Mr SteongQMrMtor. 1 Indi 
a«r33-t Scan. Me. 25 (ClfabcftJ. 'Btt: 
E3B0: E1SL £15a DFi£290l CSrt tan 


asttt SPECIALIZE (RThQrtrn) 4^ ter; 
2. Apache Park 8-1; a. Bon Voyage U-i 
Sno. & B (K Butte 'MK £2Sa £1XL ESBR 
£24a OF: £22X1 CSF: EM4& TricasC 
EBSSA-THo: E472C tft Satrarad 

4L20: 1. TOM’S GEMINI STAR (Mr 
James Yburffl tM; 2. Ztaoon S-i; 3. 
TTaasure Again &-T3 tot 12 ran. 2, & (O 
Carter Ttitts an O; £200. 020, CUDL OF: 
£2isa CSft &99SB Trio: £BBa 

455:1. DID YDU KNOW (PHcfcy) 33-1; 
2. Wte Tl» Ibas 92; 3. XktefOrtl Boy 5-2 
ter 22 ran. Hd. 2. |C BaneeR. Ttatas ESI50; 
SASCL £250. £250. DF: £7150. CSF: £17847. 
Trio: CTS30 [part wan). . 

(tecapae esm OiadkMt: £20a 
Placs «: C83L Ptacn 5: £B5G 

NEWTON ABBOT 
BLIObl. RAffffiOWSTAR iCkteate) 56 
te; z. HarfsTb Howto im; 3. Motater B-1 
»nn.4 14 (M Iteri Tola: £150; £ta £1A 
E20Q DF: £t£Q CSF; £2S& Trio: £330 
BADE 1.CUFTON BEAT (G Stafsy) 6-5 
ter, 2. Sip*VTbrtc»4: 3.6am Rocfcatt7-£ 
10 ran. 3, Sk. (P Hctatte-tera- £170; £130 
£140 &40 QF.Etgo CSF: CU3 Dio: £200. 

7.10:1. TTtmSOROBGHt p* JTeaifl 
*Z « tec 2 . Mr najteO 5-2 jt ten 3. EaaF- 
horpe 3-1 B ran. 2, 8 (P Mdas) Rite: 


£340: £U0 £170. Oft £380. CSF: £776. NR: 
After The Rut 

UTTOXETER 

a 9ft 1. MIGHTY PHANTOM (M A 
RcaeraW) 9-2; 2. Polar FBgW 5-i; S. 
Alsaro Tl-t 15 raiv 9-4 tor Bg ftetoMtfj). 
Vk. MR PW*»). "fota: £850; £20, 1250 
£2flQDF; £2320 CSft £2535 Trio: C22B7U 

^bSTwWSI FONT (R MoQath) 7-4 
ter; 2. PrniYBhal B-2;a. Lima Street Btaae 
2D-1 B ran. vTb. tl ONai)B8Ki250:£12D[ 
£190. r9«l OF: £B7Q CSF: £135L THcast 
ETKBG T-io: £3350 NftGtejteon fttencay, 
72 * 1. 7HE GOPHER (W Nwstn) 5-i; 
2. Inchea3tech 7-4 3. General Pungo 6- 
4 tat 4 ran. I'A-yfr. (D WWieJIbtaESaa 
OF; £870 CSF: £823. 

• Kelso’s leading trainer, Maxy Rev- 
etev, was in fine form at the final 
meeting of the season at the Borders 
Kick when saddling a 90-1 treble 
through Country Orebal, Sandabar 

and Lijjpy Louise. Country Orchid 
and Lippy Louise were both ridden 


by Mis Reve ley’s promising condi- 
tional jockey Michael Naughton 
while Saudabar was partnered by 
Graham Lee. All three should have 
been ridden by stable jockey Peter 
Niven, but be is recovering from an 
operation on fris back and experts to 
be sidelined for about three months. 
Cbauuy Orchid loved the fast ground 
according to her trainer and may run 
once more before-tbe end of the sea- 
son on Saturday week. Mrs Reveiey 
said: “She is up against it with the 
handiespper as she is quite highly rat- 
ed. I don’t know if she can cany many 
penalties » she is quite small but her 
heart is certainly in the right place.” 
Sandabar was running for just the sec- 
ond lime for his present trainer hav- 
ing been previously under the care 
of Howard Johnson. 


Goodwood 


2.10 Porto Foricos 
2 j 40 Musatsal 

3.10 Faylk 


HYPERION 

3 jM Northern Sun 
4.10 Sbubrah 
4.45 Hall Tone (nb) 


Hmnnoo 294 08 (g m (buccwwiS 1S2*). Pat 

FAVOURTTES: 2D6 whs fcom 68 tacna fJ4.1%J- 
RUfjCHIB) HBST TIME: Nona 


A&J BULL MAIDEN STAJ^tOASS D) £5,000 added 
2. TO] 3YDim If Penalty Value £3,720 

04- BWmJN LAXB po^ P R — ^JaSl 

0 0 SUPBTCHg g45)^ft* ta Ute)J sate B 0 tewmws 

MKflSMTte'saaM 9 0 L Dettori 84 |C Qy») «»»*» W 9 ffln 
FORM GUIDE 

- , Mu h.nrhnim r iwr it ouL but wnatwnad insklo fcwl tuilcmg ta tm- 

atffiNd « 71 ntaten test Ocfabet Mateysi 

twia home nWh oin 121 beteid 

(tested on*pacBd. nkith of tt. 81 bate* ‘^crasta 

Mtam wtarti tea*4y. «es ridden orar ajeteandteri ^tor^dof 

land Gatacntaer at Keneten to *n rrtedea PORTO FOWCOS tradcad leat ters a na 

re To ] ROYAL SUSSEX REGIMENT FESTIVAL STAlSS (Usl- 
j 2.40 ( qjq (CLASS A) £20,000 tm 2f Penalty Value £14,820 

1 BSD- RtnWlXSOM (US^ (23R (P) fGod*rtn)Saeedt«iSirocr AB’G 

2 03042 NUSALSAL p9) [Uattun At Matoin) B 1fc4 8 g 

3 (Q03D- SH0TAKE^(CtaBte«oArtrBll48C 

4 MOG) F1AMETTA (Z7) fB H VaW C BrtUta 487 — -— rzn - JJSEz 

5 4QB0- U)MBYHBAm(Zte(gnPjj^P ^ DBBIWrtl<a7 _.NPotard4 

BETTING: 44 FattAi Son. 72 total** IM SMWta, 18-1 RweW, Lotay Heart 

1897: Gamano 4 8 8 M Nb 4-1 (G MftaBB) (tarn (R 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

ftLmWL SON ftte ev»y etenra over if out but «« »J»wa«l Stated 

ttwd ol i*«. a botexJ Ax Exproos in Group One Ctaesn SrabeVi Siakss a Aset* to 
SeowntaecMtetetatas rtdderr to load tedde teal tetonQ ,but tad rig no extra «b 
headed near fitah and firttaed second of tv eteed betmd hsababtetd Newmartet 
h m eontSUons states SMMafee made some herateay when ntf gMHu 
over 2f out and Meted lOh of 1\ ra behind Vflndsor Caslteai Aaot In &n Group 
■nroe race to Juna FteeiettB can» down the stand* tide straight and was Mways be- 
hind to taka seventh place, 171 behind AkrajeMaiak et 8andown im QrnLp Two race 

1« iwtath. LonMy Heart wae prorrtnwt over 8L tten taied oft JElfi of atal btfmd 

Taunt hi Aacot to im 41 handcap to Octabet 8«iecrion: FAITM^U-SON 


o m KIDSONS IMPEY TROPHY HANDICAP (CLASS 
J,IUI C) £12,000 added 7f Penalty Value £9,0B4 


1 WOO- CONCER UN fittf) (S) (Edgar LterDSCWBara 680 DaoaOT«l1 

2 31-MO CHEWTflR pJ^F) (BabnlfBSflLrMadlGLUfaorBfiOO CLOHtter* 

3 OOZOO JOHWfY STACCATO (19) POStedTTS ROSA«l4 94 -S Santas S 

4 30000 HACHSiJRSflAD f»8) (C){l*8ftjr»N Alan) W^n«*S4 J«Wd» 

5 06)20 AHTSWHaS (13) flflPQUwaa Partner UHEfltehas 592 ACM9 

8 2-C6B SALTY JACX (Sots Of ThoEarfiiRaangjV Scene 4 88 CfUfer3 

7 50223 BROUGHTONS TURMOQ. (4) (D) p Ifertw) B R Iftnan 9 8n RHagbasll 

B 2200 DMCV REGENT P7) (D) (fi M Cyra) C C^f 4 8 9 J Weaver 12 

9 TT1362 FAYK (11) (D) (BF) (Crita Biadtjry) A NmcortB 4 B 9 JQtan7 

8 014650 SHMPM> (18) (D)(LteGMltanrneniBi)RM Rower 883 — MartbDayaMB 

11 36300 PRMCE2AWO(7)P*9BSmra)CHcigBr4aO RFbandiB 

8 DOW IOCAUtB1AIft(J3^(D)(toATta*nteLSColtti97 B_ A McCarthy (3)2 

-12dadand- 

UnNam might M TOO. Tnn tendlcap mpt floca Murads 7 a 7Bt 
BETTING: 72 BtaagMua Ttemal, 02 Fey*, 0-1 Ctmatt, 7-1 Sa*y Jack. 9-1 Aitaraanoa, WM 
Oaedy Rqadt JabnV SMcctfo, 12-1 Concar Uo. Sharp tap; 14-1 BacbMon Fed, 2S-1 o0m 
1997: GeOfiB 68 5 D Bright 4-t lav (A BaSay) dwn (C) Bran 
FORM GUIDE 

Concer Un started atowty but was mabte to compete on terms and findwd 10th of 
■B HI behind Prtace Of DenM at Nawtwyaitnifhareftcapn October. Cheartl raced 
pnnbientfy ta gt to fintoi eighth of n Hf behnd Peartree House a Ungfieid m in 
MtBd Makes. Arterxerau led If and nddan 4f out but weakened over 21 out and 
caro home to of 12, 2V behnd Zimin rt tar handbep on (he eqtnracfc at UngMd 
SaRy Jack rafted over 2f out and had every chance if out, but found no extra to hrv 
isfi Wrd, 4‘tf behind, in 2mfn race BROUGHTONS TURUOU. M not tew much 
room 21 out after making headway ran on in final tofong to take triad place. ’,'J be- 
htod Bold Effort a Kompton rt Bt hanckap. Reyflt made headway on nsxte over 3f 
out, hartog every chance but was unable to quicken and firehed second ol 17. 7J be- 
hind Virtual Reatdy at Bath n yn handicap Sharp Imp dd not have 3 dear run over 
11 out isitt Inside final taking and was viable to recoveL fin&wig tim ol 17. 81 behrd 
-kaitey at ftlgfaon in Tf handcap SMeeSon: BROUGHTONS TLSMCSL 


3.40 


MOTAB1LITY21ST ANNIVERSARY HANDICAP (CLASS 
C) £10,000 added Im 4f Penalty Value £7,050 

1 232-0 DREAM OF Mmil (19) (D)lChs Brasher) A Smart 4 80 U Roberts 8 

2 64040- REITER OFFST (J23) (D] (Sr Enc Parker} Ws A ReneC 680 JRMd6 

3 00004 HAJR(te(toiaroAlMafcn«njEUitolop4 94 Ka Stays 

4 00602 NOHIHERNSUN(1S(jQhnNanpheysUd)TM94S13 T Guinn 1 

5 50001 STONE RDGE (Id) (MsCHvrngtonl RHanncn689|6o1 ita»O Nea2 

6 0306- BffAMOUS (US^ (J7S) (D) (kks B ttethers) R 0Sul'J3n5 £ d .. -N Petard (7) 7 

7 32000 URG9fTSNQF7 pi) (ALR Mortar) MPtrnsrtS 37 WRyan3 

8 8460- WBR0lllllflNGpS3)(Cq(MsM0teteMs3Gtateay778-llariin0«yer4B 

-Bdadarad- 

UmnunmigttTtt lab. TiuetanSsp weight Ur RrDwning7a9!b 
BEITWG: 7-a Hte 4-1 Btaer Oftac Northam Sua, W Stone tfidga, s-1 Dram Of Nunoi.101 
intancut, 101 Urgant SwBL 10-1 ft Breaming 
1907: Hoh Ejpcesa 5 9 3 K Dariey 20-1 0 Battno) (ton (7) 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Drawn of Kormf was soon chasrig taadar, but bund no artia at teal twtong. latch- 
big ssuarah of H 41 behnd American Whisper at Newmarket im 21 harvtcap to tone. 
Better Ofter to place a hatfwan but stayed on agari tor teal 2f to lake nmib place 
in 20-nmna- field. 181 btelnd huyati a Newmartiet in im 41 handsel. HAJR voa held 
14) in reac made headway 31 out and ran on wefl Inside final lutong to firudi fourth of 
14, 3 back In Amman Whaperta mca Northern Sim tracked leaders, leadng owr 
4t out, but was headed near finish, taking second place, a heal behmd Cdt Token a 
Not tto(? nan in ~tn2f (touted stah&s Stone Rldga chased leaders, swdcftng to left over 
if out and led wad mskte final tetong to dnaettea with Brardon Jack a Wmdsw to 
■O-runner im 2f firdted sakaa infamous raced p r umma r tl y » over if out but was 
soon beaten and came home sixth of 1CL Xfi baited South Eastern Fred n vnil nand- 
krapm the a> weather a WUvsrfBfTvtantr January of to year. SWaotfon: WJR 


A To I MARRJOTT GOODWOOD HOTS. CONQUEROR STAKES 
^■ IU| (Listed) (CLASS A) £18,000 Im Penalty Value £13,041 


6fl24 ULUCLABtE(Tq(OfD)pLa*)DBs«<ortfi5 90 TSptekal 

TU33- MUCH C0WIEM3B) (373 [A E CtpertiorHO G Ykagg 490 JIHBsfi 

40D0O PRB4AC2H(CtoaMnc4WJBtvta49D JIWdSB 


181-4 FFESTINIOG p^tHteRabnB CUB PCob3 8 5 T Qatar 2 

1 DOTAUZE(USA)pDHSKIto»HCeci3B2 -_J0utal4 

803 SHUHRAH (USA) (m (BF){Godotptin) Stead bn Sunar 382 5HUs3 

-fidedmd- 

BETTniG: 7-4 Stxdnii, M Ogtlatea, e-1 LB Cure, Hut* Cenmandtd, 7-1 FtasMog, ia-i 


1907;CWWBsI382AMcQcne01 (H CeO) dawn ft) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

ULLI CLAIRE was held up end shaken Lp 2f out but tan on one- paced to hash sulri 
of nira, 3'M behkid Nsnouahka a UngSokf to 7f £stod tees race Much Commanded 
wes unable to quicken In the ctong stages, but took ittef of K 51 behnd Quo Bela 
et DuaaeUoH in Jn Grotp The raco for mes In May last year. Prtona was atoy dose 
unM wetaateg over 2J out and conteg home to oi eight TO behind \bbim B Sultan 
a Nswmartel to yn W files race. Ffeetteiog Jed over 5t Jsrt finohed fart) ri sev- 
enJOl behind DaumtoQ Lady art Newbury n 7t Gnxto Three race last month DTgttaSxe 
t Blwt8«prariteBflt led at haltaray ted ran on stronMy to final lulong to wan 71 maid- 
an tees race at N o w mai tet beatog Betaytan by 31 to fidd o(16l Shuhrah (edgier 
5f and ws ha«l ridden to over If out but iratfe io qucken trishea vw tort to Nanoute- 
iraca Seleetlon: LLLI CLASTE 


4.45 


RACING CHANNEL APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £ 5,000 added 5f Penalty Value £3,485 
63206 TEAR WHITE (13^ (CD) (AW Laran 8 Co Lld)T 1*5480 — Xtae Hsctafi (7) 10 

326030 HAiFTWfffl^fD^fttaGMIsrrmemarjjRFtowSSS GRtetaer7B 

0C3SO ANQTHBtBKTCKWORTH(14)(D)PF)(UVKirby)EVUhedHE95 S Carton 3 B 

00404 fWa£Tracpi)PGQusta^SDW39J PDoe4 

34506 KRAII(13) M (MrsCACteta)MsPDiafiBkt491 D UcGaJBn (3) 5 

10240 JUST DSStDSfT (12) (Q (Ura C A HodgHfes) R MBalrai 6 9 1 — AMcteb(3)1 

440306 PIBN GA2 (FR) (21) (U R Pascal) J EnrijEr 5 B 9 - RStedholraeB 

00060 SHARPSTOCKf23)(ftsMFaibaim)RHsete5585 — HPHaalfi 

60008 RYWG HLROLD (I) [kWcotn PAJen] M Cterrm 584.. A Eddery 9 

80060 IBTNIQTr COOKE (2^ (HsS A Joyner} P Hodges 5 7 8 .C Cogent) 2 

-Mdwtaad- 

tfnintm might Tat 10b. Tom imOcap aaaght Mtag« Coolie 7st Sb 
BETTWft 74 to Orekto. 4-1 Another Bakterenii, 8-1 Wf Ibta 7-f Ttar IIMte. Facta Ti- 
gra, Aram. 0-1 Ryfcq terofd, 18-1 others 
1987: Hs8Ta»5 6 12 G LMgan 83 (RM Roaer) rte«n R 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Thar WMe was atoms promtoant ridden to onr2f out bttf teated ore-pacs* shtlh 
of 8 l 4’tf betand Bramble Bear at Ungfieid in 5f handcap, HALF TOIE (fid not have 
nwch mom over it out butr made headway tea) lurtor^ and ran on io take sewemh 
ptaae A'M bade in BramUe Bearb race Another Batchwonti led until over if cart, but 
weatenad trade final fitoor® and lirasted etfith of «. a behind Fhwaot* Joy at Soulh- 
wel to 5f handicap on Ssasand. Knm ran on to over 11 cut, finishing sixth of 8. 3 
betted Bobble March at M ctfi n gh e n i ai 6f apprarnice^ hmetcap, Jud Dteddent led 
urtl headed toeide ftoalfulong and was soon beaten comng hante 8th of IB, 61 be- 
lted Mngo ftilr at Beverley n 5f handcap. Snip Suck raced wnh leaders, hawng 
every chance over (f out, tutftotahed one- paced, eighth of 17. a baited Panda Flyer 
at Bath to sf hand a u last month Flying Harold was hampered aver it out made 
headway but eorid not get dssr rut tosria last and ran on to teeth 3 behnd Long- 
wick Lad to Bath to 17-nnrrarBf handcap S e l e c t i o n : HALF TONE. 


Goodwood 3.10 ^ 
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Shooting struggles to survive in sporting no man’s 


THIS week, for the Gist tune since 
a rail accident took my lower right 
aim five years ago, I fired a shotgun. 
Before anyone grimaces at the 
thought, I must stress that this did 
not involve popping off at wildlife. 

Arranged by Tbm Wmgham, a 
taxi driver from Kent who is currently 
the Greater London sheet shooting 
champion, it brought me into con- 
tact with folk who resent bitteriy the 
notion that their well-ordered sport 
has no place in a civilised society. 

Nobody was entitled to dismiss 
the total ban on handguns that re- 
sulted from the horror of Dun- 
blane as a knee-jerk reaction which 
intrudes upon civil liberty. The chill- 
ing death of those children and oth- 


ers recently in the United States 
make a powerful case against the . 
possession of firearms. 

There is no point in the agument 
that British shooters have distin- 
guished themselves in Olympic com- 
petition (Malcolm Cooper’s gold 
medal at the Seoul Games of 1988 
received a great deal of attention in 
newspapers and across the air- 
waves ). But calls for further-controls 
are in ignorance of definition. 


of die Clay Pigeon Shooting Associ- 
ation and helps advise shooting's 
liamentary lobby. “We are talking 
about a sport that appeals to people 
from aO walks of life,” he said, after 
observing my efforts at the Wfest Kent 


Shooting School where Michael 
Lynch is a most patient instructor. 

Thesou of a Durham collier, and 
retired from the Metropolitan Police 
with the rank of detective sergeant, 
Johnson hag heard nothing to sug- 
gest that the Home Office plans oth- 
er restrictions, but points out that it 
does not take an Act of Parliament 
to bring about conditional changes. 
“Dunblane was. so dreadful that to 
play it down would be utterly irre- 
sponsible,’ 1 Johnson added. “There 
was a Lot of understandable emotion 
involved, but why should I have to 
suffer David Mcflofs statement that 
anyone who shoots is a pervert?” 

I'm telling you all this with the 
blank air of a reporter, intending no 



KEN JONES 


miraWe code of conduct should be 
at risk from TP gni 'p i,lgtftrf public 
peroeptkm. “We’re not ruffians," 
Johnson added. 

But neither is the CPSA un- 
aware that shooting may convey a 
w Rambo n image. Anew code of dress 
introduced Last January forbids the 
wearing of mffitaiy fatigues and 
camouflage wear and “fcflTno longer 


insnit to people who would think it 
a measure of Government compe- 
tence if permission to shoot was 
struck from the statute book. 

Nevertheless, I find it difficult to 
accept that a sport conducted under 
strict supervision and with an ad- 


figures in the sport’s vocabulary. 

Mark Vessey, a BT telephone en- 
gineer from Kent who is taking part 
thisweek in the British Open cham- 
pionship at Blahdfbrd, wonders 
where the opposition to shoo ting will 
stop. Now 31. he began competing 
as a 16-year-okL There are no safer 
shooters than day shooters,” he said. 


rnu umuuwwQV) « v J 

the vast Countryside March, surged 
as a protest against the inroads be- 
ing made into rural life- “1 have put 

a lot into shooting.- Competition and 

practice take up a lot of nry tripe and 
there isn’t a great deal of sponsor- 
ship," he added. “Apart from golf, I- 
have no interest in other sports, and 
can't be bothered to watch football, 
so I- was disappointed when shoot- 
ing came under threat- Of course, you 
can't minimise what happened at 
D itnhl«n#t and earlier at HunpsnOfd, 
but the people who did those terri- 
ble things were certifiable."' ' 
Mixing with shooters at Pad- 
dock Wood last week, I was again 
.aware of their comradeship. John- 


son said: “You help each other - a 
bit of advice here, a bit there. And, 
of course, safety is paramount. 
Johnson gets the. impression- 

small signs”- that some MPs 

who voted for last year’s Firearms 
Bill are beginning to have second 
thoughts. “But it’s done now and 
we’ve got to get on with the job of 
s piring the sport's future.” he said. 

“Shooting well at your own level 
brings a sense of accomplishment 
You shoot, have a cup of tea, per- 
haps a pint on the way home, and 
lode your gun. away until the next 


time.” . 

. A dangerous obsession? Hardly. 
As Johnson says, he would sooner 
sleep with a woman than a firearm. 


Now Hollioake 


has to cope with 


pressure factor 


Cricket 


By Derek Pringle 


1 NO SOONER have England 
appointed a new captain than 
the spotlight of doubt falls on 
another. Tvo captains were al- 
ways a good idea while Eng- 
land's one-day side was 
undergoing change. 

But change is a first moving 
force in limited-overs cricket 
and, with the shape of the team 
metamorphosing almost, as 
quickly, Adam Hollioake finds 
his position under pressure. 
Whether he accepts it or not, 
and Hollioake rarely accepts the 
current orthodoxy, he is a leader 
whose trial begins today, against 
South Africa in the first Texaco 
Trophy one-day international at 
his home ground of The OvaL 

His opponents are formida- 
ble. With 18 wins from 22 games 
over the past year, South Africa 
are currently the best one-day 
side in the world, and the three- 
match examination facing Hol- 
lioake- whose tally after a poor 
showing in the West Indies now 
reads won 5, lost 4 - is likely to 
prove the most rigorous of his 
captaincy career. 

“When I go home at night, 
I don’t feel as if Tra on trial,” 
said Hollioake after yesterday’s 
practice. “Yet everyone tells 
me I am. So I suppose I am." 

“I don’t think anyone ex- 
pected me to be the finished ar- 
ticle at 26. One of the reasons 
1 was made captain in the build- 
up to the World Cup is that h 
would be a learning process. If 
I don’t learn from what hap- 
pened in the West Indies, I'm 
wasting everyone’s time." 

He could be slightly indis- 
posed even before a ball is 
bowled, should Graham 
Thorpe, England’s most con- 
sistent one-day batsman, fail a 


fitness test on a back spasm this 
morning. 

It is not the first time that 
Thorpe - who suffered the 
spasm on Sunday during a rou- 
tine fielding drill - has been af- 
flicted, and he suffered 
something similar during the 

Barbados Tfest Although that 
appeared to dear up, he re- 
turned home early to rest the 
complaint which, according to 
England’s physiotherapist 
Wayne Morton, is a problem 
that probably stems from a dis- 
placed facet joint in the player’s 
lower back. 

Nasser Hussain, a player 
David Graveney said was dose 
to selection Last weekend, is 
standing by and will almost 
certainly play should Thorpe fail 
to recover in time. 

Hussain has never made a 
secret over his annoyance at be- 
ing overlooked for one-day 
cricket A fine fielder and an 
adaptable batsman, .his tally of 
just 12 appearances has non- 
plussed many. *Tm not exactly 
angry at missing out” he said 
after his call-up. “When Eng- 
land play the pinch-hitting op- 
tion the whole country is batting 
for just two or three places. It's 
a hard team to break into. 

“I know they haven't fina- 
■ lised the World Cup squad and 
that it’s open to anyone. If I get 
my chance hopefully Til grab it 
I've never played against South 
Africa before. So it will be nice 
to see their bowlers, whether it’s 
watching Thorpey bat, or actu- 
ally being there myself.” 

The theory behind Hussain’s 
probable inclusion, despite the 
disparity in the pair's batting av- 
erages - Thorpe 40, Hussain 
19 3 - is that he will replace like 
with like; a man to manoeuvre 
the ball when the field is spread, 
after the pinch-hitters like Nick 
Knight and Chris Adams have 



tnowf 


Ijpmfn 


*35? 


the:*. 

Mfuijca! adv iy , \ 4 


Not what youd expect from a computer magazine! 










inflicted some damage in the 
first 15 overs. 

Tying to curtail the pyrotech- 
nics of South Africa’s pinch-hit- 
ter, Lance Husener, will be the 
job of the returning newball pair 
of Darren Gough and Chris 
Lewis. Hamstrung by a lack of 
choice in what was a bevy of 
medium-pacers in the West In- 
dies, Hollioake feels that he is . 
better equipped to make things 
happen in the field. 

Apart from the beige pitch, 
a surfece South Africa’s captain, 
Hansie Cronje, yesterday de- 
scribed as “awesome,” The 
Oval is a Large ground and 
England may be tempted to add 
further to their variety of 
bowlers by playing both spe- 
cialist spinners. If they do, 
Matthew Fleming could be the 
unlucky man to miss out, 
though Thorpe’s injury will 
postpone the final selection 
until this morning. 

The slow drip pressure of 
speculation has conspired to 
downgrade many a career. Hot- 
lioake, a man who appears to 
thrive on pressurej is adamant 
that he is not one of those who 
will be affected. 

“Pressure is something you ■ 
put on yourself I don’t feel any 
at the moment. In fact, the mo- 
ment my game feels good and 
I'm confident of my captaincy. 
Why should I think negatively?" 
Why indeed? 

BKGUUID (pratabla): N VKnighLA JStow- 


Hrt (wktt C J Attarra, D L Mndcht N Hub- 
. sain. A J Hoftwho (capftM A Eamam, c C 
. Lewis, D Goujfv R D B Croft, A F Giea. 
SOUTH AFRICA (probable): G Kirsten. G 
FJLfebertJoru L Kktsoner, J H Kafc. 0 J 
CuHnan, W J Gonja (capl), J N Rhode* S 
MPotock. MV Boucher [wkQ-P L Syntax, 
A A Donald 


# Yorkshire expect' to have 
around 2,000 tickets available 
on the day of the match for the 
third Texaco Trophy one-day in- 
ternational between England 
and South Africa at Heading- 
ley on Sunday. 



The England selector Mike Gatting watches Chris Lewis warm up at The Oval yesterday Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


Scoreboard 


Slater finding his feet again after broken hand 


First-class matches 

ftota&fotene 

Cambridge University v Durham 
FEWSrS: Durian bt Canbridga Untvorrity 
bytSnn. _ _ 


DM not bee *H M X arih M A SMkh 0 H Bram 
G WWdi tT Aon. tl D Edmond E 5 H GKWre. 
TAKumon 


By Myles Hodgson 


O owUny C RCMwWiM. Bynw SO-TI-O; 
Foam B-1-aWk ugrtfoal B-1-3Z-0: Gwtand 


OUMAM - FM taatae* 270 far 3 doc (M A 
GooqH Q&SHutftmXKQ- 
CAWMKE IWWERSfnr - Hnrt faring* 1 1B 
(S J E Bam (M7J 

DURHAM - Second Mm 1SB lor 1 dw at 

oerntfi low W E Morta no «4 

CAMBRIDGE UTflVERSJTY - Sacand toning* 


OXFORD UHVERSTTY - Swoond tantag* 

JAUMoArecHgmpbRtMel 44 

D A Lockhart c Bad b QMdrts — — 7 

NQPKHcSubbPOMl ——6 


awByrnanttoui 

■JAGRJtoncOrtab Smith 2 

CG R Lnhttoat net out -27 

BUna(l*q - S 

■fatal (tor 4, 49 avan) m 

M 1-32. 2-S7. 3-62. 4-7V 

DM not bac J T Patet C H C Parts* fj P B 

BaimRQBknLSHFaBaai 

among: Brown B- 1-31-0: GMdto r-2-23-1, 

Smttl 1S-B-17-1: Fowl 9-5-W2: WMdlB-1-11-0: 

Hamp 4.1-ai-O; ObUst 1-04-CL 

Umpim: NT Flam and N Cowtoy 


JPPjemantcOaleybF^aps _13 

S J W Lm c RMp> b Kfam o 

■O JHujFwscGootpbFfiAp* 27 

atUawndflabwbSvpWioicM — -—....6 

WJHaunicKBaal b Brown EC 

P J MafW b Gough ,_.T2 

MM Mohmwrwdb FWp» 42 

BJG*w cPaHbDuley 33 

1M J Ua c OouBh b Phbpa 2 

J P LOM not ait 7 

P ASchnflarcSKi b Saule tz 

Extra* Q37. btS. «w4) - -23 
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eyrangron 7-1 -27-1: PhBoa 24-H-SS4; Soria 
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Oxford University v Warwickshire 
THE PARKS: MMeb drown. 

WARWICKSHIRE - Rial batfciga 307 tar 7 doc 
[TFroM ITtno^ 

OXFORD IMVBiSITY - FM lirim 2SB tar 
9 doe (JAM Uofns 7& R Gartond 56 no). 

WARWICKSHIRE -Swroodtaninga 
romriitft 64 tar H 

£j P Oadar not «x4 133 

UJAaroAcLOatoolb Gotland sm 

□ L hBtep not not — 50 

Extras -».»« —8 

fatal port da* Movon) 220 

Mb 1-78. 


Starting today 
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ampton: Nonftampiianahire * Q tan wtg m 
fatrion: Sameraot « Sum: Honhan: Butoox 
v Driiytfaa C d a b —t aw: ftfcndckihtrogm- 


ENGLAND have denied the 
cricket public of Horsham the 
opportunity of witnessing Chris 
Adams' bitter reunion with 
Derbyshire today, but the Sus- 
sex spectators will instead see 
a player equally determined to 
make his mark on this week's 
Championship encounter. 

Adams, the Sussex captain, 
misses a potentially explosive 
confrontation with his former 
county, which he left during the 
winter following the contro- 
versial departure of captain 
Dean Jones' last season, be- 
cause of his call-up into Eng- 
land’s Ibxaco Trophy squad. 

But while Adams’ desire to 
overcome Derbyshire is moti- 
vated by the recriminations and 
arguments which marked his fi- 
nal season, Michael Slater is 
equally determined to make . 
his mark. 


. Brought in as Derbyshire’s 
overseas player foDowing Saeed 
Anwar's withdrawal with in- 
ternational commitments, the 
Australian opener suffered a 
miserable start to his county ca- 
reer by breaking a bone in his 
left hand during the opening 
Championship match of the 
season against Nottinghamshire . 
a month ago. 

But a superb 68 from 81 de- 
liveries against Leicestershire in 
yesterday’s AXA victory in only 
his second innings back has un- 
derlined Slater’s desire to enjoy 
a prolific season and cement his 
placeatthe top of Australia's or- 
der for this winter's Ashes series. . 

The Championship leaders, 
Surrey, wiD hare their crede ntial 
tested by England withdrawals, 
which have deprived them of 
Adam Hollioake, Alec Stewart 
and Graham Thorpe for their 
trip to Somerset while third- 
placed Yorkshire must tackle 
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Edwards 

charged 

with 

assault 


Rugby League 


By Dave HadfieW 


Gloucestershire without their 
main spearhead, Darren Gough. 

Graeme Hick, overlooked for 
the Texaco series, wQl be trying 
to prove a point for Worcester- 
shire against Middlesex at 
Uxbridge with the Worcester- 
shire coach. Bill Alhey, wanti- 
ng a big improvement after 
their 103-run AXA defeat by 
Sussex on Thesday. 

Warwickshire, who moved 
into fourth place with an innings 
victoiy over Derbyshire last 
week, welcome back their cap- 
tain, Brian Lara, after he missed 
their friendly against Oxford 
University to attend a meeting for 
international captains at Lord’s. 

His return against Notting- 
hamshire will strengthen a War- 
wickshire line-up deprived of 
Ashley Giles and Nick Knight, 
who are on England duty, and 
Tim M union, who is still not fit 
to play his first Championship 
match of the season. 


THE FORMER Great Britain 

captain, Shaun Edwards, and his 

Bradford Bulls team-mate, Tahi 
Reitiana, have been charged 
with assault following an inci- 
dent outside a pizza parlour. 

The pair win appear before 
Bradford Magistrates on 15 
June. New Zealander Reihana 
was charged last week, whilst Ed- 
wards went voluntarily to Odsal 

police station on Tuesday nighL 

The Bradford chairman, 
Chris Caisley, said that the dub 
were holding their own inves- 
tigation into the incident. 

The Salford coach, Andy 
Gregpiy, has said he considered 
resigning because of the latest 
refereeing controversy in which 
he finds himself embroiled. 

Gregory has been called into 
the Rugby League on a date still 
to be fixed to discuss allegedly 
abusive remarks aimed at the 
referee, Steve Gaoson, during 
the game against Sheffield Ea- 
gles last Sunday. 

The former Great Britain 
scrum-half said that he had de- 
rided to stand-down, but had 
been persuaded to stay on by his 
coaching staff at The Willows. 
Gregory has been in trouble be- 
fore over comments directed at 
referees. 

Eric Hughes, the coach St 
Helens sacked in January 1996, 
has returned to the dub as op- 
erations manager. Hughes, who 
departed amid some acrimony 
and was later sacked after a sea- 
son in charge at Wigan, null have 
special responsibility for de- 
veloping young talent, an area 
in which he is highly regarded. 

Shaun McRae, who suc- 
ceeded him as coach, is con- 
tracted until the end of this 
season and Saints are due to talk 
to him about the possibility of 
an extension in July. - 

The London Broncos have in- 
sisted they are serious about 
signing the rugby union players, 
Zi nzan Brooke and Kyran 
Bracken, to bolster their slow- 
starting Super League campaign. 

Brooke ison the books of the 
Broncos' landlords, Harlequins, 
but has yet to play for them, while 
Bracken, the Saracens and Eng- 
land scrum-half, will undergo 
shoulder surgery on Monday. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


175 


The nurtoer of entrants for 
the British Womerfs Am- 
ateur Golf Championship 
at Little Aston next month. 
The target of a place h the 
Britain and Ireland team to 

defend the Curtis Cup in 
America In August has 
helped attract this year's 
record entry. 
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Scots take hard 
road to France 


Football 


By PMl Shaw, 

Jn New fork 


; ; SCOTLAND’S- World Cup 
I ■ . hopefuls flew inio New Jersey 
i yesterdayto find Frank Sinatra’s 
T-" tone state at a virtual standstill 
\ as a nation was transfixed by his 

. funeral. There was no ticker- 
-rape welcome and no clamour- 
Jl'camera crews, which suited 
Craig Brown’s purposes per- 
- J TfecUy . - - 

The Scotland manager, a 
*' self-confessed fen of Ol’ Blue 
‘ Eyes (although he has a tongue- 
jv\\ ip-cheek preference for the 
Cafedbhian crooner called Syd- 
neyDevine,who imitaies Sina- 
tra); is hoping for 10 days out 
/of the spotlight as he prepares 
his squad for France 98. 


They will emerge only twice 
tram their training camp at 
Summit, New Jersey, to play 
friendly matches against Colom- 
bia in the Giants Stadium at 
nearby East Rutherford on Sat- 
urday and the United States in 
Washington DC a week later. 

Brown brought his squad to 
the US to play the same oppo- 
nents prior to Euro 96. Both 
games were lost, but he has 
learned from the experience. 

“On that trip we made an 
undertaking that everyone 
would get a game. This time the 
emphasis will be on the ones we 
expect to be playing [in France]. 

“We were massively experi- 
mental against the US. Our 
midfield three were Darren 
Jackson, Eoin Jess and Scot 
GemmilL Then when we played 
the Colombians we used Gary 


I 


Forest angered by 
Anderlecht ruling 


. By Alan Nixon 

■ THE Nottingham Forest chief 
executive, Phil Soar, has react- 
:v id angrily to the news that 
/‘/Anderlecht could yet be al- 
lowed a place in next season’s 
. . ' Uefe Cup. 

The Belgian dub were orig- 
in ally banned from European 
competition for a year by Uefe, 
European football’s ruling 
body, after admitting bribing the 
referee of their 1984 Uefe Cup 
semi-final against Forest. But 
the Court of Sports Arbitration 
haloid Uefe that its executive 
committee was not competent 
to rule on the bribery charge. 

The tribunal has overturned 
the ban, although Uefe has yet 

- . to indicate whetberit will abide 

by the decision. Forest bad 
campaigned to take Ander- 
‘ lecht’s place in next season’s 
Uefa Cup. and Soar said: “We 
find it inconceivable that those 
responsible might be able to 

- avoid any sanction or punish- 
ment for acting in away that un- 
dermines the whole ethical and 
moral base of the game.” 

Manchester United are ready 

Premiership’s 
record crowds 


ATTENDANCES at Premier 
League matches passed the 11 
njj^oa mark this season for the 
hist time since the Premiership 
was reduced to 20 clubs as the 
game’sjpopularity kept growing. 

. The biggest increase was at 
Deity (up 627 per cent). Pro- 
moted sdes Barnsley (up 62.46), 
Bolton {up 53.88) and Crystal 
fttfoce (up 36J57) also had large 
rises despite being relegated. 

Manchester Uni led attracted 
more than a million spectators 
to a ground for the first time (up 
0.61 per cent to 1,048,185). • 


to abandon their pursuit of 
Marc-Vivien Foe, the Cameroon 
and Lens midfielder, after their 
final bid of around £5m was re- 
jected. United’s chairman, Mar- 
tin Edwards, said the acquisition 
of Fo6 is “looking increasingly 
unlikely''. The French dub are 
believed to be asking for £8m- 

Everton have set up a swap 
deal for the Derby County mid- 
fielder, Lee Carsley. Howard 
Kendall, the Goodison Park 
manager, is willing to trade the 
centre-half Craig Short back to 
his old club for Carsley, a Re- 
public of Ireland international. 
Both players are rated at 
around £2-5m. 

Kendall is also willing to put 
Nick Barmby, a Derby target 
last season, into the package - 
although he would want a cash 
adjustment for the former Eng- 
land international. 

The Zambian-born Man- 
chester City midfielder Jim 
Whitley, who was named this 
week in the Wales squad to face 
Malta and Tunisia in friendlies 
next month, has chosen to re- 
main pari of the Northern Ire- 
land set-up instead. 


McAllister, Stuart McCall and 
John Collins, who were our 
first-choice players. 

“We played very well in that 
game and missed two great 
chances which would have giv- 
en us a 2-0 lead before f Fausti- 
no] Asprilla scored the winner.” 

Scotland have not won any of 
their three games since qualify- 
ing for the finals, though Brown 
said he was not unduly con- 
cerned. “We played well in 
France and lost to a fate penal- 
ty, then played poorly against 
Denmark and Finland when we 
have a lot of players unavailable. 
Of course we want to win. but it’s 
not all-important. I’ve learned 
that in international matches 
there’s do such thing as a friend- 
ly. You're always assessed as if it’s 
a competitive fixture/ 

Brown acknowledged that 
Scotland had chosen relatively 
difficult warm-up opponents, 
both of whom have qualified for 
France. The US were “no 
longer football novices”, while 
he had watched a videotape of 
Colombia drawing 0-0 with Yu- 
goslavia despite being down to 
10 men for an hour. “We could 
have gone to Europe for our ac- 
climatisation, played Cyprus 
and Malta and got two wins. But 
it wouldn’t have benefited us.” 

Scotland have brought two 
players, John Collins and Andy 
Go ram, who are earning in- 
juries. Collins, the Monaco 
midfielder, has a chipped bone 
in a toe and missed ids club’s fi- 
nal French League match. 

Goram, the Rangers goal- 
keeper, has a hamstring strain 
which Brown describes as “a 
legacy of the Scottish Cup final”. 
His indisposition means that 
Scotland may give a rare start- 
ing appearance to their third- 
choice keeper. Wimbledon’s 
Neil Sullivan, against Colombia. 
• Iran sacked their coach, 
Tomislav Ivic, yesterday - just 
three weeks before the start of 
the World Cup finals. The 
Croatian was dismissed after the 
national team lost 7-1 to the Ital- 
ian club. Roma, in a warm-up 
match on Tuesday. He is to be 
replaced by the squad's techni- 
cal adviser, Jalal Talebi. a for- 
mer Iranian international. 
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h JJy; is to reman tithe Sussex show- 
ground fr! 1999 and 2000. 

Football 

BfcmtaTOm Ctty hare started work on 
a £t4m stand at thek Railway End 
wtteb wS r^se the ffoundb capacity 
to over 30000 

Endandhare {topped one pfece to fifth • 
in to Ftta world rankings. 8ra2S, Ge^ 
msry and the Czech RepUafc are sH 

MmiMtoe mowsd ahSrfB^nd 

Stephen Pears, who made more than 
350 first-team appearances In goal tor 
Mddtesfarough, Is to rejoin TO ctobaa 
a coach atthe new footbal academy. 

Vlttftofd have appotoad Howard Wtete 

as chief awcutive. Vtfefis, 5t ts currenfly 

cMafoGBCufiveofTOUKSpcrtsCouv 

d and wr* taka 193 his position in Jufy. 

Bolton are hofcfina talks with TO West 
Brorrich Atom strfeer Bob Th^or. who 
had loan speOs with TO dub tHa sea- 
son, about a permanent move. 

Georg Hristo^ TO B an^str fcggwas 

sentwlcxtdd^adBfen*r1nStecfr 

doriafe 1-0 defeat to Canada In a 
jriendy international in Toron to. The 
Brentford forward Ffiafi Thompson 
scored TO winning goaL 


TUNISIA PROVISIONAL WORLD CUP 

SQUAD: ( 
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Hockey 

WOMEN’S WORLD CUP (Utrecht) Grom A: 
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tanj 1 : Jfaea 1 Areentna a 
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Pitched battle: New York Yankees and Baltimore Orioles players fight during their game at Yankee Stadium 


Photograph: Reuters 


Feathers fly as Baltimore Orioies plummet again 


Baseball 


By Andrew Marshall 

in Washington 

THE Baltimore Orioles, pride of 
the north-eastern city and of 
Washington DC have barely hit 
anything this season. But they 
managed a few good hits on Tues- 
day night It was just a shame that 
the contacts were knuckle on jaw. 
Baseball is a sport that rarely 


sees violence of any kind, but a 
match between the Orioles and 
the New York Yankees at Yan- 
kee stadium erupted into chaos 
after the Orioles pitcher caught 
a Yankee with a pitch aimed 
squarely at the body. The Yan- 
kees owner, George Stein- 
brunner, called it “the worst 
brawl I’ve seen in 25 years”. 

The fuss started when 
Benue Willi ams hit a three-run 
homer to put the Yankees clear 


in the eighth inning. Armando 
Benitez, the Orioles’ relief 
pitcher, hit Tino Martinez in the 
hack with his next pitch, and the 
game went crazy. Players leapt 
from the Yankees dug-out and 
ran to the pitchers' mound, 
where Benitez challenged Dar- 
ryl Strawberry. Strawberry land- 
ed one on him, and fights broke 
out. Five players were ejected, 
including Benitez and Straw- 
berry. More may be suspended. 


Benitez has been involved in 
a fight before, and had landed 
a baD on Martinez three years 
ago, felt undoubtedly part of the 
reason for the violence was Bal- 
timore’s frustration. The Orioles 
had been ahead until the eighth 
i nnin g, and then - as so often 
lately - seemed to throw it away. 
The Yankees won 9-5, strength- 
ening their position at the top of 
the American League East, and 
sending the Orioles down to bot- 


tom position. They have had an 

increasingly painful season, with 
six successive losses. Yet this is 
the team that has the highest 
player payroll in major league 
history, at $743m (£45m). 

•An attempt by the author Tom 

Clancy to buy the Minnesota 
Vikings NFL team looks over. 
Clancy, who wrote Cold War 
classics like The Hunt For Fed 
October. , reportedly plans to 
withdraw his $20Gm (f 120m) fed. 


John’s short-term tour job 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 


ACCORDING to the latest 
joke doing the rounds in the val- 
leys, the difference between 
Welsh rugby afrd the Mfllenni- 
um Dome is that the farmer will 
definitely be finished come the 
year 2000. Yesterday, Terry Cob- 
ner and his beleaguered man- 
agement team asked Dennis 
John, the successful Pontypridd 
coach, to undertake an urgent 
reconstruction job on a shat- 
tered national outfit while em- 
phasising the strictly temporary 
nature of his appointmenL 
Those Welshmen who con- 
fidently expected Mike Rud- 
dock. the former Swansea coach 
to be named as a full-time suc- 
cessor to the recently departed 
Kevin Bowring were barking up 
the wrong pit shaft Cobner, the 
national director of rugby, 
agreed that Ruddock was in the 
frame, but added that a world- 
wide search was underway for 
the “best coach money can 
buy". Two southern hemisphere 
big guns, Graham Henry of 
Auckland and All Blacks assis- 
tant coach Gordon Hunter, 
head the new pecking order. 


Pools dividends 

BRITTENS Itebte chancK 23pts E1DSWG 22 
£2000 21 etas. Four am EH2Q BgM 
tow ED9 Sl She E2S3Q 
ZETTBIS TkabM cfaanc* 23pta S*WSC 82 

£2SIQ21 !22&2DC03&SlxMMD«6e Mm 

- - lOQMd 


taw* W0Q Fnr«tn DIM Al (knazipb 

B2S 2D cosa Lucfcy nHRibani 1 W T7 9 21 a 

LfTTLEWOODS chattel 23oh> 

£6442230 23 06511 21 £2085. 20 E455. 

tfaoe iMk 23pts C427836& Four drew* 

CT2S Mm homo EM820 Six mays C7B0a 

VERNONS TtaMft cMooe WS,<710a 

Z3 £50075 22 £53U& 

Rowing 

Oxford and Cambridge have ap- 

poevtod new presidents of their boat 

ciubs. Carnfcridge have elected Brad 

CromUe, a 27-year-old Canadten, 

whOe Oxford have chosen a 21 -year- 

old Brtan, Charlie Humphreys. 

Rugby League 

For pfaysre from TO Qasoow dub 

Cental Centurions are in ihe Scotland 

squadtomeetlreiandinTOfirstam- 

atetr rugby league i n ternation al to be 

staged north ofTO border. The sides 
meet et Befisiand PaiK Klmamodt. on 
Saturday. 30 May. 

SCOTLAND AMATEUR SQUAD: ItaORMMcn, 
Horae (betfiSasgourNcrtifc BbtM, bran, 
tOng (a» KinlcM): Corrigan, fBdSUx W— ■ 
(al Umnd VStey); Lyoo, Mansoc. Kow*rf, 
CronAcf (M Cantiai CanturiomJ; Donaghy, 

Andmoo, Coflta (M WNMCratga}, WDaon 

(L W togoa^. Hmro (Edriaurtfi). 


Their emergence gives John's 
appointment a distinctly care- 
takerish fee], although the hon- 
est toiler from Sardis Road did 
not sec it quite like that on tak- 
ing over the reins yesterday. “I 
woke up this morning and 
thought ‘You’re in the big time 
now' ” he said. “1 look upon this 
as a big honour for my feinDy and 
myself I'm excited at the chal- 
lenge and I’m convinced that we 
haw the right kind of 100 per 
centers in our squad to make a 
go of things this summer" 

John will lead an inexperi- 
enced 30-man party featuring 10 
uncapped players on an unfor- 
giving six-match tour of Zim- 
babwe and South Africa later this 
month. No fewer than 16 fronl- 
lincrs, including Neil Jenkins and 
Scott Gibbs, declared them- 
selves unavailable for injury rea- 
sons but intriguingfy enough, 
there have been no complaints 
from south of the equator, even 
though both Lions turned out for 
their dubs last weekend. Under- 
strenglh squads are deemed 
worthy of international chas- 
tisement only if they happen to 
be English, it seems. 

Mass cry-offs have resulted 
in sudden promotions for the 
two young Neath props, Darren 


Rugby Union 

The International Rigby Board has ap- 
pointed Stephen Baines as Its chief 
executive cfllcec Baines, who became 
lha first ertsf executive of TO EngSsfi 
Hockey Association last Jme, wll lake 
up his new post next month. 

The South African Ftogby Footbal 
Union broke bind ing co ntracts when 
it fired former Springbok coach Care! 
duPtessteandtfeassistaniGertSmal, 
a medafion cound bedded yesterday. 
The French international Laurent Ca- 
bames, 34, has quit Harlequins to join 

TOir ABed Dwbar Premiership rivals 

rechmond. 

Skiing 

The Intemalicina] Ski Federation pres- 

ident Marc Hotter has resigned after 
47 years in charge, saying d was time 
tor someone ebe to toad skingS most 

powerfeibodytothonartmaenrium 

Speedway 

Qrart McDonald has been caled ip tar 

hfe Wsmatlonal debut The l&yBar-oici 

Glasgow player is TO only new cap in 
TO Bigiand Under21 squadto take on 

Scotland in Tests at Edntugh, Berwick 

and Qasgav next month. 

ENGLAND UTTOER-21 SQUAD: Laflbara [Es- 

n. capoH: Mcfcob flpsudeh): Hchatimn 

“ ' Compton (Shetfiaicn; MoOomM 

Hom (rttofborauflW: Lm, WHaon 


Morris and Ben Evans, and a 
bristling brood of pacey back 
three specialists, including 
David Weatherley and Richard 
Rees of Swansea, Darril 
Williams and Garan Evans from 
Llanelli and Lenny Woodard of 
Ehbw Vhle. There is no room 
for either Mike Vqyle or Kings- 
ley Jones, two members of this 
season’s half-baked Five Na- 
tions pack, but there are recalls 
for two Lions, Scott Quinnell 
and Barry Williams, as well as 
the brilliant ArweJ Thomas. 

There is no guarantee that 
Rob Howley, still rated the 
best scrunj-balf in Europe, will 
retain the captaincy. John plans 
to consult senior players before 
making his choice of leader. 

Meanwhile, dive IMjodwanJ 
called up a sixth prop, the 
Gloucester loose-head and oc- 
casional captain Tbny Windo, for 
England’s trip to Australia, New 
Zealand and South Africa. 

WALES SQUAD (to tour Zimbabwe and 
South Africa): Backs: D Waath art e y 
rSwanaani D WUams (Ltaneto. W Proctor 
QJandl) G Evans (UanalX R flora (Seenmo). 
L Woodard (B)bw vaJH D Jamai [Pen. 
typnden, A Ba tsm an rRfctmondj, l Oavtom 
ICanlfg, M Ihytor (Swanwal A Thomas 
(Swansea). B Hayward (EUwAtoaL 


McCullough struggles to 
stay on target for title tilt 


Davtoa 


(Swansea). B WIBams (Mdanond). A Home 
tSameeaj. P Arnold (SwanaeaX I Cough (N»» 
peri). M Jones (H*w VWa). H Apoteyard 
iSwansoo}. N Thomaa (Bam). C Chanrla 
(Swansea). M WWIlama (Pomyprttld), S Ooto- 
n#U (FUwnond), C Wyatt (UanBflT), 


and Dlckan (bI HUQ. 

Sumo 


Boxing 


ULSTER’S w^yne McCullough 
stayed on course for a world 
title attempt, but only after 
strqggUqg to a split points de- 
cision over the^ veteran Juan Polo 
Perez in Corpus Christi, Texas. 

McCullough, the World 
Boxing Council's No 1 chal- 
lenger, wants to fight Mexico’s 
super-bantamweight champi- 
on, Erik Morales, later in the 
year, but will have to improve 
after his 10-round bout with the 
Colombian. 1 

Perez, stopped in two rounds 
by Naseem Hamed in 1995, 


shocked the ^Pocket Rocket” 
with his early assaults and the 
judges’ scoring could hardly 
have been closer, with two vot- 
ing for McCullough. 95-94, and 
one for the Colombian, 95-94. 

The former world super-fly- 
weight champion Perez was ex- 
pected to offer little threat to 
McCullough, but the former 
bantamweight title holder fin- 
ished with a cut at the top of his 
head after the gruelling contest. 

Having been warned for low- 
blows, the 27-y ear-old McCul- 
lough was deducted a point in 
the ninth, but furious final- 
round assaults, and his work-rale, 
may have given him the verdict. 


Late attack pays off for Miceli 


10RAHJTQURNA*Btrotjkyol 11th 

Kctohaa»nB (*mn a tel 6) bt Kuswrairl 

^ Trao *3 t»-fcta (W); Asm*ho (ta) « 

AMohu (1-0; Oefma t* Note (7-4): 
kyokuahuzan (8-3) a KftatechidoW (3-B): 
<AwmBao(7-<)aMUaLKTl(t-7l;HBonauTiP’ 

9aftotjyu(5^:(ftramrftB^9UWt*aro- 

Jo (W»; Vxhnowka a Gwyut®: Geforo 

to nato i (4-7); KoKnarato p-a a 


M a 0^1?^: CNyottloMM) 


«nw«ana M; Stoftrima (7-^ a KuMl 
^a/fadtoanada M bi MnaoM AM- 


s&z 

tram . 

p-£»;Hao^aaVWraawnaJM); 
m M tt (Asashknvu ’Btan^ana (B3 

aramyutNa $Q;AtaDoro (B-a bn*eor*a 

P<3) Juyo OMsore Kyekywtw (7-« a KHalyB- 

me [7-f ; TfcMKwrrt &S) a ’tomato (VQ- 

Swimming 

The Irish triple Otympic champion 
kichetecteBrifehaswkhctawnTrom 
this weekertok French nationai champ- 

ionships as she is cxrrentfy under iiv 

vesfi(jation for ategedy tampering 

with a urine sample 

Australa^ top coaches are trying to 

tiave Ctina bamed from next ysate 

Pan PadfcchampkjnshipsinSyriTey 

unfess an tovestigatkjn is canted out 

Wo ategations ofwktespread drug use 

by Chinese athtetes. 

Tennis 

The British pieyere, Andrew nchardson 

and Martin Lae; were beaten in TO 


Cycling 


NICOLA MICELI finished 
three seconds clear of the pelo- 
ton following a timely dow nhill 
attack two kilometres from the 
finish line to win yesterday’s 
fourth stage of the Giro dTtalia. 

The Ukrainian Sergei 
Gontchar just retained the pink 
jersey, holding on to a one-sec- 


French Open quaifying competition 

yesterday. 

MBfSWORreiEAMCUPtD nton to n i»Sra»- 
dan 1 AiMit M Ripp&aali (ALto tt J ^oft- 
man (Swe) 63 H U Nonran (Swe) to M 
WtodfcKfe(Aua)6-26&CascfiRM>ubac2l)S 
(t S DcB 0 dd(GiFtep)blJ Cooler ftJS)&3 6-1; 
P Nads (Cr Rap) U M Chang 7-6 3S &3 
■erSORMC PBtXfSl PWen, Aul) Sacomf 
round; A GBuderm {IQ to D Na^ao rtj &2 AS 
CO; VSperioa fLS) to R Frcniaorg (^^4-66- 
36-3;SStl«*8n (Nb(h) rt B Btw* (Zkn)6-1 & 
a; M FftjpM (Uru) bfO Serrano (Sp| 1-643 

vniA deuuhd muarsoPBt (uwmo 

8acond round: C ftobln (US) to A Sniahncua 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 

TOULON INTERNATIONAL UNDER -21 

TOURNAMENT SeoMralK Argentina v 

China (BGfi (at Stada Charter. Cauvin, 

Lorgue sj; Portugal v Francs (70) (at 
Stada Piem da CoubedSn, Cannes). 

Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE: Ipswich v Ea stbouna 

(790); Swindon v Wolverhampton (730). 

PRBMER LEAGUE CUP: SheffieUvNem- 

castia (7A5). 

Other sports 

EQUESTRIANISM: Windsor thms-day 
evant 


ond lead overall from Michele 
BartolL 

Bartoli reduced his gap from 
Gontcharwith an eight-second 
bonus from second place in the 
stage, with Mariano Piccoli 
completing an Italian 1-2-3. 

Miceli's first stage win m the 
Giro came after breaking away 
from the pack down the Poggjo 
R»dooi fell - the only tough sec- 
tion of an otherwise flat course. 


(tor) 99 B-3 6-2; T Siyder (US) to T GartJh(ll) 

7-5 S-3; B Stolen (Aut) to J Kondan (Gor) 6-2 
K Boogert (NBft) bt K fto (US) « &0 B- 
2; O van taw (Bel) M G Leon (SpJ 7-S 6 -M 
Sema (9p) to L Gotaraa (H) &3 &0; P Stoviy- 
Ool to M Babol IGeri B-0 tfc S fe> 
tod (Fr) U M A Sarchro Lorenzo (Sp) 6-4 64 
STRASBOURG WOMEN'S OPEN (Fr) Sao- 
ond round: A Coetzer (SA) to F U (Chml 7- 
B 7-5: E Lidiovtsaua (Ttos) to C Crtstea (Rom) 
3-6 84) fl-3: A Fusai (Fr) to S Reovas IUSI 6- 
3 7-6; J Haknd-Decugs (Fr) U A Cocftaeu* 
(Fr) 6-2 6-1; A Suglyama (Japan) ti O Bara- 
barschAova (Seis) M fi-7 6-2; N Tduzat (Fr) 
to U AWrao (Van) 7-53^7-6. 
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CHRIS WADDLE yesterday 
added his voice to the argument 
in favour of Paul Gascoigne go- 
ing to France this summer. 

“If he stays fit I think he is 
still our best creative player," 
Waddle said. “The main thing 
is that we don't have anybody 
who can control the game pace- 
wise. He can make the ga m e go 
slow or quick. 

“When he is not playing I 
think we look one-paced. We've 
got a lot of talent, but the man 
who dictates the play is hard to 
find. It's an art in itself. It 
might look like he has got time 
but that’s the sign of a great 
player. He is definitely our best 
player for doing that. He is at 
Us best when he is let off the 
leash and has no worries." 

Glenn Hoddle has issued a 
final warning to Gascoigne over 
his drinking and dietary habits, 
but Whdcfle claims the England 
coach is fully aware of Gas- 
coigne's importance. 

“Glenn knows that Paul can 
dictate a game of football for 
him ,” Waddle said. “These play- 
ers are hard to find. Glenn 
knows he’s just coming up to 31 
and this may be his last World 
Cup. He is still in his prime and 
is still in good condition. Peo- 
ple will say he's had his best days 
but time will tell on that 

“I still think he is very capa- 
ble of doing very well in France 
and Glenn knows that as welL 
He has obviously got to put laws 
down and make the lad thiqk. 

“He is putting statements 
and advice out to Gazza to make 


sure he goes to France giving 
himself the best possible chance 
afbeingasfaefitas he can be and 
hopefiiDy being one of the best 
players in the World Cup. 

“I would never back against 
Raul Gascoigne being the star 
of the tournament. He can’t win 
it on his own. So let's hope 
everybody gets off his back and 
I’m sure we'll get the best out 
of Gazza in France." 

Waddle also defended Gas- 
coigne over criticism of his 
lifestyle. “What people don’t re- 
alise is that he’s a fit guy natu- 
rally. He might look like he has 
put a little weight on but he gets 
rid of it He watches what he 
eats - he's not a big eater. 

“OK, he had a few beers last 
week but nothing that anybody 
hasn't had in the past He works 
bard. 1 was with him for a cou- 
ple of days last week and he was 
looking after himself. He 
wouldn't eat this and wouldn't 
eat that But he had a kebab and 
everybody said what sort of 
preparation is this? It was. quite 
far-fetched. If it was another 
player it wouldn't be a problem. 

“You’re not telling me the Ar- 
senal players didn’t have a drink 
after the Cup final. All players 
go out and have a drink when 
they’re on holiday. They’ve fin- 
ished the season and ifs been 
hard for many of them. But if s 
not about the week they get off, 
ifs about now and onwards. 
I'm sure Gazza win be working 
very hard for the tournament.” 

Hard road for Scotland, 
page 31 


Petr Korda returns a backhand on the way to defeating his American opponerrtLMkhaelChang in the World Team<kip inDusseJdorfyesterday 


Photograph: AFP 


Korda finally catches up with speedy Chang 


PETR KORDA won a two- 
hour battle against Michael 
Chang 7-6, 3-6, 6-3 to steer the 
Chech Republic to victory over 
the United States in the World 
Team Cup clay-court event in 
Dusseldorf yesterday. 

The world Np 2, hoping to 
make another challenge to Pete 


SampiWs No 1 position at next 
week’s French Open, produced 
his second impressive perfor- 
mance of the week following bis 
thrashing of the world No 7. 
Sweden’s Jonas Bjorkman, in 
straight sets on Monday. Kor- 
da’s win gave the Czechs an un- 
beatable 2-0 lead. 


In the second Red Group 
match, Australia beat Sweden 
2-1 and win now face the Czedis 
today to determine who plays in 
Sunday’s final against the win- 
ner of the Blue Group. Eight 
nations have been taking part 
Korda, the Australian Open 
champion, needed two hours 


and 27 minutes to defeat Chang, 
the 1989 French Open champt- • 
on, who he said was “as fast as 
Speedy Gonzales". 

'Slava Dosedel thrashed Jim 
Courier 6-3, 6-1 in the first sin- 
gles. The American, another 
former French Open champion, 
lost for the second time this week. 


The tie between Australia 
mid Sweden was decided by 
Tbdd Woodb ridge and Mark 
Woodforde’s 6-3, 2-6, 6-3 win 


game during his 6-3, 6-4 win. ;. 
over Bjorkman. Sweden's Mag^fc 
nus Nonnfi ft then captured the T-_ 
second sweeping past 


i K; ; ~- 


over Bjorkman and Mikael Hfl- .Woodfbrde 6-2, 6-3. •• 
strom after .the singles match- «^?oennany, the defending, 
es had been split champions, Spain, Slovakia and 

Australia’s Mark Philip- Ranee are in the Blue Group, 
poussis hit four -aces in one Results, Digest, page 31 
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Woosnam’s Ryder desire 


'Leila 
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By Andy Farrell 
ac Wentworth 



THE pass the parcel game, 
otherwise known as who wants 
to be Europe’s neat Ryder Cup 
captain, could end with Ian 
Woosnam. 

The 40-year-old Wslshman 
yesterday became the first to de- 
clare his interest in leading the 
team to face the Americans in 
Boston next year. “I'd take the 
job any time from now to the fu- 
ture," Woosnam said yesterday. 

It also emerged that any ap- 
pointment will be cm a cme-off 
basis, so ending the practice of 
long-term campaigns by Tony 
Jacklin and Bernard GaUacher. 


The Ryder Cup Committee feds 
there are a number of experi- 
enced players who can handle 
the captaincy and that the hon- 
our should be passed around. 

The only problem has been 
getting anyone to commit to 
captaining the side at the ex- 
pense of playing in the match. 
No one has emerged to under- 
take the hard act of following 
Seve Ballesteros, who resigned 
the post after his triumph in 
Spain last year. 

The appointment has al- 
ready been delayed for an nn- 
. usually long period of time, but 
the committee have said a cap- 
tain will be named before the 
qualifying starts in September. 

Sam Torrance and Mark 
James, neither of whom played 


at Valderrama, are perceived as 
Lhe front-runners, but both 
have said they would like to try 
to make the team first. 

Not so Woosnam, who has 
played on eight Ryder Cup teams 
and sets out on the defence of his 
Volvo PGA Championship at 
Wentworth tomorrow. “If I was 
asked to captain the team next 
year, I would do it,” he said. 

“Even if I qualified for the 
team. I’d want to be the captain. 
You can’t play and captain 
these days. Ideally, though, if the 
cup ever went to Wales, it 
would be nice to be the captain 
then.” - 

Celtic Manor, near Chep- 
stow, could be a contender to 
stage the match, but not before 
2009 at the earliest. 


|iand< 
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ACROSS 

7 Night flief s witticism bard 
to follow (4) 

8 Sort of pink light at one 
end of church? (4, 6) 

10 Pity about getting into a 
state - it's not normal (8) 

11 Dust round Duke's office 
( 6 ) ... 

12 Press Association investi- 
gator’s taken about a year 
to assemble old papers (6) 

13 Where they’re said to be ' 
loaded or rolling? (2, 6) 

15 Psychiatrist reprimanded, 
we hear, for appearing in 
film? (6-7) 

18 Various roads linked with 
Fast Street will be busy (8) 

20 Roofing material which is 
associated with Switzer- 
land (6) 


22 Military Intelligence con- 6 
cealing initial mistake in 
paper (6) - 9 

24 Tell one's closest friend (8) 

25 Havfog deserted, is ar- 14 
raigned and dismissed 

from the service (10) 

26 Who’d found shipwrecked 16 
vessel? (4) 


DOWN 

Scot adrift in US city ex- 
ploits Oxford connections 
(4,6) 

Fast food outlet estab- 
lished by carpenter (6) 
Part of unit - French - 
joining battle (S) 

Stolen tissue concealed by 
son and daughter (6) 
Bloomer involving cocaine 
defivoy? (8) 


Pul up with trying situa- 
tion (4) 

Partnership's score in- 
creased by 25%? (6, 7) 
Journalist looking up 
speech in which there's a 
tribute to patron (10) 
One of the overheads 
borne by the motorist on 
holiday? (4-4) 

Air one's opinion (8) 
Article not fully under- 
stood? Here’s the line of 
reasoning (6) 

Craft of which former 
England bowler showed 
complete mastery? (6) 
Dark blue flower one’s 
found on island (4) 


The hole in one that won a Lamborghini 


A NATIONAL newspaper golf 
correspondent was considering 
whether to turn professional last 
ni gh t in order to be able to ac- 
cept the prize of a £189,000 
Lamborghini Derek Lawrenson 
won the car for holing in one in 
a charity golf day featuring the 
England World Cup football 
squad at MSA Ride, Ascot. 

Lawrenson, who works for 
the Sunday Telegraph, is a left- 
hander with a handicap of eight 
A Liverpool supporter who be- 


came a father five weeks ago, 
he achieved the feat in the 
company of Paul luce and Steve 
McManaman. “Now I have to 
decide whether to turn down the 
prize or turn professional,'' he 
said. 

As soon as an amateur 
shows any intention to accept 
a prize worth more than the 
strict limit of £200 he Is deemed 
to be a professional Profes- 
sionals, who are not allowed to 
compete in amateur events. 


can be reinstated if they fail to 
make the grade as a pro and re- 
turn to playing purely social 
golf. 

However, in a case like 
Lawrenscm’s, a request to regain 
his amateur status may not be 
looked upon favourably. As 
one senior Professional Goffers’ 
Association official said last 
night “He could only send in his 
letter requesting his reinstate- 
' ment as an amateur, with his 
death certificate." 


Leila 
4 months 
later 



Lena armed in a di 
Burakaba, SomaGa. 


desperate condition in one of our feeding centres in 


After 4 months of intensive care, LeSa 
regained her heaffli 
There are many others like Lafla. 

It only takes one month to save a chad's fife in one of air emergency . 
feeding centres. It only costs £24. 


HUNGERS 


Action Against Hunger starts with you. 

Credit Card Hotline 0171 242 5665 


. . . and the one that went in off a Toyota 
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IT WAS just a normal day for 
Nancy Bachand. Trundling 
along a Massachusetts high- 
way at a steady 30mph in her 
Tbyota she was minding her own 
business until Tbdd Obuchowski 
entered her life, or rather his 
golf ball did. 


Obuchowski a 34-year-old 
sheet metal worker, was enjoy- 
ing a round at Haydetmlie’s 
Beaver Brook course when he 
hh a wayward tee shot at the 
1 16-yard, par-three fourth hole. 

The ball shot over the green 
-and an to the road where it ric- 


ocheted off the passenger side 
of the Bachand’s car and rolled 
in the cup for a hole in one. 

“I didn't know for sure un- 
til all these guys started shout- 
ing,” Obuchowski said. The 
damage to the car worked out 
at $150 (£95). 
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